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For the first time the Council is combining the
previous Children’s Plan and the Youth Plan into one
Children and Young People’s Plan; taking a holistic
approach to planning for those aged 0 to 25 and
their families; encompassing the transitional phases
from birth to adulthood, and in some cases even
parenthood, in one continuous plan.
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The community consultation was based on the
principles of the United Nations Convention on
the Rights of the Child. Below is a summary of
the feedback.

The Children and Young People’s Plan outlines
the strategic goals and objectives to improve health
and wellbeing for children and young people who
live, study or work in Hobsons Bay over the next
four years. The development of the plan has been
based on evidence and feedback collated
throughout the consultation process.
Essential to the development of this plan was
engaging with children and young people to find out
what they like, value and need for their future health
and wellbeing. Surveys, voxpops and focus groups
were held with children, young people, parents,
carers, schools and service providers. In total more
than 900 people were consulted.

What do you like and value
most about Hobsons Bay?
The consultation highlighted that children, young
people, parents and carers unanimously agree that
parks and recreational space (including swimming
pools) are essential to the wellbeing of all community
members and like their proximity. In addition children
and young people expressed the high value they
place on family and friendships, especially local
opportunities to socialise and play together; equally
enjoying the friendliness and community feel of
Hobsons Bay. People also liked how peaceful
safe and quiet the municipality is.

What improvements could
be made in Hobsons Bay?
Whilst those consulted were generally happy in
Hobsons Bay they identified a number of areas
for improvement. Children indicated that they
would like the opportunity to increase friendships
with their neighbours.
Children, young people, parents, carers and
service providers all spoke of the limitations of the
public transport service and integrated transport
opportunities in Hobsons Bay. This is of particular
importance to young people as it is their primary
means of transportation.
Improvements to parks, facilities and services that
welcome and cater for all age groups was also
indicated as a need for improvement, especially
to ensure services are accessible and meet the
needs of children and young people.

›
		
		
		
		

A socially inclusive society that fosters
a sense of belonging and allows children
and young people to feel safe; making
friends with a diverse range of people
who live, work and recreate locally

›
		
		
		
		
		

The provision of places and spaces that
are welcoming to a variety of age groups,
allowing families to spend time together
and be equally engaged. Building play into
the the fabric of our community so children
and young people feel valued and included

What should the Council
work on for children and
young people over the
next four years?
Overall, the top five aspects for the Council to focus
their work on between 2014 and 2018 include:
› Maintaining and improving parks, open
		 spaces and facilities that meet the needs
		 of children and young people
› Considering and engaging children and
		 young people in the Council’s decisions
		 making processes

What do children and young
people need for their future?
To provide the best possible future for our children
and young people accessible learning opportunities
for all ages and abilities need to be available.
› Local employment and skill development
		 opportunities need to be inclusive of young
		 people to help secure successful futures
›
		
		
		
		

Integrated transport solutions to ensure
children, young people and their families
can move around and beyond Hobsons
Bay accessing the services and facilities
they need for a fulfilled and healthy life

›
		
		
		
		
		

Health and wellbeing services that are
accessible and meet the needs of children
and young people, including mental health
provision for young people and outreach
maternal child health nurses for children
and their parents
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› Advocating for accessible health and
		 wellbeing services and programs for
		 children and young people
› Advocating for improved public transport
› Strengthening learning and play opportunities
		 within the Council’s programs, infrastructure,
		 facilities and services

Next Steps
The community views, concerns and ideas captured
through this consultation have been used to inform
the development of the Council’s Children and Young
People’s Plan 2014-18. This Plan will articulate
the Council commitments, overarching goals and
objectives for the next four years. Consultation will
continue to occur with children, young people, parents,
carers and service providers during this time to ensure
the Council are meeting the needs of the community.
This plan, together with the full consultation paper
and DVD are available on the Council website.
For further information or to have this publication in
an alternative format / language contact the Council’s
Strategy and Advocacy Department.
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