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MESSAGE FROM  
THE MAYOR
Welcome to the first edition of Hobsons  
Bay Community News for 2024.
It’s been a busy summer with exciting 
events across the city, including Summer 
Sounds and Movies by the Bay, the 
Midsumma Westside Festival, launching  
the Experience Hobsons Bay bus tour,  
and celebrating the opening of the new 
Altona Pier. 
There are still plenty of events to come  
this summer, view page 12 for details.
We loved receiving your best summer pics 
as part of the photography competition. 
The images highlighted how popular  
our beaches, lakes and parks are during  
the warmer months. You can view the 
winning photo on page 4 and the  
shortlist on our website. 
In January, I had the honour of  
announcing Lorraine Harrison as the  
2024 Citizen of the Year. The Young  
Citizen of the Year was jointly awarded 
to three incredible winners – Ada 
Goldenberg, Emmaline Soliman,  
and Emily Vella. Read all about these  
inspiring members of our community  
on pages 6 and 7. Thank you as well  
to our outgoing Citizens of the Year  
Nasz Khan and Mia Boonen.
The Make it Happen grants are open 
for 2024. Community groups, clubs and 
organisations can apply for funding for 
equipment and resources, events and 
festivals, and community projects.  
Read about last year’s successful grants  
on page 3 and how you can apply. 
Lastly, come down and visit me for  
a chat about any local issues in one of  
our community spaces on a Saturday 
morning. To view the times and  
locations, view page 12. 

Cr Matt Tyler  
Mayor of Hobsons Bay

UPCOMING  
COUNCIL MEETINGS 
All Council meetings are held at 
the Hobsons Bay Civic Centre and 
livestreamed starting at 7pm. If you  
would like to attend in person, please 
register online as seating is limited. 

Tuesday 13 February

Tuesday 12 March 

Tuesday 9 April 

Tuesday 14 May 

For more information, visit  
hobsonsbay.vic.gov.au/CouncilMeetings
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Make It Happen grants help our community  
fund projects, programs, events and resources. 
Eighty organisations, clubs and groups 
received funding in 2023 to deliver 
programs, projects and events across 
Hobsons Bay. Recent community-driven  
projects and events have included:

• transforming the Altona  
Community Garden path

• a walking hockey program
• celebrations such as the Laverton 

Festival, Monster Mayhem in the 
Meadows and Holi – Festival of  
Colours in Seabrook

• hosting activities at Jawbone  
Marine Sanctuary and 

• providing equipment for local clubs.

APPLY FOR A GRANT
The next round of Make it Happen  
grants is now open.

Grants can provide funding across 
all sectors, including environment, 
sustainability, sport and recreation, 
arts and culture, health and wellbeing, 
multicultural, community and 
neighbourhood development,  
and technology.

If you have ideas and initiatives which can 
help support people in our community, 
or your group or organisation is looking 
at innovative ways to meet a local need, 
apply for the Make it Happen grants.

Round 1 - 1 February to 29 February

Round 2 - 29 February to 28 March

Round 3 -  28 March to 2 May (or earlier 
if funds are exhausted)

PITCH YOUR 
PROJECT
Do you have a great idea  
for a community project  
for Hobsons Bay that you  
want Council to deliver?  
Up to $50,000 is available  
for each project. 
Some of last year’s successful  
Pitch Your Projects are featured  
in this edition, including:
• Rubbish Dating (pg 5)
• Habitat Gardens videos and 

resources (pg 9)
• Hobsons Bay tourism bus (pg 12)
• Lunar New Year celebration (pg 12)

Pitch Your Projects are initiatives,  
projects and programs that teams  
at Council will deliver. 

All Hobsons Bay residents  
(of all ages!), community groups, 
sporting clubs, and organisations 
can pitch an idea.

See page 11 
for the answerKNOW?DID YOU What reserve in Hobsons Bay used 

to be a racecourse?

