
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How does community safety impact our 
health and wellbeing? 

Community safety is about feeling safe at 
home, in the street, or at work. It reflects our 
quality of life, and our capacity to access 
personal, social and economic opportunities 
without fear or hindrance from crime and ant-
social behaviour (Northampton Borough 
Council, 2018).  

Community safety also relates to the 
community’s perception of safety, as well as 
actual incidences of crime and injury. Crime 
prevention involves activities that seek to 
prevent crime and offending before it occurs 
(Department of Justice, 2012).  

According to the United Nations Guidelines for 
the Prevention of Crime (2002), the prevention 

of crime requires individuals, communities, 
business, community organisations and all 
levels of government to work together. 

Additionally, government planning guidelines 
highlight the key roles of the built and natural 
environments in shaping the safety and 
wellbeing of our communities (Department of 
Environment, Land, Water and Planning, 
2017). 

Feeling unsafe can be based on your 
perceptions of a place or your experiences 
within a place and research tells us this affects 
our health (VicHealth, 2010). 

Feelings of safety can be influenced by 
proximity to threatening behaviours or crime, 
by information in the media and by personal 

Our health is determined by much more than genes and lifestyle 
decisions. It is determined by the circumstances in which we are born, 
grow, live, work and age. When people feel safe within their 
communities they are more likely to get involved in community life 
which is critical for mental and physical wellbeing. 
 
Through its various functions, local government plays a major role in protecting, improving and 
promoting the health of its residents. As the closest level of government to the community, councils 
work to understand the populations they serve and ensure that all residents are provided with an 
environment which allows everyone to equally achieve the best health and wellbeing possible. 

This research summary is aimed at providing information about the social and environmental 
conditions that affect the health and wellbeing of Hobsons Bay residents. 

 



 
 
experiences. However, feelings of safety are 
also influenced by the care and appearance of 
public places, including lighting and 
opportunities for natural surveillance (ibid.). 

When people feel unsafe they feel anxious for 
their personal security which affects how they 
think, act, and go about their daily lives. When 
people feel safe within their communities they 
are more likely to get involved in community 
life, which is critical for mental and physical 
wellbeing as well as community 
connectedness. 

With this in mind, increasing feelings of safety, 
whether perceived or real, can bring about 
positive changes in the way people live and 
ultimately this can improve long term health 
outcomes. 

What do we know about community 
safety in Hobsons Bay?  

Overall, crime statistics for the year ending 
June 2018 indicate that criminal offences and 
incidents have decreased in Hobsons Bay, in 
line with trends across Melbourne and Victoria. 

While crime rates tell part of the story, they 
should not be considered in isolation, but rather 
analysed in conjunction with health and 
economic indicators. For instance, during 
2016-17, more than $128,500 was lost every 
day on electronic gaming machines (EGMs) in 
Hobsons Bay (Victorian Responsible Gambling 
Foundation, 2018). Additionally, there are 7.2 
EGMs for every 1,000 residents in Hobsons 
Bay, crucially above the threshold established 
in research linking higher EGM densities to 

                                                            
1 Unless noted otherwise, all crime statistics described in this 
section are derived from the Crime Statistics Agency (2018a) 
Recorded offences data tables, https://www.crimestatistics. 

increased family incidents and domestic 
violence assaults (Markham et al, 2016).  

Furthermore, recorded offences are just that – 
statistics record crimes that are reported to the 
police. As such, changes in the propensity to 
report may influence recorded crime numbers 
and rates. 

Recorded offences 

In the year ending June 2018, Hobsons Bay 
recorded a total of 6,042 criminal offences (or 
6,270 per 100,000 population). These include 
crimes that have been reported to police as 
well as those identified by police. This is lower 
than the rate across with North West Metro 
police region (8,812 per 100,000 population).   
Only the LGAs of Nillumbik (3,385) and 
Wyndham (5,469) record lower rates of 
criminal offenses than Hobsons Bay in the 
twelve months to June 2018 (Crime Statistics 
Agency, 2018a).1   

As shown in Figure 1, the vast majority of 
recorded offences in Hobsons Bay in the year 
to June 2018 were property and deception 
offences (3,716 or 62 per cent). This includes 
theft, burglary and property damage. This was 
followed by crimes against the person (951, 16 
per cent) and justice procedures offences (633, 
11 per cent).  

