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CHILDREN
 RESEARCH SUMMARY

Our health and wellbeing is 
shaped by the people in our 
lives, our community, and the 
place in which we live. 

Hobsons Bay City Council has prepared a series  
of research summaries to provide information  
about the social and environmental conditions  
that affect our health and wellbeing.

This research summary provides information  
on children in Hobsons Bay, who are defined  
as people aged 0 to 11 years. 
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Population 7, 8

In 2021, children made up 15.1% 
(13,818 persons) of Hobsons Bay’s 
population, a similar proportion  
to Greater Melbourne (14.6%).

By 2041, the number of children is forecast 
to grow by 27.4% (3,859 persons), with the 
biggest growth in Precinct 1: Altona North 
and Brooklyn (108.5%, 2,719 persons).
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Age 2, 6

PEOPLE

In 2021, there were similar proportions of 
children living in all household types across 
Hobsons Bay compared to Greater Melbourne.

In 2021-22, 1,150 birth notices 
were recorded in Hobsons Bay,  
a 16.3% decrease from 2015-16.

1,100

1,050

1,000

2015/16     2016/17     2017/18     2018/19     2019/20     2020/21     2021/22

1,150

1,250

1,350

1,400
Birth notices

Forecast population of children  
(aged 0–11) in Hobsons Bay by 2041

1,200

1,300

In 2021, Hobsons Bay had more males 
aged 0-4 and similar numbers of males 
and females aged 5-11. 

Male Female

0-4  
YEARS

5-11  
YEARS

53% (3,035) 47% (2,739)

50% (3,999)50% (4,040)

Hobsons Bay Greater Melbourne
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OTHER
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11.6%

4.1%

Note: This is consistent with 
rates in Greater Melbourne. 
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PEOPLE cont.

Cultural diversity 2

In 2021, Hobsons Bay had a smaller proportion 
of children who were born overseas (5.8%), 
compared to Greater Melbourne (8.6%). 

In 2021, Hobsons Bay had a smaller proportion 
of children who spoke a language other than 
English at home (22.9%), compared to Greater 
Melbourne (34.7%). 

In 2021, most children in Hobsons Bay who 
spoke another language at home also spoke 
English well or very well (81.5%), a higher rate 
than Greater Melbourne (59.7%). 

The top five overseas birthplaces  
for children in Hobsons Bay:

The top five languages spoken  
by children in Hobsons Bay:

Hobsons Bay

Hobsons Bay

Greater 
Melbourne

Greater 
Melbourne

Arabic: 3.8%1

India: 1.2%1

Vietnamese: 1.7%2

England: 0.8%2

Mandarin: 1.5%3

New Zealand: 0.6%3

Greek: 1%4

Thailand: 0.4%4

Hindi: 0.9%5

Philippines: 0.3%5

Speak English  
very well or well

Speak English not 
well or not at all 

59.7% 

40.3%

81.5% (2,517 persons)

18.5% (571 persons) 
Hobsons Bay Greater Melbourne

Disability 2First Nations 2

In 2021, 3.1% of children in  
Hobsons Bay (425 persons) required 
assistance with their daily activities, 
a similar proportion to Greater 
Melbourne (2.9%).

3.1%
(425 persons) 2.9%

Hobsons Bay

Greater Melbourne

In 2021, 0.75% of children in Hobsons 
Bay (104 persons) were First Nations 
people, a smaller proportion than 
Greater Melbourne (1.10%).

8.6%

5.8%

35%

23%

0.75%  1.10%  
FIRST NATIONS CHILDREN

(880 persons)

(3,196 persons)
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Education 2

EDUCATION & EMPLOYMENT

In 2021, 16% of children in Hobsons  
Bay (2,146 persons) were attending three  
or four-year-old kindergarten, a similar 
proportion to Greater Melbourne (15%).

In 2021, 87.5% of children aged 5-11 
in Hobsons Bay (7,032 persons) were 
attending primary school, a similar 
proportion to Greater Melbourne (87%).

In 2021, a higher proportion of children in Hobsons 
Bay were attending a Catholic primary school (20.5%), 
compared to Greater Melbourne (16.6%).
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16.6%

10.3%

60.8%

20.5%

6.2%
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Income 2

In 2021, a substantially larger proportion of households 
with children in Hobsons Bay (39%) were in the highest 
group for equivalised weekly household income, 
compared to Greater Melbourne (26%).

INCOME LEVELS OF HOBSONS BAY

Lowest Group  
$0–$602

Medium Lowest Group 
$603–$1,074

Highest Group  
$1,705 and over

Medium Highest Group  
$1,075–$1,704

15% 20% 26% 39%

26%27%27%20%

Hobsons Bay

Greater Melbourne

Note: Equivalised Household Income puts all 
households on an equal footing independent of 
household size and composition to enable a true 
comparison between households (.id Consulting 2022). 

(2,146 persons)

15%

16%
(7,032 persons)

87%

88%
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Children’s development 1. 4. 5

 
 

Long-term health conditions 2

HEALTH AND WELLBEING

Mental Health 10

In 2021, childhood immunisation 
rates in Hobsons Bay were similar 
to North Western Melbourne.  

In 2021, about 1 in 12 children in Hobsons Bay were 
developmentally vulnerable on two or more domains 
of the Australian Early Development Census, e.g. 
physical health and wellbeing, emotional maturity, 
language and cognitive skills. 

Asthma: 5.2% (720 persons)1

Mental health:  
1.0% (145 persons) 

2

Heart disease:  
0.2% (28 persons)  

3 Research found that children who experienced Victoria’s 
second lockdown (July to October 2020) were two to 
five times more likely to show emotional and behavioural 
difficulties, compared to children in other states.

Note: These are the same 
as Greater Melbourne.

Note: This is lower than 
the Victorian rate (1 in 10)

Top three health conditions  
among children in Hobsons Bay:

Up to 5x
more likely to show emotional  
and behavioural difficulties

Hobsons Bay North Western Melbourne

CHILDHOOD IMMUNISATION RATE

90%

92%

94%

95%

96%

91%

93%

12-15  
months

24-27 
months

60-63 
months

Safety 3Gambling 9

In 2017, research conducted with New South 
Wales and Victorian children found that three in 
four kids see gambling as a normal part of sport.

In 2021-22, at least one child 
was affected in 34.2% of family 
incidents in Hobsons Bay (351 
incidents), slightly lower than 
the Victorian rate of 35.6%. 

35.6%

34.2%
(351 incidents)

Hobsons Bay Victoria

3 in 4 kids
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