Pitch your 
project by  
29 February

MAKE IT HAPPEN GRANTS  
BOOST COMMUNITY PROGRAMS

Scan the QR code 
to apply or for 
information on grant 
writing workshops

Altona Community Garden path

Laverton Festival 

U3A Hobsons Bay/Williamstown  
volunteer training program

Altona Community Garden path

NOT SURE WHETHER  
TO PITCH OR APPLY  
FOR A GRANT?
Make it Happen grants are led 
and run by the community. If your 
grant is successful, Council will 
provide funding to your community 
organisation, group or club. 

Pitch your Project is for ideas led 
and run by Council. If you make 
a pitch and it’s successful, your 
project will be managed and 
delivered by Council.

www.hobsonsbay.vic.gov.au   |   3



ART TRAIL 
Have you noticed common  
themes in public art around 
Hobsons Bay?
Our public art collection is strongly linked 
to our maritime history, heritage, natural 
environment, industry and lifestyle.

You can find our public art collection 
along the bike trails and coastal trails, 
near shopping centres and in reserves.   

And some you don’t need to look for and 
may regularly come across! The artwork 
Fire Within is located on the Kororoit Creek 
off-ramp on the Princes Freeway and was 
created by the late Adrian Mauriks in 2011.

Fire Within is a series of 23 off-white  
forms that reference the organic living  
and breathing nature of things.

 The artwork represents the natural 
beauty and the ongoing development  
and change of the western region.

Others that you need to seek out are 
Industrial Flowers by Akira Takizawa at 
Newport Park and Spirits of Time and 
Place by Geoffrey Ricardo in Altona North 
along the Kororoit Creek Trail.

OUR 
CREATIVE  
CITY

CALLING ALL   
ARTISTS

Draw your favourite part of nature in 
Hobsons Bay for the chance to win 
one of three $50 vouchers for a local 
business of your choice.

Three vouchers up for grabs:
• Under 12 prize
• Under 18 prize
• Open age prize

The winners will be published in 
the next edition of Hobsons Bay 
Community News.

Upload a photo of your  
artwork by Sunday 10 March at  
hobsonsbay.vic.gov.au/magazine 

  WIN 1 OF 3 $50     VOUCHERS

Brett and Fredrieka Werner  won the best  
summer pic photography competition  
in the last edition of the magazine.

CONGRATULATIONS 
TO OUR COMPETITION WINNER! 

Scan to discover 
Hobsons Bay’s rich 
cultural heritage  
and diverse public  
art collection through  
the Experience 
Hobsons Bay app

Spirits of Time and Place

Fire WithinSpirits of Time and Place

Industrial Flowers

DEC/JAN  

COMPETITION 

WINNER
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RUBBISH DATING
What do you get when you  
combine a working bee with  
speed dating? Rubbish dating! 
If you’re aged 25 to 40 and want to  
participate in a fun, community  
matchmaking event that also helps  
clean up our environment, then check  
out one of our free Rubbish Dating events. 

Running through February in line  
with the Sustainable Living Festival,  
we have:
• two heterosexual sessions; and
• two queer sessions.

This initiative is the proud result  
of our Pitch Your Project  
community program.

See page 11 
for the answerKNOW?DID YOU What are the top three long-term 

health conditions in Hobsons Bay? 

MY SMART GARDEN 
PROGRAM WINS  
Late last year, our My Smart Garden  
program took out its second major win 
for 2023 at the prestigious Premier’s 
Sustainability Awards.

Offering a range of free, fun and practical 
workshops and events, plus a library of 
online resources, My Smart Garden  
teaches residents how to create a beautiful 
and productive outdoor space at home. 

Whether you’re a renter or homeowner,  
in an apartment or with a large backyard – 
there’s so much to gain from getting  
involved in this award-winning  
community program! 

TRICKY PAPER 
ITEMS: ARE THEY 
RECYCLABLE?
We’ve heard from you that recycling right 
is very important to our community but 
there can be confusion about what goes 
in which bin. So let’s tackle some of those 
items that can trip us up when trying to 
recycle properly.