 

 

vic.gov.au/crime-statistics/latest-crime-data/recorded-
offences-8, accessed November 2018.  



 
 

 
Figure 1:  Recorded offences in Hobsons Bay by 
type – year ended June 2018 

The rate of criminal offences have been 
trending downwards in Hobsons Bay in recent 
years (Figure 2).  This trend is also evident in 
the North West Metro police region.  In 
Hobsons Bay, the rate of criminal offences 
peaked in 2012-13 (7,751.6 per 100,000 
population) and has generally declined since 
that time. The rate of 6,269.1 offences per 
100,000 population recorded in 2017-18 was 
the lowest since 2010-11. 

 
Figure 2:  Offence rate per 100,000 population, 
Hobsons Bay and North West Metro Police 
Region, 2009-2018 

More specifically, in Hobsons Bay there have 
been declines in the number of offences in all 
types, with the notable exception of justice 
procedure offences. These include breaches of 

orders, which more than trebled between 2012-
13 and 2017-18. Other criminal offences that 
recorded increases over this five year period 
included: 

• sexual offences (increased by 66 per cent 
from 83 to 138) 

• stalking, harassment and threatening 
behaviour (up 35 per cent from 132 to 178) 

Between 2012-2013 and 2017-2018, a range of 
property and deception offences recorded the 
largest decreases, including:  

• burglary/break and enter (decreased by 44 
per cent from 817 to 458) 

• disorderly and offensive conduct 
(decreased by 38 per cent from 240 to 150) 

• property damage (decreased by 29 per 
cent from 885 to 632) 

• the largest single offence, theft, decreased 
20 per cent from 2,810 to 2,258 

Family incidents 

In the year to June 2018, there were 971 family 
incidents recorded by Victoria Police in 
Hobsons Bay, a decrease from 1,016 incidents 
the previous year. Hobsons Bay’s family 
incident rate per 100,000 population (1,007.1) 
is below the North West metro police region 
average (1,122.3) but higher than neighbouring 
Maribyrnong (861.0) (Victorian Crime Statistics 
Agency, 2018b). 

Personal safety 

Of the 800 respondents to the 2018 Hobsons 
Bay Annual Community Survey, 80 per cent 
feel very safe during the day in public areas. 
However, smaller proportions feel very safe at 
night (45 per cent), travelling on or waiting for 
public transport (53 per cent), and in and 
around local shopping areas (68 per cent). 



 
 
While there is no gender difference regarding 
perceptions of safety during the day, fewer 
females feel very safe at other times/situations, 
particularly in relation to public transport (46 
per cent vs 60 per cent) (Hobsons Bay, 2018).  

Road safety 

The most recent VicRoads’ road safety data 
indicates an increasing number of accidents 
within Hobsons Bay between 2011 and 2015, 
with the annual number of fatal and injury 
causing accidents growing from 156 to 208 
(VicRoads, 2016). However, the majority of this 
increase was the result of non-serious 
accidents, with the combined serious injury and 
fatal accidents falling from 65 to 50. 
Unfortunately, there were seven road accident 
fatalities during this five-year period.  

What government policies affect 
community safety? 

Crime prevention and safety is not the sole 
responsibility of police and the justice system. 
It requires shared responsibility between 
government, key stakeholders and the 
community to achieve positive outcomes. 

Crime rates are affected by a range of issues. 
Communities are more likely to experience 
improved actual and perceived levels of safety 
if the community has a high rate of 
employment, education and training 
opportunities, stable income, affordable 
housing, well planned and designed built 
environment, and strong social inclusion.   

Commonwealth  
The Australian Government undertakes a 
range of initiatives aimed at reducing the 
incidence of violence and other crime in 
Australia.  

