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Executive summary 
The City of Hobsons Bay commissioned Parsons Brinckerhoff to develop an Integrated Transport 
Strategy (ITS) for the municipality.  

The strategy is intended to provide a basic framework for future transport development that will enable 
both residents and visitors to access their destination in a safe, equitable and efficient manner.  

The strategy development process comprised the following stages: 

 A review of existing plans and strategies – this resulted in the development of an issues paper. 

 Community and Steering Committee consultation - through the use of a public forum and regular 
study Steering group meetings held throughout the study process.  

 The development of strategy action plans. 

 The reporting and presentation of the final strategy. 

The Steering group developed a ‘Vision’ for the ITS and agreed that the Transport Strategy should 
seek to be both a lobbying tool, and a practical plan for implementation, as well as a document for 
community education and behavioural change. The vision is seen to be in large part consistent with 
the Hobsons Bay Municipal Strategic Statement (MSS). It identified that Hobsons Bay should seek to 
be: 

1. A municipality which hosts a carefully planned, integrated transport network for all 
vehicles, cyclists and pedestrians adding to the quality of life and strong sense of 
community for residents. The transport network will encourage visitors to enjoy the 
area and ensure that the needs of industry and commerce are met while minimising 
the impacts of heavy vehicle traffic on the amenity of the area. 

2. The municipality will have a high class Public transport network (trains and buses) 
which adequately caters for the needs of the local community. 

3. The municipality will have a well planned and constructed network of industrial 
roads connecting to main roads and freeways to service industrial areas without 
affecting the amenity of more sensitive land uses within the municipality. 

4. There will be adequate parking facilities to serve activity and tourist precincts. On 
site parking will be adequate to meet the need generated by particular land uses 
without overloading public facilities. 

5. There will be a network of well connected cycle and pedestrian paths that are safely 
separated from vehicular traffic to encourage commuter and recreational use. 

6. Altona and Williamstown will be important water transport terminals and tourism 
nodes on Hobsons Bay and Port Phillip Bay. 
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The primary outcome of the Hobsons Bay Integrated Transport Strategy is the development of a suite 
of Action Plans within six key transport themes – planning and policy, travel behaviour, public 
transport, pedestrians and cyclists, arterial roads and traffic management, and freight.  

The Action Plans are presented in tabular form in Section 4 of this document and illustrate the key 
issues, a possible strategy response, the actions required in achieving the identified strategy 
response, expected outcomes; a discussion regarding who is likely to be responsible for implementing 
the strategy; and the possible approach to delivery. These factors are then considered relative to their 
relevance to the Hobsons Bay agreed ITS vision elements, and a level of priority is identified. 

In general terms, the strategy identifies the current high proportion of local travel demand in the 
municipality, and recommends the better integration of the planning of new developments with respect 
to land use and transport. It also recognises the importance of the Hobsons Bay Activity Centre 
Strategy, and notes that walking and cycling access to public transport hubs and activity centres is to 
be encouraged through the upgrade of supporting infrastructure.  

As such the strategy identifies that it is important for Hobsons Bay to take advantage of state transport 
strategies and use these to pursue real opportunities, particularly for public transport improvements. 
The strategy also notes the importance of the further development of community based public 
transport, as well as the importance that should be attached to the development of improved facilities 
and information systems for all public transport users. The importance of identifying current and future 
travel demands and network needs is noted alongside the road safety and capacity improvements 
outlined in the Action Plan.   

There are three major preliminary recommendations that the Steering Committee resolved to 
recommend to the Council, as outlined below: 

  A full-time Transport Planner to be employed by the Council. 

 An ongoing Transport Advisory Group should be set up. 

 Integration of Council’s transport and planning departments with the transport planner located in the 
City Strategy Department.  

The strategy should be seen as a practicable and evolving document that will require further 
development and review in response to developing wider policy and local priorities. 
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1. Introduction 

1.1 The study 
In July 2004 Hobson’s Bay commissioned Parsons Brinckerhoff to develop an Integrated 
Transport Strategy for the City of Hobsons Bay. The aim of the strategy is to assist 
Hobsons Bay Council in determining the City’s future direction for coping with the 
economic, social and environmental challenges presented by the future travel demands 
of the municipality and wider region.   

Alongside other policy documents and directions the strategy is intended to help Council 
in future planning, and to assist in identifying short, medium and long term priorities for 
future transport system development, particularly with regard to Council’s likely capital 
expenditure plans and policy development.  

The strategy is also intended to provide a focus and direction for garnering wider 
community support for measures intended to change travel behaviour, and to develop 
approaches for meeting future travel demands in a more sustainable fashion.   

The study objectives note the need to provide a framework that: 

 promotes good access through the development of increased transport options for all 
activity centres and significant places 

 balances the provision of high levels of accessibility with the need to maintain or 
improve economic viability and the sustainability of the environment 

 achieves transport efficiencies which increase the municipality’s attractiveness as a 
location for business. 

The Hobsons Bay Integrated Transport Strategy is based upon the principles of 
sustainable development. Through recognising wider State and National planning policy 
objectives and future long term planning needs, the proposed strategy is intended to 
provide a practicable framework for developing priorities for the Hobsons Bay transport 
system.  

It should be seen as an evolving document which addresses immediate planning need; 
but that also requires development and further review. This review will be developed in 
response to evolving policy and local priorities, and as local and sub-regional tools for 
assessing medium / long-term travel demands and drivers are developed.   

1.2 Background 
The City of Hobsons Bay is located in Melbourne’s south-western suburbs, between 5 
and 20 kilometres from the Melbourne CBD. The City has a population of approximately 
80,500 people and is bounded by the cities of Maribyrnong, Brimbank and Wyndham. 
The Yarra River and Hobsons Bay are to the east and Port Phillip Bay is to the south. 
Included within the municipality are the suburbs of Altona, Altona Meadows, Altona North, 
Brooklyn, Laverton, Newport, Seabrook, Seaholme, Spotswood, South Kingsville, 
Williamstown and Williamstown North. Melbourne 2030 has designated Altona, Altona 
North and Williamstown as major activity centres. 