Paper is one of the trickiest items because 
while most paper is recyclable there are 
some paper-based items that are not. 

Unfortunately, even though paper towels 
and tissues are made of paper, they are  
too soft or dirty to be recycled. Put these  
in your general rubbish bin.

for a better future  

SUSTAINABILITY   
INITIATIVES

MORE SERVICES  
NEEDED FOR YOUTH  
MENTAL HEALTH
Feedback from our recent youth mental 
health campaign showed young people  
in Hobsons Bay had difficulty finding 
mental health support.

During the campaign from July to August, 
150 pieces of feedback were received.  

•  80 per cent said mental health support  
for young people is critically important.

•  Respondents believe there needs to  
be more free or low-cost mental health 
services in the west, and that wait  
times are too long.

•  Respondents said more specialty 
services are needed – including youth, 
trauma, eating disorders and drug or 
alcohol – and that there are not enough 
practitioners to meet the demand. 

If you or someone you know needs 
support, call Lifeline 13 11 14.

What next?
We’re working with the federal and  
state governments to seek funding  
for specialised youth mental  
health services in the  
inner west as a matter  
of urgency.

Learn 
more 

Join 
today 

Learn more with the ‘which 
bin’ search tool on our free 
Recycling 2.0 phone app 

Find out 
more
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Ada Goldenberg, Lorraine Harrison, Emmaline Soliman and Emily Vella.

MEET OUR 2024  
CITIZEN AND  
YOUNG CITIZENS 
OF THE YEAR
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CITIZEN OF 
THE  YEAR
Congratulations Lorraine Harrison  
for being awarded the 2024 Hobsons  
Bay Citizen of the Year!

The annual award celebrates unsung heroes in  
the community and Lorraine is a shining example  
of compassion, kindness and goodwill.

The award recognises her invaluable  
contributions to Hobsons Bay over a number  
of years and her passion for supporting  
vulnerable community members.

Lorraine has held many leadership roles in  
Hobsons Bay. She is currently the convenor of  
West Over-40s Lesbians’ Group and co-convenor  
of the local branch of ABC Friends. 

She was the president of Friends of Newport  
Lakes for 10 years (2007 to 2018) and is still  
active in the group coordinating the monthly 
working bees. 

Lorraine is a strong advocate for survivors of  
elder abuse and was a Court Network volunteer  
at the Melbourne Magistrates Court during COVID.  
As a Court Network volunteer, she supported  
a diverse range of court users using her natural 
empathy, nonjudgmental manner, cultural 
sensitivity and positivity. 

Lorraine is also a volunteer with the State 
Emergency Service, is part of the National Ageing 
Research Institute’s community advisory group  
and a mentor for older women seeking paid work 
with Council on the Ageing. 

YOUNG CITIZENS 
OF THE  YEAR
A huge congratulations to Ada 
Goldenberg, Emmaline Soliman  
and Emily Vella who have been  
jointly awarded the 2024 Hobsons  
Bay Young Citizen of the Year!

The three friends from St Mary’s Primary  
School in Williamstown developed an idea for  
an app that tells you which public litter bin  
to put your rubbish in.

The app idea encourages users to take a photo  
of their litter to find out which of the coloured  
bins it should go in and then receive reward points 
which can be redeemed through local businesses.

Ada, Emmaline and Emily created the idea as  
part of an annual STEM competition run by  
the Tech Girls Movement Foundation. 

The competition involved identifying and  
solving a problem in the community by  
developing an app idea. 

Their idea was recognised as aligning  
with the UN sustainable development goals 
and the girls were the only Victorian finalists  
and won the United Nations award as part  
of the competition.  

According to Emmaline’s mum Merna, the young 
leaders are passionate about being litter free. 

“ The girls are continuing to brainstorm 
ideas of how to make a significant 
change and impact to others through 
volunteering, information type sessions 
and role modelling this behaviour,” 
she said. 

