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[bookmark: _Hlk84446200]New viewing platforms along the foreshore
Work on two new viewing platforms and access ramps at Webb and Mount streets, Altona will begin this month. The project will extend part of the seawall and ensure the foreshore is better equipped to handle the effects of climate change. The project is part of the Altona Foreshore redevelopment and will be complete in February. Details: www.hobsonsbay.vic.gov.au/Altonaforeshore
Better Places Brooklyn and Altona North – coming soon
What do you love about Brooklyn and Altona North? What would you change? Are there ideas or priorities that you would like to see in the area that will celebrate and enhance the look and feel of the neighbourhood? Council’s next round of Better Places will focus on Brooklyn and Altona North and residents, businesses and visitors will be invited to have their say on the future direction of their suburbs. Feedback will be used to define a shared vision for the future and a place guide that will identify and prioritise projects. Keep an eye on participate.hobsonsbay.vic.gov.au from early November to get involved. 
Altona intersection proposed upgrade
Five intersections in central Altona are proposed to be upgraded to roundabouts thanks to funding from the state government. Three locations are on Blyth Street at the intersections with Seves Street, Mount Street and Bent Street and two are on Queen Street at the intersections of Queen Street and Sargood Street and McBain Street. The project will also proposes an upgrade of the existing pedestrian crossing in Queen Street at the Altona Library. To provide feedback and view the designs for each intersection, visit hobsonsbay.vic.gov.au/AltonaActivityCentreRoadSafetyProject. Feedback closes on Sunday 24 October 2021.
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Have your say on Newport Lakes plan
Help ‘future-proof’ Newport Lakes Reserve by providing feedback on the draft Conservation and Development Plan. Developed in collaboration with the Friends of Newport Lakes, the draft plan aims to guide strategic planning, management actions and capital works priorities over the next 10 years. Visit participate.hobsonsbay.vic.gov.au/newport-lakes to review the plan and book into an online information session. Consultation closes 31 October.
Maclean Reserve play space 
Works will begin in early November on the new play space at Maclean Reserve in Williamstown (opposite St Mary’s Primary School). The current wooden structure has reached the end of its life span and must be replaced for safety reasons. The new play space will include a swing set, accessible carousel, a trampoline, two timber playhouses with a tube slide and a double slide and connecting rope bridge. Beside the timber playhouses will be a climbing ropes course, monkey bars and a rocking boat. More shade and picnic facilities are also part of the plans, along with new pathways and landscaping. Works are expected to be complete by the end of the year. While the playground is closed, check out the playgrounds at Robertson Reserve, Commonwealth Reserve or Dennis Reserve. Details: www.hobsonsbay.vic.gov.au/macleanreserve
Help us name the new box lacrosse court at PJ Lynch Reserve
Opened earlier this year, the court is the first facility of its kind in the southern hemisphere. We’re now inviting members of the community to submit their suggestions for a suitable name for this facility. Names must adhere to Council’s naming policy. Make a submission by 18 October at participate.hobsonsbay.vic.gov.au/box-lacrosse
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Laneway Gallery
Don’t forget to check out Lina Buck’s exhibition ‘Embrace’ at the Laneway Gallery outside the Woods Street Arts Space in Laverton. For details, visit www.hobsonsbay.vic.gov.au/lanewaygallery
Protect your community
Following a number of recent COVID cases in the 3028 postcode, Council will be delivering fliers to local households with testing, vaccine and welfare support information. Thank you for doing your part and getting on top of this outbreak. Remember, if you have been to an exposure site or have any symptoms, get tested right away and isolate until you have the results. For information, visit www.hobsonsbay.vic.gov.au/coronavirus 
Love Laverton Parks update 
The upgrade of Frank Gibson Reserve is expected to be completed in early November. Works include additional play equipment, new footpaths connecting north and south areas, park furniture, a basketball hoop, junior soccer goals and entry fences. The cricket pitch will also be resurfaced, and new garden beds, irrigation and drainage systems laid. Whittaker Reserve is now ready for play with the installation of a new double swing and two spring rockers in soft-fall pine mulch. In total, eight neighbourhood parks will be upgraded as part of this project. For more info visit participate.hobsonsbay.vic.gov.au/lovelavertonparks
Tree planting in the Wetlands Ward
Over 100 semi mature trees have been planted in Bladin Street, Laverton. Once fully grown, the main road will have an attractive tree canopy. Over in Seabrook, 51 new trees planted in Pipeline Reserve. For more information, visit hobsonsbay.vic.gov.au/UrbanForestStrategy 

General
Waste and recycling
As part of Council’s kerbside waste and recycling reforms, we’re making some changes to the regular service. From Monday 1 November: 
· rubbish bins will be collected weekly
· food and garden waste bins will be collected fortnightly
A new calendar, reflecting the change of frequency, is being delivered to households this month. Download Council’s free Recycling 2.0 smartphone app to set bin-night reminders or visit www.hobsonsbay.vic.gov.au/recycling to learn about the upcoming paper bag trial for food waste.
Children’s Week
Hobsons Bay children and their families are invited to the 15th annual Hobsons Bay Children’s Week celebrations from Saturday 23 October to Sunday 31 October. The jam-packed calendar of free online events offers a diverse range of fun interactive events with an educational twist, including online art classes, science activities, outdoor scavenger hunt and live musical comedy. Bookings are free at www.hobsonsbay.vic.gov.au/childrensweek
Rates waivers
Residents who have experienced a 30 per cent drop in income (combined household income <$80,000) and businesses with a 20 per cent decrease in turnover due to COVID-19 may be eligible for a rates waiver as part of Council’s fourth Community Support Package. For more, visit www.hobsonsbay.vic.gov.au/financialassistance 
Help build an urban forest 
As part of Council’s Urban Forest Strategy, you’re invited to plant a virtual tree where you would like to see a real one. The draft Urban Canopy Delivery Plan prioritises trees to be planted over the next 10 years, as well as incorporating recently planted trees. All submissions will receive a free tree delivered to your door! For details and other great ways to get involved in the Urban Forest Strategy, visit participate.hobsonsbay.vic.gov.au/urban-forest-strategy. Feedback closes Friday 19 November. 
Reimagining our Industrial Areas 
Council is inviting feedback on a Statement of Opportunity document that seeks to reimagine its key industrial precincts. We aim to increase local jobs and diversify our industry sectors, become an environmental leader and balance job growth with community impacts. Join an information session on Tuesday 26 October, 6pm to 7pm and Saturday 6 November, 11am to 12pm via Zoom. Details: participate.hobsonsbay.vic.gov.au/reimagining. Feedback is open until Sunday 14 November. 