The City also encompasses large industrial precincts in Altona North and Laverton which 
are major sources of freight activity linking to the Hume and Western Highways via the 
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Western Ring Road, to the Port of Melbourne by road and rail links, and to rail freight 
sidings and the Dynon rail hub.  It is therefore recognised that the municipality is 
important in the context of wider freight planning for Melbourne and nationally (Auslink 
initiatives), particularly considering the role and infrastructure needs of the intermodal 
transport facilities of CRT Group (Queensland Rail), SCT, Westgate and the Port of 
Melbourne.  The State Government’s target to move 30 percent of state wide port-related 
freight by rail by 2010 further emphasizes the importance that should be attached to 
freight carriage in the Hobsons Bay region.   

Population growth within and adjacent to industrial areas, or along busy routes between 
those areas also results in issues for residents seeking a ‘liveable community’, with the 
rising demand for the use of private road vehicles and freight creating further issues for 
Hobsons Bay. The rapid growth of the suburban cities in the arc to the west and north of 
Hobsons Bay creates significant traffic flows along the arterials – through and adjacent to 
the City of Hobsons Bay linking directly to the national arterial systems and the West 
Gate Bridge. Figure 1.1 below shows projected population change in Melbourne from 
2001-2031. 

 

Figure 1-1: Projected population change in Melbourne 2001-2031 

Source: Making the right choices: Options for managing transport congestion, April 2006. 

In terms of public transport Hobsons Bay is serviced by two passenger railway lines – the 
Werribee and the Williamstown line. The Werribee line includes the Altona Loop and 
stations at Spotswood, Newport, Laverton and Aircraft. All services along the Werribee 
line include the Altona Loop (Westona, Altona and Seaholme stations) except for express 
services. The Williamstown line has stations at North Williamstown, Williamstown and 
Williamstown Beach. Local bus route services are also provided; these are shown on 
Figure 4.1.  

Hobsons Bay also contains significant leisure/recreation (tourist) destinations, not only for 
the citizens of Hobsons Bay and the surrounding municipalities to the west and north but 
also as a destination for visitors from:  

 the greater Melbourne metropolitan area 

 adjacent regional areas such as Geelong, Ballarat and Bendigo 
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 a percentage of intra-state, inter-state and international visitors to Melbourne. 

The municipality of Hobsons Bay, with its unique precincts, is therefore becoming a 
significant and marketable destination.    

As pressure on land use increases there will be additional limited scope (and budget) for 
increasing the allocation of scarce space to the road network. It is also increasingly being 
recognised that the reliance on the private car is ultimately unsustainable due to 
environmental concerns and congested road conditions, and because of social and 
economic inequity this reliance encourages. 

The figure below (Figure 1.2) shows the region’s links and influences with the context of 
the greater metropolitan area, and Figure 1.3 shows the municipality’s industrial areas 
and main transport routes which link them.  

A challenge for the city as a whole is to look at ways of meeting the travel demands 
required for a strong and growing economy, whilst effectively addressing the local 
transport needs of increasingly car dependant communities and encouraging alternative 
forms of transport, including public transport.   
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Figure 1-2: Regional influences and links 

Source: Provided by Hobsons Bay City Council 



 Hobsons Bay Integrated Transport Strategy - Draft Report 
 
 
 

PARSONS BRINCKERHOFF  2128217A 001 RPT 0001 C M06078 Page 9 
 

 

Figure 1-3: Industrial Areas and Main Transport Routes 

Source: Provided by Hobsons Bay City Council 

1.3 Meeting Our Transport Challenges – Connecting Victorian 
Communities (South West Suburbs) 
In May 2006 the Victorian State Government released the strategic plan for its transport 
system. Key benefits for Melbourne’s South West are outlined below. 

Short-term projects  

 Improving bus services – extending the Red SmartBus Orbital route to Altona and 
over 250 service improvements to buses across Melbourne and extension of bus 
services into growing suburbs. 

 Extra services on the Werribee – City rail line. 

 Late night train services on the Werribee line. 

 Signalling upgrade between Werribee and Laverton. 

 North Melbourne Station interchange upgrade. 

 New Park and Ride facilities at selected locations. 

 Upgrading arterial roads in the south western suburbs. 
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Medium-term projects 

 Upgrading the West Gate Bridge to change traffic flows and approaches during peak 
times. 

 Widening the West Gate Freeway between CityLink tunnels and the Bolte Bridge. 

 Introducing ramp metering and intelligent transport systems to control traffic entering 
the freeways. 

 Adding an extra lane in each direction on the Monash Freeway.  

 A new station at Point Cook. 

 Upgrading Werribee station. 

 Upgrading the Old Geelong Road level crossing. 

Long-term projects 

 Improving bus services. 

 Ongoing upgrades to provide additional parking spaces at train and bus stations. 

 Construction of a third track between Newport and Altona. 

1.4 Making the right choices: Options for Managing Transport 
Congestion – Draft Report 
In April 2006 the Victorian Competition and Efficiency Commission also released a draft 
report outlining a number of options for managing all transport congestion in Melbourne 
and major regional cities.  

Road supply management options relevant to Hobsons Bay include the following: 

 Augmentation of the West Gate / Monash corridor through road capacity 
enhancement systems e.g. contra flow and reversible lanes, Intelligent Transport 
Systems, ramp metering and removing weaving sections on freeways not coping with 
current traffic. 

 Capacity of the West Gate corridor requires attention.  