The three students had the chance to present  
their idea to Councillor Tony Briffa in November 
last year, where they discussed the challenges and 
potential solutions to litter across our community.

They will also meet with the Mayor,  
Councillor Matt Tyler. 
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Outdoor play area in Pier Street, Altona.

Henderson Street Reserve playground, Laverton

NEW-LOOK PIER STREET 
Pier Street in Altona, between Queen 
Street and Blyth Street, is now a more fun  
and interactive community space. There 
are lounges and chairs to sit back and 
relax. Connecting the old with the new, 
you can marvel at local photographer 
Russell Cassar’s photo of the old Altona 
Pier. For the little ones, there is a new 
play kitchen and plenty of space to  
run and play.

The outdoor space revamp was launched 
in December 2023 and is the result of 
consultation in August last year about 
what the community wanted to see  
from the site in the future. 

That survey showed support for 
extending footpaths for outdoor dining 
and increasing the community space.

Consultation and design work for long-
term plans for the Pier Street feature  
site will begin this year. 

LET’S PLAY TENNIS   
All six courts have been partially 
resurfaced at the Liston Tennis Club  
in Nelson Place, Williamstown. As part  
of the project, the floodlights have  
also been upgraded. 

The work was completed following 
a tennis needs assessment, which 
recommended a range of short-,  
medium- and long-term priorities.  

The Liston Tennis Club was established 
in 1926 and is next to Commonwealth 
Reserve with a view over the bay  
towards Melbourne’s skyline.

Interested in tennis but not a member? 
There are several free public access  
tennis courts in Hobsons Bay. Use our 
website to find out more and book, visit 
hobsonsbay.vic.gov.au/book-a-court 

 

LOVE LAVERTON PARKS   
The final two community park upgrades 
as part of Love Laverton Parks through 
the Better Places Laverton initiative  
are nearly finished!

Bruce Street Reserve, a small local  
park close to Curlew Community Park,  
has been upgraded and is now open  
with a new play space, seating,  
planting, and a path.

Cropley Crescent Reserve, which is  
in the northern part of Laverton near  
Henderson and Bladin Street Reserves, 
will have a new playground with an 
inclusive carousel, places to sit, and an 
open, grassed area for kickabout and 
exercise. The project is scheduled to  
be completed in March. 

The Love Laverton Parks project focused 
on creating a unique feel to each of 
Laverton’s parks and adding greenery 
and biodiversity to the suburb through 
planting trees and garden beds.

To find out more about the Love Laverton 
Parks project, visit hobsonsbay.vic.gov.
au/LoveLavertonParks

BETTER CITY 
BUILDING A  

Liston tennis courts in Nelson Place, Williamstown

Check out our 
capital works 
program in  
your area Scan the QR code  

for more info
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VOLUNTEER 
SPOTLIGHT 

See page 11 
for the answer

KNOW?DID YOU

Volunteers are the backbone  
of our community. In this edition, 
we meet members of Friends of 
Williamstown and Newport Library.

The group meets monthly and runs  
the book stall on the second Saturday 
of the month outside the Williamstown 
Library on Ferguson Street from  
9.30am to 12.30pm.  

Books, CDs and DVDs are low cost with 
novels priced from $2 and children’s 
books from 50 cents.  

Friends group member, Eva, says the 
money raised from the book sales  
goes back to the community.

“ Over the last two years, we 
donated $5000 to the library to 
improve access to the heritage 
resources at Williamstown 
Library, $1500 to FoodBank, 
$1000 to Williamstown Literary 
Festival and $226 to NSW  
Flood Relief.” she said.

Fellow member Diana has been 
volunteering for years and loves the  
sense of community the group brings.

“ Some of the members have been 
volunteering for over 30 years. We  
always have a laugh setting up and 
running the book stall, and we get to 
know the familiar faces and regular 
customers,” said Diana. 

The group welcomes new volunteers.

“ It’s perfect for people who are newly 
retired as there is not a lot of time 
commitment and it’s not a high-
pressured volunteer position,” said Eva.