The Department of Home Affairs delivers a 
range of programs which aim to prevent crime, 
including the Safer Streets Program and 
Schools Security Program, as well as 
administering the and Safer Communities Fund 
which provides funding to address crime and 
anti-social behavior. The Australian Federal 
Police also play an important role in preventing 
online crime by empowering people to use 
technology safely and responsibly.  

In December 2017, the Royal Commission into 
Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse 
presented its final report with 409 
recommendations to the Governor General. 
The Australian Government Response was 
tabled in Parliament in June 2018. The 
Government has not rejected any of the Royal 
Commission’s recommendations.  

The National Road Safety Strategy 2011-20 
represents the commitment of federal, state 
and territory governments to an agreed set of 
national goals, objectives and action priorities, 
setting out a path for action to reduce fatal and 
serious injury crashes on Australian roads. The 
2018-20 Action Plan outlines nine priority 
actions, including reviewing and reducing 
speed limits, increasing roadside drug testing, 
and improving vehicle safety features. It was 
endorsed by the Transport and Infrastructure 
Council in May 2018.  

The Australian Government has developed the 
National Plan to Reduce Violence Against 
Women and their Children 2010-22, which 
aims to reduce levels of violence by 
coordinating action across governments and 
jurisdictions. The Third Action Plan 2016-2019 
outlines 36 practical actions within the six 
national priority areas.  

http://www.fahcsia.gov.au/our-responsibilities/women/programs-services/reducing-violence/the-national-plan-to-reduce-violence-against-women-and-their-children/national-plan-to-reduce-violence-against-women-and-their-children


 
 
The National Drug Strategy 2017-26 is 
Australia’s first long-term framework for 
reducing and preventing the health, social, 
cultural and economic harms associated with 
alcohol, tobacco and other drugs. There are a 
number of sub-strategies that sit under the 
National Drug Strategy, including the National 
Ice Action Strategy (2015), the National 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples’ 
Drug Strategy 2014-19, and the National 
Alcohol Strategy 2018-26.  

State 
 
Most policy related to health, wellbeing and 
safety is formulated by the Victorian 
Government. Safety is primarily addressed 
through policing, laws, sentencing, corrections, 
emergency management, and the criminal 
justice system.  

The Victorian Government’s Community Safety 
Statement 2017 set five priorities to make 
Victoria safer: 1. Reducing harm; 2. Increasing 
connection to the community; 3. Putting victims 
first; 4. Holding offenders to account; 5. 
Improving Victoria Police capability, culture and 
technology. Following consultation with almost 
5,000 Victorians, an updated Community 
Safety Statement 2018-19 has been released 
by the government.  

The Victorian Government’s Community Crime 
Prevention Program engages, supports and 
builds communities’ capacity to address local 
crime and safety issues. It includes a number 
of grant programs: 

• Community Safety Fund grants to 
implement locally based crime prevention 
solutions 

• Graffiti Prevention Grants for councils to 
partner with local communities to prevent 
graffiti vandalism  

• Public Safety Infrastructure Fund Grants for 
the development of public safety and 
security infrastructure  

• Reducing Violence Against Women and 
their Children Grants to support prevention 
and early intervention projects 

• Place-based targeted grants for projects to 
reduce the risk of crime and increase 
community safety in areas experiencing 
high rates of crime and disadvantage.  

• Youth Crime Prevention Grants for 
community-led initiatives that address 
offending behaviour and recidivism by 
young people aged 10 to 24 years 

In 2012, a Parliamentary Inquiry was held into 
the handling of child abuse allegations within 
religious and other non-government 
organisations. The Inquiry’s final report was 
tabled in Parliament in 2013 and contained 15 
recommendations. The Victorian Government 
has accepted all of the report’s 
recommendations covering criminal law reform, 
civil law reform and creating child safe 
organisations. More recently, in its response to 
the Royal Commission into Institutional 
Responses to Child Sexual Abuse, the 
Victorian Government has accepted (or is 
undertaking further analysis) for all 
recommendations for which it has 
responsibility.  