Public transport improvement options include: 

 improved commuter rail services through increased system capacity and 
performance, improved service offerings, extensions of lines and the provision of 
additional stations. 

 connections of principal, major and specialised activity centres by high frequency 
public transport. 

 upgrades to suburban bus services and frequency. 

 acceleration of the delivery of disability access requirements across the system. 

 roll out SmartBus routes, with bus priority. 

 



 Hobsons Bay Integrated Transport Strategy - Draft Report 
 
 
 

PARSONS BRINCKERHOFF  2128217A 001 RPT 0001 C M06078 Page 11 
 

2. Study methodology 
The Hobsons Bay Integrated Transport Strategy study involved the following stages:  

 A review of existing plans and strategies – this resulted in the development of an 
issues paper. 

 Community consultation via public forum and a study steering committee.   

 Development of strategy action plans. 

 Reporting and presentation of the strategy. 

2.1 Consultation process 
Comprehensive community consultation was recognised to be fundamental in maximising 
the opportunity for stakeholders and the local community to influence the future direction 
of the strategy, and enabling council to be aware of the local priorities of the Hobsons 
Bay area. 

The following consultation methods were employed: 

 Initial community forum / workshop. 

 Steering committee meetings. 

 Consultation with Victoria Police, VicRoads and Parks Victoria. 

The Steering group also developed a ‘Vision’ for the ITS and agreed that the Transport 
Strategy should seek to be both a lobbying tool, and a practical plan for implementation 
as well as a document for community education and behavioural change.  

The vision is seen to be in a large part consistent with the Hobsons Bay Municipal 
Strategic Statement (MSS). It identified that Hobsons Bay should seek to be: 

1. A municipality which hosts a carefully planned, integrated transport network for all 
vehicles, cyclists and pedestrians adding to the quality of life and strong sense of 
community for residents. The transport network will encourage visitors to enjoy the 
area and ensure that the needs of industry and commerce are met while minimising 
the impacts of heavy vehicle traffic on the amenity of the area. 

2. The municipality will have a high class Public transport network (trains and buses) 
which adequately caters for the needs of the local community. 

3. The municipality will have a well planned and constructed network of industrial 
roads connecting to main roads and freeways to service industrial areas without 
affecting the amenity of more sensitive land uses within the municipality. 

4. There will be adequate parking facilities to serve activity and tourist precincts. On 
site parking will be adequate to meet the need generated by particular land uses 
without overloading public facilities. 

5. There will be a network of well connected cycle and pedestrian paths that are safely 
separated from vehicular traffic to encourage commuter and recreational use. 

6. Altona and Williamstown will be important water transport terminals and tourism 
nodes on Hobsons Bay and Port Phillip Bay. 
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2.1.1 Community forum 

A community forum was held on the 25 August, 2004. The aim of the workshop was to 
bring together all key stakeholders, to:  

 overview the current problems, issues and projected deficiencies,  

 to review current council policies, and to  

 (in a workshop environment) identify and consider a range of potential strategy 
improvement concepts.  

An overview presentation on the purpose of Integrated Transport Strategies was given by 
Susie Strain (VLGA).  

Summary feedback information from the forum is attached at Appendix A. 

2.1.2 Steering committee meetings 

The study steering committee consisted of key stakeholders in the Hobsons Bay area, 
including industry, traders associations, businesses, public transport operators, resident 
associations, schools and tourism operators. Regular steering committee meetings were 
held throughout the study.  

The issues covered in some of the Steering Group meetings are outlined below. 

 A summary of the feedback information from the community forum (see Appendix A) 
was presented to the Steering Committee. The Draft Issues Paper and Strategy 
Development Table were discussed and feedback requested from committee 
members. 

 A presentation was given to the Steering Committee by the Activity Centres Strategy 
consultant (Peter Tesdorpf and Associates). The Draft Issues Paper and Strategy 
Development Table were discussed further, and notes were provided on relevant 
strategies / studies. The ITS Recommendations Paper was considered and it was 
agreed that a ‘vision’ for transport in Hobsons Bay should be included, and that the 
paper should present ideas for transport options in the municipality for the next 5-10 
years. 

 A presentation was given to the Steering Committee by Habitat Trust. There was 
discussion of the Strategy Options Development Table, and comments / 
recommendations received from the Committee members. The Steering Committee 
were asked to send their top ten priorities for transport in Hobsons Bay. 

 John Stanley of the Bus Association of Victoria discussed sustainable transport and 
public transport service standards with the Steering Committee. The Draft Strategy 
Responses were discussed, including the need to create a Transport Advisory 
Committee and the creation of a permanent Transport Planner role at the Council. 

There are three major preliminary recommendations that the Steering Committee 
resolved to recommend to the Council, as outlined below: 

  A full-time Transport Planner should be employed by the Council. 

 An ongoing Transport Advisory Group should be set up. 

 Integration of Council’s transport and planning departments with the transport 
planner located in the City’s Strategy Department. 
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2.1.3 Public exhibition of Draft Hobsons Bay Integrated 
Transport Strategy 

The Public exhibition of the draft Integrated Transport Strategy at Council offices and 
libraries during 2006 forms a key part of the process of preparation of the Final Strategy. 
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3. Key issues 
Key Issues identified for consideration in the Strategy were developed from the 
consultation and the review of relevant previous studies. These formed a primary input in 
the development of strategy options and are discussed further below. 

