
Red-necked stint – Calidris ruficollis

Red-necked stint can grow to 15 cm.

The red-necked stint breeds in 
the Arctic region around mid year 
and returns to Australian shores 
towards our spring-summer period. 
They escape the Arctic winter in 
the northern hemisphere by flying 
approximately 12,500 km one way  
to Australia.

It’s therefore vitally important that 
migratory shorebirds have time to rest 
and feed over this summer period. 
These birds are omnivores feeding on 
small vertebrates, molluscs, insects, 
seeds, gastropods and plants found 
in the saltmarsh community. 

Great Egret – Ardea modesta

Great Egrets can grow to 105 cm.

The Great Egret prefers shallow 
water including damp grasslands.

Feeding is usually done alone. Prey 
items include aquatic insects, small 
reptiles, molluscs and crustaceans, 
but fish make up the majority of  
its diet.
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Location
Truganina Park is located off Queen Street Altona. 
Melways Ref: 209 K2. 

Car Parking
- Truganina Park daylight hours, Andrew Park Dve.   
 (Melways 209 K2) 
- HD Graham Reserve/Altona Sports Centre  
 (off Queen Street 209 C1)

Enquires
Hobsons Bay City Council 
115 Civic Parade, Altona 
PO Box 21, Altona 3018

Phone: 1300 179 944 
National Relay Service: 133 677 
Language Line: 03 9932 1212

Email: customerservice@hobsonsbay.vic.gov.au

Website: www.hobsonsbay.vic.gov.au

Acknowledgement of Country
We wish to acknowledge the Bunurong Peoples of the 
Kulin Nation as the Traditional Owners of the lands, 
rivers and coastal areas in Hobsons Bay. We recognise 
the First Peoples’ relationship to this land and offer our 
respect to their Elders, past and present.

Truganina Park

Truganina Park is located at the mouth of Laverton Creek 
on the western shore of Port Phillip Bay. Approximately 
20km from Melbourne it is now the highest point 
between Melbourne and the You Yangs providing for 
some spectacular views.

The Truganina mound is 17m above sea level.

History

Truganina Park was once the Altona landfill site which 
was a non putrisible waste facility. This means general 
household rubbish was not accepted. Instead ‘hard 
waste’ such as construction materials, tyres and other 
metals were buried here.

In 1996 Parks Victoria and Hobsons Bay City Council 
developed a strategy that links parcels of public land 
from Point Cook to Point Gellibrand which is a distance 
of 28km to form a continuous coastal park.

Truganina Park operated as a landfill site from the late 
1980s until 1999 when the Department of Resources 
and Environment declared that the adjacent plant 
communities needed protection due to their rarity.  
Works were halted and now time is spent protecting  
and enhancing what remains through pest plant control 
and vegetation works.

Prior to European settlement areas of Truganina 
Park were low lying with grasslands and sedgelands 
associated nearby. The Gahnia filum plant community is 
a restricted plant community and home to the endemic 
Altona Skipper Butterfly which is also endangered.

Truganina Park is the highest point 
between Melbourne and the You Yangs 
providing for some spectacular views.

Brown falcon - Falco berigora

Brown falcons can grow to 55 cm.

Also known as raptors or birds of 
prey, they are opportunistic hunters 
that feed on mammals, birds, snakes 
and insects, with rabbits making up 
a large proportion of their diet.

Southern Boobook Owl –  
Ninox novaeseelandiae

Southern Boobook can grow to 35 cm.

The Southern boobook owl is the 
smallest and most common owl  
in Australia.

Hunting and feeding takes place 
mostly at night but occasionally 
during the morning and afternoon. 
Prey includes micro bats, moths and 
beetles caught on the wing. Ground 
dwelling animals such as mice are 
also captured.

Royal Spoonbill – Platalea regia

The Royal Spoonbill can grow to 80 cm.

It is usually found in shallow freshwater 
and saltwater wetlands, intertidal mud 
flats and wet grasslands.

The Spoonbill feeds primarily on 
fish with other prey items including 
shrimps, aquatic insects and 
crustaceans.
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Ramsar
Truganina Park is situated adjacent to  
Cheetham Wetlands which is a Ramsar  
listed site. Ramsar is a treaty between the 
countries that form the flyway for migratory birds. 
The agreement safeguards wetlands that act as 
habitat corridors for migratory species. 

100 Steps
The 100 steps were the first stage of the park  
to be completed. This iconic pathway, finished 
in 2001, celebrates Australia’s 100 Years of 
Federation. The basalt rocks along the edges  
of the steps were recycled from previously  
dumped items from a local deep sewer excavation.

Time Beacon
Created by Cameron Robbins of Down Street 
Studies this artwork represents the past, present 
and future. The time beacon points to Point 
Gellibrand - The ball tower representing past.  
The other end points to the bird migratory tower  
a monument to Migratory and Aspirations at  
Point Cook - representing the future. However  
the alignment of the beacon was altered due  
to prevailing winds.

The present is the ground below on which it the 
‘Beacon’ stands and buried underground is a  
time capsule which is to be opened in 2025.  
People put items that were important to them  
in the year 2000.

Wetlands 
The Truganina Park wetland filters stormwater from 
adjoining households where plants uptake nutrients 
and catch floating and submerged litter. Chemicals 
and heavy metals are generally locked up in the 
sediment below.

Altona Skipper Butterfly
Gahnia filum (Chaffey Saw-sedge), the food plant for 
the Altona Skipper Butterfly, also forms part of the 
sedgeland plant community found around Truganina 
Park. The larvae exclusively feed on Gahnia filum and 
adults emerge from their pupae in spring and autumn.

Pest plants
Weed species include:

Chilean needle grass Nassella neesiana 
African boxthorn Lycium ferocissimum 
Carpet weed Galenia pubescens 
Boneseed Chrysanthemoides   
 monilifera

Artichoke thistle Cirsium vulgare 
Soursob Oxalis pes-caprae

Council’s Conservation Team actively participate  
in eradication programs of these weeds.

Truganina Park

Flora and Fauna at Truganina Park
Major plant communities include Gahnia filum sedgeland, calcarenite dune woodland, 
wetlands, saltmarsh and grasslands.

Gahnia filum (Chaffy Saw-sedge) is a tussock forming plant that requires inundation  
of water for up to two weeks before seedlings germinate.

Altona Skipper Butterfly is a specialist species that lays its larvae on new growth of 
Gahnia filum. The management of habitat for the Altona Skipper Butterfly includes  
weed control and fire planning which is crucial for their long term survival.