The Royal Commission Inquiry into Family 
Violence Final Report (2016) put 227 
recommendations forward. These are directed 
at improving the foundations of the current 
system, seizing opportunities to transform the 



 
 
way we respond to family violence, and 
building the structures that will guide and 
oversee a long-term reform program that deals 
with all aspects of family violence. All 
recommendations were adopted by the 
Victorian Government. 

The Victorian Government’s Ice Action Plan 
(2015) aims to reduce the supply, demand and 
harm caused by ice. In 2017, the government 
also released the Drug Rehabilitation Plan, 
which broadens the focus to heroin and other 
drugs, and aims to reduce fatal overdoses, 
support families, improve law enforcement, and 
introduce tougher sentencing for drug 
traffickers.  

Towards Zero 2016-20 is Victoria’s road safety 
strategy. It aims to reduce road deaths in 
Victoria to below 200 by 2020, as well as 
reducing serious injuries by 15 per cent. The 
strategy will address known crash black spots, 
increase roadside drug and alcohol testing, and 
provide additional support to help make young 
drivers safer.  

Regional 
 
Preventing Violence Together is a regional 
partnership and strategy that guides the 
primary prevention of men’s violence against 
women across Melbourne’s west. ‘Preventing 
Violence Together 2030: Western Region 
Strategy to Prevent Violence Against Women’ 
was released in 2017 and draws on key 
evidence and theoretical frameworks to ensure 
a strategic and evidence-based approach, 
while also aligning with key state and federal 
government policy frameworks and platforms to 
promote gender equality and prevent violence 
against women. 

In 2018, Women’s Health West released Action 
for Equity 2018-2022: A sexual and 
reproductive health strategy for Melbourne’s 
west. It was developed with input from all 
western metropolitan councils and seeks to 
‘challenge the norms, practices and structures 
that condone violence on the basis of gender, 
sex and identity’ (Objective 3).  

Local 
 
Council’s Gender Equity Policy Statement 
(2014) outlines Council’s role in addressing the 
social determinants of health through a gender 
lens to achieve an equitable community for all 
women, men and gender diverse people.  

The Closed Circuit Television (CCTV) Policy 
Statement 2014 articulates Council’s role in 
implementing CCTV and where this fits within 
the spectrum of community safety. 

Finally, several Alcohol Free Zones operate in 
Hobsons Bay, with three locations amended in 
April 2018 (at Williamstown, Laverton and 
Newport).  

What is Council’s role in relation to 
community safety? 

Creating safe communities is the responsibility 
of the whole community, requiring the 
cooperation of many stakeholders and 
agencies.  

As the closest level of government to the 
community, local government can assist 
communities to actively contribute to crime 
prevention through identifying local crime 
problems, providing potential solutions and 
promoting partnerships and local involvement 
for action. Council has an important role to play 
in influencing perceptions of safety through 



 
 
policy and the delivery of its many services, 
including: 

• working in partnership with Women’s 
Health West under the Western Region 
Strategy Preventing Violence Together 

• implementing Council’s Gender Equity 
Policy Statement 2014 

• enhancing the appearance of public spaces 
through adequate maintenance  

• providing infrastructure that connects the 
community and provides opportunities for 
social and recreational activities 

• planning and designing environments that 
are safe, attractive and sustainable as per 
the Crime Prevention Through 
Environmental Design (CPTED) guidelines 

• working with partners such as Victoria 
Police to understand and address the 
safety concerns and issues faced by 
residents 

• activation of place through encouraging 
active transport and use of public places 
during the day and night 

• building community connections 

• supporting local employment opportunities 

• working with traders to improve 
appearances of shop fronts 

Council is also tasked with an emergency 
management function. It is responsible for 
working with other levels of government and 
emergency services to coordinate responses 
and keep residents safe in cases of fire, flood, 
pandemics, and natural or other disasters. 

Not all local government authorities have 
capacity or resources to provide a leadership 

and coordination role for community safety. To 
address issues relating to community safety, it 
is essential for all tiers of government to 
collaborate. Where appropriate, funding should 
be provided to local government for the 
delivery of responses and programs. 
Additionally, as community safety is influenced 
by a range of factors, community safety should 
be integrated within all of councils work. 
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