3.1 Planning and policy considerations 
A range of strategic planning documents were identified as relevant to the Hobsons Bay 
Integrated Transport Strategy (Draft). These include Melbourne 2030 – Planning for 
Sustainable Growth, Linking Melbourne: Metropolitan Transport Plan, Meeting Our 
Transport Challenges – Connecting Victorian Communities (South West Suburbs), 
Making the right choices: Options for Managing Transport Congestion – Draft Report, 
Outer Western Integrated Transport Study, and the Inner Western Integrated Transport 
Study. Other policies that were developed within the Council that also impact transport in 
Hobsons Bay include An Inclusive Community: Disability Policy and Action Plan 2004-
2007, Youth Policy and Action Plan 2004-2007 and Municipality early Years Strategy 
2005-20081. (See Appendix B for a summary on specific references to transport). Major 
issues for Hobsons Bay identified from the analysis if these documents are summarised 
below. 

 The need for an investigation of rail and road capacity through the inner western 
suburbs. 

 The need for identification of strategies to manage the arterial and road network. 

 The identification of opportunities to develop a more sustainable transport system, 
including encouraging walking and cycling, public transport and reducing 
dependency on private car use. 

 Extending and / or improving the local public transport and road networks, particularly 
in growing areas and the enhance accessibility and coordination between transport 
services. 

 A need to maintain efficient links between industry and the Port of Melbourne 
including better access to strategic rail and road networks and realising opportunities 
to increase the amount of freight transported by rail. 

 The identification of a need to reserve land necessary for the long term transport 
network. 

3.2 Demographic issues 
The City of Hobsons Bay is characterised by a number of key demographic indicators. 

 Age structure is similar to Metropolitan Melbourne in that a large percentage of the 
population is in the 35-49 age bracket. 

 Household structure within Hobsons Bay features a high level of lone person 
households, contributing to a high percentage of vehicle use. 

                                                      
1 Please note: the “Municipal Health Plan” and the “Ageing Well Strategy” are being developed and 
are expected to be adopted early 2007.  Specific transport issues from these also need to be 
considered in future. 
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The ageing population group will become a big issue for Hobsons Bay in the next 
decade. In 2004 residents aged 55 years or more accounted for 23% of the total 
population. By 2029 this percentage is expected to increase to 40% of the total 
population. Based on the exhibited ageing population it is likely that travel demand 
patterns and transport needs may significantly change. Possible outcomes may include: 

 the increased demand for effective public transport provision 

 the decreased demand for vehicular travel 

 an increased need for living close to activity centres and public transport with access 
to services and facilities. 

However, as all life stages are impacted by transport strategies, effective and meaningful 
community participation is essential. There are a variety of pre-established community 
reference groups that can be consulted on different issues, these being Youth Voice, 
Environmental group, UPDAG, Multi cultural Advisory Group. A Disability Advisory Group 
will be established in 2007. 

3.3 Current transport context 
Vehicle ownership patterns within Hobsons Bay were noted as generally mirroring the 
wider metropolitan trends. Single vehicle ownership per household is approximately 5 % 
higher than the metropolitan average, but the level of two vehicle ownership per 
household is lower. 

Approximately 65% of the population use the car as the primary mode of travel to work. 
High car utilisation and vehicle ownership trends inevitably mean pressures exist on the 
existing local road network. Rising levels of household affluence also suggests that car 
usage is likely to increase in the short to medium term. 

3.4 Public transport  
Public Transport in Hobsons Bay is adequate relative to elsewhere in the Metropolitan 
area with Hobsons Bay served by two passenger railway lines and 10 railway stations. 

Bus services mainly cater for localised trips and are generally continued to the collector 
road and arterial road network. Trains tend to offer more comprehensive weekend and 
night services than those offered by buses. 

Hobsons Bay City Council supports the 20/2020 target, however, it is recognised that this 
will require a major upgrade of train and bus services. Identified projects include a new 
rail station at Point Cook, rail track duplication of the Altona loop section of the Werribee 
line, a Point Cook bus service to Laverton and a long distance bus feeder for the 
Werribee to Williamstown connection. Council will need to work with DOI to redesign 
local bus routes / networks (including timetables), ensuring integration with rail services 
and connectivity with, for example, secondary schools and industry. 

Many opportunities exist to implement low cost improvements to public transport and 
these should be pursued e.g. the extension of the Zone 1 fare system to Aircraft Railway 
Station, upgrade of station and parking facilities and provision of a car/bus/rail 
interchange. 
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3.5 Private vehicle demands 
Major roads in the municipality include the West Gate Freeway, Melbourne Road, Millers 
Road, Point Cook Road, Douglas Parade and Kororoit Creek Road. 

The Westgate and Princes Freeways form a barrier to the north and west of the 
municipality,  however, these major freeways provide the benefit of channelling much of 
the  more strategic ‘through traffic’  out of the city, resulting in their being relatively little 
through traffic on the local road network.  

Other strategically important roads within Hobsons Bay include Kororoit Creek Road, 
Millers Road, Queens Street, Maidstone Street, Mason Street, Blackshaws Road, 
Melbourne Road, Geelong Road, and Civic Parade. 

3.6 Non motorised travel demands 
The City of Hobsons Bay is fortunate enough to have a long coastline and a number of 
creek valleys running from the Freeway to the coast.  The success of the Cherry Lake 
Bike Path and the bike path along the Yarra River in Williamstown indicates that further 
development of these routes for recreational cycling will bring great benefits to the City. 

Pedestrian friendly environments can be created through more walkable neighbourhoods 
and residential areas. This might involve providing walkable distances and quality routes 
between activity centres and homes, easy crossings of roads (including type of crossing, 
location and waiting time), well maintained walkways (appropriate surface condition,, 
minimizing obstructions, barriers, litter and graffiti; and providing appropriate lighting, 
shade/shelter and seating opportunities), quality links to Public Transport, attractive 
public spaces and facilities (public toilets, benches and places to rest).  

3.7 Freight activity 
Freight activity is a major issue in the Hobsons Bay area as it sits as a primary gateway 
for freight movement within the industrial areas in the municipality, for Melbourne port 
and for freight traffic from the west. Extensive investigations into rail freight infrastructure 
requirements within the region have been undertaken.  