What common indigenous tree in Hobsons Bay has separate 
“female” and “male” plants? Hint – the tree has cones that 
Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoos feed on.

HABITAT 
GARDENS  
Have you ever wanted  
your garden to attract birds, 
butterflies and bees? 
Indigenous plants can help. They increase 
local biodiversity, provide habitat and 
food for local wildlife, and require less 
watering, fertilisers and pesticides.  

Plus, local plants have already adapted to 
climatic conditions. 

Growing indigenous plants is one of the 
steps to creating a habitat garden. 

Habitat gardens can also help wildlife 
safely cross our suburban landscape.  

Check out our website for a huge range 
of resources to help you create your 
own habitat garden, including videos 
and tip sheets, hobsonsbay.vic.gov.au/
habitatgardens

NATIVE NATURE STRIPS
You can transform your nature strip  
into a habitat garden by planting  
native species. To make it easier, we 
recommend plants and designs on our 
website. Designs to choose from include 
grass and wildflower meadow, low  
maintenance and super-minimal.

INDIGENOUS PLANTS  
IN INDUSTRIAL AREAS
We’ve expanded our habitat gardens 
program to industrial areas. Industrial 
areas make up one third of Hobsons Bay 
and can be contributors to biodiversity 
corridors. All Hobsons Bay businesses in 
industrial areas are invited to apply. 

Visit hobsonsbay.vic.gov.au/
greenindustries

Tree giveaways 

Don’t forget to claim 
your free tree to plant 
on your property, scan

For more 
information about 
the book sales or 
volunteering, scan 

Diana, Patsy, Eva and Arthur 

For more 
information
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HERITAGE 
RESEARCH HELP
If you’re interested in heritage and 
want to get started on a research 
project, like Alan and Bronwen, our 
libraries have lots of great resources. 

Start with local newspapers, 
Ancestry.com and  
Find My Past databases.

You can also try newsletters 
from community groups and 
organisations, community 
directories and voter rolls which  
are available from our local  
history collection.

LIBRARIES + 
COUNCIL NEWS

We chat with local authors Alan 
Young and Bronwen Gray about 
their book Pier Street Pearls.

Q. What is Pier Street Pearls about?
A. It’s a collection of stories that celebrate 
the history of Altona’s main shopping 
strip – Pier Street. The book is 250 pages 
and covers the first building in Pier Street 
through to today’s mix of cafes, shops  
and apartments. 

Q. What inspired you to delve into the 
history of Pier Street for the book and 
exhibition Pier Street Pearls?
A. We had been living overseas and when 
we came back, we noticed an enormous 
change in Altona from housing stock,  
the community, and just generally in  
Pier Street. We discovered a huge  
appetite for people to want to talk  
about and remember Pier Street  
across all generations.

Q.  Can you share a memorable  
story or discovery that stands out  
from your research?
A. What stood out to us was the 
willingness of the participants to welcome 
strangers into their homes and share 
their lives. It’s been an absolute pleasure 

getting to know these people and feel 
connected to their lives. Some people sent 
us little homemade gifts and cards after 
the exhibition opened to say thank you 
for honouring their parents or sometimes 
grandparents’ life stories.  

Q. How did the community’s  
involvement shape the narrative  
of the book and exhibition?
A. We deliberately worked with the 
community to ensure they felt included 
and valued across all stages of the 
process. If you shared your story with us, 
we took it back to you so that you could 
approve the edit. If someone spoke about 
another person, we took that quote to 
them for comment, and removed them 
if they did not think it fairly represented 
their family. 

Q. Where can I read Pier Street Pearls?
A. You can borrow it from the library 
or buy a copy at Louis Joel Arts and 
Community Centre or by emailing 
pierstreetpearls@gmail.com
Council proudly supported the Pearl 
Street Pearls exhibition through the  
Make it Happen grants program.