Issues identified include: 

 impacts of increased frequency of stopping and express commuter passenger 
services as well as the New Regional Fast Rail (RFR) services 

 extended rail access to docks within the Port of Melbourne 

 airport transit link – a corridor reserved for the medium to long term development of a 
fast train to Melbourne Airport 

 gauge standardisation 

 provision for Double Stack Container rail access into Melbourne. 
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4. Strategy action plans 
The Strategy outlines a series of priorities and future actions within six key transport 
themes: 

 Planning and policy 

 Travel behaviour 

 Public transport 

 Pedestrian and cyclists 

 Arterial roads &  Traffic management 

 Freight management 

The Action plans are presented in the following tables (Table 4.1 to 4.13) and identify the 
following: 

 Issue 

 Strategy 

 Actions  

 Outcomes 

 Responsibility – Hobsons Bay and partners 

 Possible approach to delivery 

 Relevance to vision elements 

 Priority 

Actions are also classified in terms of anticipated timing, with short-term actions being 
under five years, medium-term between five and ten years and long-term more than ten 
years. 

The possible approach to delivery section of the strategy action plans recognises the 
roles played by major stakeholders in shaping the future transport policy and direction for 
Hobsons Bay. Whilst it is clear that council has a significant role to play in lobbying for 
improved transport systems, the council also has clear responsibility for local roads, 
safety, traffic management, some community transport and cycling and pedestrian 
issues. VicRoads is responsible for the arterial road system, including Freeways, and for 
catering for the needs of on road public transport. The Department of Infrastructure is 
responsible for major infrastructure initiatives, public transport and area wide policy. In 
addition public transport operators and Metlink also play a clear role the future 
development and direction of public transport systems.   

Plans outlining existing bus and rail services and their deficiencies are shown in Figures 
4.1 and 4.2 respectively. 
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Figure 4-1: Bus Service Deficiencies 

Source: Provided by Hobsons Bay City Council 

 



 Hobsons Bay Integrated Transport Strategy - Draft Report 
 
 
 

PARSONS BRINCKERHOFF  2128217A 001 RPT 0001 C M06078 Page 19 
 

 

Figure 4-2: Rail Constraints and Deficiencies 

Source: Provided by Hobsons Bay City Council 
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Table 4-1: Strategic Action Plan - Planning & Policy (Short Term Priorities) 

Issue Strategy Actions Outcome Responsibility Possible Approach to Delivery Relevance to 
Vision Elements 

Priority 

1.1 Address sustainability 
through planning policy 

1.1.1Ensure sustainability 
criteria are applied through 
wider planning policy 

1.1.1.1Ensure sustainable 
transport policy 
considerations captured in 
MSS and applied through 
planning policies (currently 
under review)  
 
1.1.1.2Update planning 
assessment procedures to 
better address Triple Bottom 
Line scheme assessment 
criteria 

Future planning provides for 
the needs of sustainable 
transport modes 

Hobsons Bay 
Planning 

HBCC Planning Policy and Infrastructure 
funding procedures to incorporate ESD 
Principles 

M 
 

S/T 

1.2 Improved integration 
of modes at transport 
hubs 
 

1.2.1 Planning policy / 
urban design to support 
non-motorised access 
for activity centres 

1.2.1.1 Structure planning to 
make clear provision for local 
access through improved 
walking / cycling initiatives 
(secure storage, improved 
pedestrian access, upgrade of 
interchange hubs). 

Rail / Bus stations become 
local centres for activity 

Hobsons Bay 
Planning 

Council Transport / Planning Policy to 
positively influence future structure plan 
development  

H 
 

S/T 

1.3 Support for users 
with a disability 
 

1.3.1.Ensure Disability 
Discrimination Act (DDA) 
compliance built into all 
new schemes and works 

1.3.1.1 Ensure compliance 
and improved mobility 
impaired access in all 
development and works 

Better quality access for all Hobsons Bay 
Planning 

Council to work in ensuring DDA compliant 
designs in developments and works 

M 
 

S/T 

1.4 Regional integration 
 

1.4.1 Co-ordinate with 
neighbouring authorities 
and DOI on strategic 
network integration 

1.4.1.1 Work to coordinate 
sustainable travel plans with 
neighbouring councils 

Develop area wide recreational 
and commuter networks and 
transport systems 

Hobsons Bay 
Planning 

HBCC to work with Western Region 
Councils Forum to improve regional 
transport systems.  

M 
 

S/T 

1.5 Further development of 
planning policy 

1.5.1 Strengthen planning 
controls for influencing 
types of development 

1.5.1.1 Limit undesirable / low-
density development in areas of 
poor accessibility 

Developer guidelines 
consistent with strategic 
planning guidelines and 
transport supply 

Hobsons Bay 
Planning 
 

Development of Planning Policy M 
 

S/T 

1.6.1.1 Review planning policy 
to favour Brownfield site 
development, and to encourage 
high density development near 
activity centres/ public transport 
hubs. 

Provide best practice support 
and advice to industry so it 
understands costs and 
benefits of development 

Hobsons Bay 
Planning 

M 
 

S/T 1.6 Development industry 
initiatives 

1.6.1 Understand industry 
demand and make 
Brownfield sites and higher 
density locations more 
attractive to industry. 

1.6.1.2 Consider creation of 
developer contribution funds to 
support activity centre 
development and provide 
pedestrian and bike path 
access. 

Provide clear developer 
guidelines consistent with road 
hierarchy need and public 
transport supply and to suit the 
role of activity centres 

Hobsons Bay 
Planning 

HBCC to liaise with public transport user 
groups via liaison forum. HBCC to provide 
practical support and encouragement to 
developers via council Industrial Land 
Management Strategy? 

M 
 

S/T 
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Table 4-2: Strategic Action Plan - Planning & Policy (Medium Term Priorities)  

Issue Strategy Actions Outcome Responsibility Possible Approach to Delivery Relevance to 
Vision Elements 

Priority 

2.1 Further development of 
planning policy to ensure 
adequate access provision 
for all modes of transport  

2.1.1 Work with developers 
and VicRoads to ensure 
adequate funding is provided 
in support of integrated 
transport access for all 
developments (Green Travel 
Plans). 

2.1.1.1 Possible use 
of Developer 
contributions for 
improving access to 
interchanges, activity 
centres etc. 

Meet areas of growing demand in a 
sustainable manner 

 

Hobsons Bay Planning Development of Planning Policy  M 

 

M/T 

2.2.1 Proactive marketing of 
designated development 
locations 

2.2.1.1Marketing of 
designated 
development 
locations 

Meet areas of growing demand in a 
sustainable manner 

M 

 

M/T 
 

2.2 Maximise opportunities 
of Hobson's Bay location 

2.2.2 Selling benefits of ready 
CBD / city & port access / 
lifestyle etc. 

2.2.2.1 Ensure priority 
reflected in MSS 
policy context 

Provide improved access to Activity 
Centres and other growth areas 

Hobsons Bay Planning HBCC Planning to be proactive in 
attracting developers 

M M/T 

2.3 Access to Activity 
Centres 

2.3.1.Set priorities for centre 
development and investment 
to support integration 

2.3.1.1 Integrate 
Hobsons Bay Activity 
Centres Study 
recommendations 

Develop high quality Activity Centre 
access for public, private and non-
motorised transport 

Hobsons Bay Planning HBCC Planning to seek DSE & 
developer funding in support of 
activity centre objectives 

M M/T 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Table 4-3: Strategic Action Plan - Planning & Policy (Long Term Priorities) 

Issue Strategy Actions Outcome Responsibility Possible Approach to Delivery Relevance to 
Vision Elements 

Priority 

3.1.1 Improve travel 
choice through 
encouragement of 
alternative modes for local 
trips 

3.1 Demand Management 

3.1.2 Possible tighter town 
centre parking controls to 
discourage car use 

3.1.1.1 Encourage 
alternative modes. Use of 
parking controls in 
selected areas 

 

Development of a local transport 
system that reduces car dependence 
particularly for local and commuter 
trips (Council's Demand Management 
Strategy). 

Hobsons Bay Planning Possible Council planning and 
parking policy review 

M L/T 
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Table 4-4: Strategic Action Plan - Travel Behaviour  

Issue Strategy Actions Outcome Responsibility Possible Approach to Delivery Relevance to 
Vision 
Elements 

Priority 

4.1 Focussed investment 
on sensitive groups and 
need 

4.1.1 Upgrade public 
transport accessibility on 
the basis of local need 

4.1.1.1 Improved public transport 
systems targeted on young, 
needy and mobility impaired. 
4.1.1.2 Develop Council website 
information system (mobility  
Guide information) 
4.1.1.3 Set up monitoring 
programs to evaluate public 
transport accessibility targets 
e.g. proximity to bus stops, 
services increases 

Lower car ownership through 
providing improved travel choice 
to all 

Behavioural change - in young 
and elderly 

 

Council to develop 
advocacy program 
(DOI) 

 

Council to continue to support Travel 
Smart program 

 

Council to include public transport 
timetable information on website 

 

Council to set up monitoring program as 
a basis for identifying areas for 
improvements 

M 

 

 
M 
 
 
M 
 

S/T 

 

 
S/T 
 
 
S/T 
 

 4.1.2 Improved transport 
amenities to ensure 
mobility for the aged 

4.1.2.1 Improved public transport 
systems addressing mobility 
needs of the aged 
4.1.2.2 Set up monitoring 
programs to evaluate public 
transport accessibility for the 
aged 

Improved mobility and 
accessibility for the aged 

Council to develop 
advocacy program 
(DOI) 

 

Council to set up monitoring program as 
a basis for identifying areas for 
improvements2 

 

M S/T 

4.2 Encourage local 
travel patterns 

4.2.1 Facilitate localised 
patterns of travel 
demand 

4.2.1.1 Roll out of Travel Smart 
programs to employment hubs 
and activity centres 

Focused public transport system 
to provide improved links to 
employment hubs and activity 
centres 

Hobsons Bay Council to work with DOI in further 
developing  Travel Smart program 
(Dedicated Transport Planner role) 

H S/T 

4.3 Build on best practice 
in HB and Metro wide 

4.3.1 Identify best 
practice Green Travel 
Plans, school / hospital 
travel plans and work 
with stakeholders to 
deliver 

4.3.1.1 Focus Travel Smart effort 
on particular developments and 
encourage Green travel plans in 
development application 
procedures 

Changed travel behaviour 
particularly amongst younger 
population. Lower car ownership 

Hobsons Bay Council to work with schools colleges etc 
to develop Green Travel plans 

H 
 

S/T 

4.4.1 Use community 
inputs (dedicated forum) 
to define priorities and 
garner support for 
investment plans and 
initiatives 

4.4.1.1 Set up ongoing 
community workshop reference 
groups to review sustainable 
travel plans 

Hobsons Bay M S/T 4.4 Use community 
consultation to identify 
priority investments 

4.4.2 Regular publication 
demonstrating strategy 
progress 

4.4.2.1 Assess ITS objectives 
against measurable criteria 

An integrated transport strategy 
that has community support 

Hobsons Bay 

Council to develop ongoing Transport 
Advisory Group 

M 
 

S/T 

4.5 Travel plan 
coordination 

4.5.1 Work with wider 
stakeholders to develop 
travel plans 

4.5.1.1 Set up council workshop 
group to roll out travel plans 
through employers, hospitals, 
education centres, activity 
centres etc. 