Q&A WITH 
LOCAL AUTHORS 

To find out 
more, scan

Alan Young and Bronwen Gray
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NEW GRANDPARENTS GROUP
Grandparents and their grandkids  
are invited to join us at one of our free 
grandparent playgroups. The groups  
run on Mondays, 9.30am to 11.30am,  
at Newport Baptist Church, with new 
groups to follow in 2024 at other locations.  

Anne regularly brings her grandson  
Oscar to the Newport grandparents group.

“ It gets him out of the house so he can 
spend time with other kids and it’s nice  
for me to have time with other older 
people,” Anne said. 

To find out more, email  
playgroups@hobsonsbay.vic.gov.au

NEW CENTRE IN BROOKLYN
We’re excited to expand our programs 
to the recently revamped Brooklyn 
Community Hall. 

Playgroup will be running on  
Tuesdays from 10am to 12pm,  
during the school term.  

Maternal and Child Health (MCH) and 
immunisation sessions are scheduled  
for the first and third Tuesday of the 
month, from Tuesday 6 February. 

To book, visit  
hobsonsbay.vic.gov.au/immunisation 
and hobsonsbay.vic.gov.au/MCH

Check your local knowledge  
against the answersKNOW?DID YOU

GETTING READY FOR KINDER

EXPANDING OUR KINDERS
From last year, three- and four-year-old 
kindergarten is free at participating 
services, thanks to the Victorian 
Government investing $14 billion in 
funding for every child to have two  
years of kinder. 

To meet the demand, we’ve expanded  
and redeveloped kindergartens in  
Altona North, Seaholme and Spotswood 
to create 119 additional places.  

• Altona North Children’s Centre has  
been expanded to include a new room  
in the south building and an existing 
room has been extended. 

• Emma McLean Kindergarten and Daycare 
in Spotswood has been redeveloped with  
a new three-room modular kindergarten. 

• Seaholme Kindergarten has a new 
two-room modular kindergarten and 
upgraded outdoor play area.

The completed projects are thanks 
to a partnership with the Victorian 
Government.

To read more, visit hobsonsbay.vic.gov.
au/KindergartenExpansionProjects 

To register for kindergarten, visit 
hobsonsbay.vic.gov.au/kindergarten

We have many terrific early years programs to get your little one ready  
for kindergarten. Playgroups and occasional care are great for familiarising 
children with following routines, socialising and self-regulation.

STORYTIME, PLAY-DOH, 
AND OUTDOOR PLAY AT 
OCCASIONAL CARE
Occasional care is for children from 
six months to school age at the Altona 
Meadows Community Centre from  
8.45am to 12.45pm on Thursday and 
Friday mornings during the school term.

Occasional care educator Ghada has been 
working as an educator and playgroup 
facilitator at Council for over 13 years. 

She describes the centre as like a family 
and loves getting to know the parents  
and kids. 

“ The kids love the outdoor and 
indoor play areas, especially  
the sandpit,” she said.

“ If you love kids, like I do, it’s the  
greatest job in the world.”

To find out more, visit  
hobsonsbay.vic.gov.au/occasionalcare

PLAYGROUPS
Playgroups are great for meeting 
other parents in your local community 
and playing with your child. A list of 
community playgroups is available  
on our website. We also run supported 
playgroups led by specially trained  
and qualified playgroup leaders. 

To find out more, visit  
hobsonsbay.vic.gov.au/Playgroup 

Concept plan for  
Altona North Childcare Centre
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WHAT'S ON

Event information is subject to change. Please check the website for the latest updates.  
For more events, visit hobsonsbay.vic.gov.au/events 

LUNAR NEW  YEAR
Saturday 17 February 2024
11am to 2pm
Commonwealth Reserve, Williamstown   

2pm to 6pm
Homestead Run Reserve, Seabrook
Celebrate the Lunar New Year with  
with music, dance, dragons and  
delicious treats from the food trucks. 