Changed behaviour through 
community support 

Hobsons Bay Council Health and Social Service 
department / to employ travel plan co-
ordinator 

H 
 

S/T 

4.6 Use of Education 
Campaigns to raise 
awareness of transport 
issues 

4.6.1 Use school travel 
plans, employer travel 
plans and consultation to 
educate and change 
travel behaviour 

4.6.1.1 Gradual process of 
community education via school 
travel plans, Green (Travel) 
Plans and Travel Smart. 

A community more receptive to 
sustainability agenda and 
supportive of sustainable travel 
initiatives 

Hobsons Bay Council to work with State Government 
continuing  to roll out plans and raise 
awareness of transport issues 

M 
 

S/T 
 

                                                      
2 See also the Hobson’s Bay Mobility Guide 
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Table 4-5: Strategic Action Plan - Public Transport (Short Term Priorities) 

Issue Strategy Actions Outcome Responsibility Possible Approach to 
Delivery 

Relevance to 
Vision 
Elements 

Priority 

5.1.1 Undertake full review of 
the public transport system 
and needs of Hobsons Bay.  

5.1.1.1 Identify Public transport deficiencies and possible 
improvement strategies 

Focussed Public 
transport investment on 
main corridors 

Council lobbying and 
working with the region to 
obtain funding  

H S/T  5.1 Ensure consistency 
between wider transport 
strategies (Linking 
Melbourne Transport 
Plan, Westgate Bridge 
Studies, LATM studies, 
Transport and Liveability 
Statement, VCEC Traffic 
Congestion Report, 
IWITS and OWSTS etc.) 
and Hobsons Bay 
priorities. 

5.1.2 Identify priorities for 
implementation 

5.1.2.1 Lobby re SmartBus and Public Transport interchange 
commitments Review proposed Orbital Bus Routes for Hobsons 
Bay (Melbourne 2030 Document and Meeting Our Transport 
Challenges Document.) 

5.1.2.2 Improved bus services in Point Cook, Altona North 
industrial area and Spotswood 

Improved links between 
activity centres and 
Public Transport hubs 

Hobsons Bay 
(Develop advocacy 
program for DOI 
and State Gov) 
 Lobbying via Western 

Councils Forum. 

Refer to Figures 4.1 and 4.2 
illustrating bus and rail 
service deficiencies. 

H 
 
 
 
 
 
 
H 

S/T 
 
 
 
 
 
S/T 

5.2.1.1 Train service improvements on Werribee, Altona Loop 
and North Melbourne Station. Set up monitoring programs to 
evaluate public transport accessibility targets e.g. proximity to 
bus stops, services increases. 

H S/T 

5.2.1.2 Improvements for bus services in general, particularly in 
Point Cook, Altona North industrial area, Spotswood and 
Williamstown. Roll out of Travel Smart programs to employment 
hubs and activity centres  

H S/T 

5.2.1.3 Continued implementation of Travel Smart Program  H S/T 
Northern and Western Rail System Study completion Assess 
ITS objectives against measurable criteria 

H S/T 

5.2.1 Work with operators, 
DOI etc. to agree public 
transport investment priorities 
and enhance practical co-
operation (PTC)   
 

5.2.1.4 Set up council workshop group to roll out travel plans 
through employers, hospitals, education centres, activity centres 
etc. 

H S/T 

5.2 Identify short term 
opportunities for public 
transport improvements 

5.2.2 Work with DOI / 
operators to redesign bus 
routes and timetabling 
(including integration with 
rail). 

5.2.2.1 Complete review of local area bus services with a view 
to make improvements addressing deficiencies e.g. 
transportation of secondary school students and to serve 
industry. 

Improved Public 
Transport opportunities 
and usage 

Hobsons Bay 
(Develop advocacy 
program for DOI 
and State Gov) 

Work with Public Transport 
Operators and DOI to 
achieve improved Public 
Transport provision and 
utilisation 
   
 

H S/T 

5.3.1 Work with centre 
owners / public transport 
operators/ private sector & 
Gov. to develop and fund 
interchange upgrades bus 
stops provision  

5.3.1.1 Include in Developer Contribution Plan for improved 
interchange access by pedestrians and cyclists. 

Improved public 
transport hubs based on 
retail, activity centre 
need 

H 
 

S/T 5.3 Identify Public 
Transport interchange 
improvement priorities 

5.3.2 Support local bus 
priority measures/service 
frequency improvements. 

5.3.2.1 Set up liaison groups with retail centre management and 
other service providers to identify opportunities. 

Improved local access 
and bus priority 

Hobsons Bay 
Council to set up 
working group 

Council working with retail 
centre management, State 
Government, and public 
transport operators for 
funding of interchange 
upgrades 

H S/T 
 

5.4 Develop Improved 
information systems for 
Public transport users 

5.4.1 Council support for 
improved public transport 
information through website 
and other information 
systems. 

5.4.1.1 Work with operators to improve passenger information, 
PIDS, timetables displayed at stops  

5.4.1.2 HBCC Website to include a link to Metlink public 
transport timetable and route information. Also to include a 
Journey Planner. 

Improve passenger 
travel experience with a 
view to increasing public 
transport patronage 

Hobsons Bay  
(Develop advocacy 
program for DOI 
and State Gov) 

Lobby DOI and Metlink for 
Public transport 
infrastructure improvements 
and improved information 
systems. 