DOGS IN THE PARK 
Saturday 24 February 2024 
9am to 1pm
Rear of the Hobsons Bay Civic Centre,  
Blue Gum Drive, Altona
Bring your pooch along to a free group 
dog training session in partnership with 
the Lost Dogs Home. There’ll be coffee,  
a sausage sizzle and giveaways. 
Spaces are limited, book your place at 
hobsonsbay.vic.gov.au/dogsinthepark 

SUMMER SOUNDS 
Saturday 24 February,
2pm to 5pm
Commonwealth Reserve, Williamstown
Featuring TEK TEK Ensemble, and  
Yusupha Ngum and the Affia Band.  
Plus, there’ll be loads of fun for kids  
of all ages at the Hoop Sparx circus 
playspace throughout the event.

Find out more, hobsonsbay.vic.gov.au/
summersounds 

BUSINESS EVENTS 
Our 2024 business events calendar has 
been released. Check out the diverse 
range of networking opportunities 
(including out on the water) and upskilling 
workshops - hobsonsbaybusiness.com.
au/Business-Events

CLEAN UP AUSTRALIA DAY 
Sunday 3 March, 9am to 12pm

Many of our conservation volunteer 
groups are hosting a Clean Up Australia 
Day event in their local reserves. Find 
an event near you at cleanup.org.au/
cleanupaustraliaday

WOW CHALLENGE OPEN WATER 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 
Sunday 3 March 
1.2km, 2.5km, 5km and 10km swim
Take part in Victoria’s biggest open  
water swim event in Williamstown! 
The WOW Challenge is for everyone – 
champions, weekend warriors, kids, 
multiclass, fast, slow, young and old! 
The event is hosted by the Williamstown 
Swimming & Life Saving  
Club and proudly  
supported by Council.

TRUGANINA EXPLOSIVES  
RESERVE TOURS
Sunday 3 March, 1pm to 4pm  
Join the Truganina Explosives  
Reserve Preservation Society and our 
conservation rangers for a walking tour. 

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY 
BUSINESS EVENT
Thursday 7 March, 12pm to 2.30pm 
Seaview, Williamstown
Come along to a great networking event 
and hear from keynote speaker Julie 
Hirsch. Julie is an award-winning social 
entrepreneur and innovator and was 
recognised as Telstra’s Victorian Business 
Woman of the Year and named on the 
Forbes 30 under 30 list. To book, visit 
hobsonsbaybusiness.com.au/ 
Business-Events

SONS OF THE WEST IS BACK FOR 2024! 
Join a group of like-minded men in  
your local community for 10 weeks  
of free health and wellbeing activities 
and workshops. Delivered in partnership 
with the Western Bulldogs Community 
Foundation, the program will be  
held in a new location in Brooklyn,  
in addition to Laverton.

March 12 to May 23  
Tuesdays, 7pm to 9pm, 
Laverton Community Hub 
Thursdays, 7pm to 9pm, 
Brooklyn Community Hall 
Get in quick and register at  
hobsonsbay.vic.gov.au/sotw

CHAT WITH MATT

Saturday 16 March, 10am to 11.30am
Newport Community Hub 

Saturday 20 April, 10am to 11.30am
Seabrook Community Centre
Pop-in for a friendly chat with Mayor  
Cr Matt Tyler to discuss any  
Council-related issues. 

JUMP ON THE TOURISM BUS!
See Hobsons Bay as a tourist and join  
a half-day sightseeing tour for just $10.  
Tours run Tuesdays and  
Saturdays between  
January and April 2024.

SENIORS EXERCISE PARK  
COME AND TRY  SESSIONS 
Donald McLean Reserve, Spotswood 
Learn how to use the equipment in a safe, 
welcoming and social environment. For 
dates and times, visit hobsonsbay.vic.
gov.au/SeniorsExercisePark

Free group  
dog training WOW Challenge

Guest speaker Julie Hirsch Summer Sounds Hobsons Bay Tourism Bus

Lunar New Year

To book,scan

For more  
information,  
scan

For more information 
and to register, visit