M 
 
 
 
M 

S/T 
 
 
 
S/T 

 5.4.2 Work with operators to 
provide improved stops and 
information 

5.4.2.1 Look to provide more bus bays etc. Investigate 
opportunities to provide more and improved bus shelters 
(possible revenue) 

   M S/T 

5.5.1 Conduct review of 
current community provision 
and need. Co-ordinate and 
expand to extend. 

5.5.1.1 Continue Aged / Day Care Shuttle Bus and improve 
where possible with volunteer help 

 

L S/T 5.5 Further develop 
Community based Public 
transport to focus on 
sensitive users 

5.5.2 Co-ordinate and expand 
Demand Responsive 5.5.2.1 Continue to encourage supply of Taxi vouchers to 

Improved transport for 
the aged, socially 
disadvantaged and 
mobility impaired 
residents of the 
community 

Hobsons Bay / 
Social Services 

Council Health Care 
Services Division to explore 
opportunities of better 
working with hospitals and 
day care centres and to look 
at developing enlarged L S/T 
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Issue Strategy Actions Outcome Responsibility Possible Approach to 
Delivery 

Relevance to 
Vision 
Elements 

Priority 

Systems eligible residents 
5.2.2.2 Improved public transport information systems targeted 
at young needy and mobility impaired (mobility Guides) 

volunteer programme. 
Council to support Travel 
Smart program. 

M S/T 

 

 

 

Table 4-6: Strategic Action Plan - Public Transport (Medium Term Priorities) 

Issue Strategy Actions Outcome Responsibility Possible Approach to Delivery Relevance to 
Vision 
Elements 

Priority 

6.1 Identify medium term 
opportunities for public 
transport improvements 

6.1.1 Work with 
operators, DOI etc. to 
agree public transport 
investment priorities and 
enhance practical co-
operation (PTC)  

6.1.1.1 Upgrade of Aircraft Railway Station including 
(linked in with Rezoning) provision of car and bus 
parking facilities  

6.1.1.2 Upgrade platform capacity of Williamstown 
Station 

6.1.1.3 Provision of new Point Cook Railway Station 
with feeder bus services 

Improved Public 
Transport 
opportunities and 
usage  

Hobsons Bay (Develop 
advocacy program for 
DOI and State Gov)  

Work with Public Transport 
Operators and DOI to achieve 
improved Public Transport provision 
and utilisation  

H 
 
 
H 
 
 
H 

M/T 
 
 
M/T 
 
 
M/T 

6.2 Further develop 
Community based Public 
transport to focus on 
sensitive users 

6.2.1 Upgrade public 
transport accessibility on 
the basis of local need. 

6.2.1.1 Work with bus operators and DOI to implement 
low floor buses. 

Providing improved 
travel choice to all 

Hobsons Bay (Develop 
advocacy program for 
DOI and State Gov) 

Council and DOI to work together 
on DDA requirements and mobility 
issues. 

L M/T 

6.3 Support and 
encourage water based 
transport systems 

6.3.1 Liaise with 
operators of water based 
transport and industry 
associations to explore 
scope for fuller integration 
with other modes. 

6.3.1.1 Encourage ferry routes in becoming licensed to 
provide daily commuter services. 
6.3.1.2 Support transport hub development 
focussed on water transport/ferry hub. 

Provision of viable / 
not just recreational 
water based ferry 
services from an easily 
accessible hub 

Hobsons Bay (Develop 
advocacy program for 
DOI, Parks Victoria, 
Ferry Operators) 

HBCC to provide appropriate 
interface to Ferry service operators 
and lobby appropriate government 
departments on their behalf. 

M 
 
M 

 

M/T 
 
M/T 

Table 4-7: Strategic Action Plan - Public transport (Long Term Priorities) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Issue Strategy Actions Outcome Responsibility Possible Approach to 
Delivery 

Relevance to 
Vision 
Elements 

Priority 

7.1 Identify real 
opportunities for 
public transport 
improvements 

7.1.1 Work with operators, DOI etc. 
to agree public transport investment 
priorities and enhance practical 
cooperation (PTC) 

7.1.1.1 Conduct Feasibility study of Light Rail 
Services in Williamstown / Altona and other 
tourist oriented areas. Corridor study – connect 
to Footscray Tram Line. 

Improved Public 
Transport 
opportunities and 
usage. 

 

Hobsons Bay (Develop 
advocacy program for DOI and 
State Government) 

 

Work with Public Transport 
Operators and DOI to 
achieve improved public 
transport provision and 
utilisation. 

H L/T 

7.2.1 Define road hierarchy of 
access arrangements to rail (Park 
and Ride) rail stations and public 
transport hubs e.g. Bus Priority 

7.2.1.1 Investigate user pays system to fund 
City Circle Tram or Central Area Transit (CAT) 
bus service. 

Localised Park and 
Ride facilities to 
provide priority to 
public transport users. 

M L/T 7.2 Capitalise on the 
importance of the 
road system for public 
transport interaction 

7.2.2 Work to minimise poor 
interaction of car public transport 
corridors and maximise public 
transport role on road network 

7.2.2.1 Develop bus priority measures (bus 
bays). 

Improve public 
transport supply 

Hobsons Bay Engineering 
(Develop advocacy program for 
DOI and State Government) 

HBCC to work with public 
transport operators, 
VicRoads and DOI in 
defining priorities. Council to 
investigate benefits of 
possible user pays system to 
fund City Circle Tram or 
Central Area Transit (CAT) 
bus service 

M L/T 
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Table 4-8: Strategic Action Plan - Pedestrians & Bicycles (All Priorities) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Issue Strategy Actions Outcome Responsibility Possible Approach to 
Delivery 

Relevance to 
Vision 
Elements 

Priority 

8.1.1 Conduct a full audit of the 
network pinch-points. Develop 
possible improvements and 
maintenance strategies. 

8.1.1.1 Implementation of Strategic Bicycle 
Plan. Develop a Pedestrian Accessibility 
Strategy. 
 
8.1.1.2 Pathways should be planned to be safe 
streets, well lit and shaded at intervals. 

Creation of a friendlier 
pedestrian 
environment through 
more walkable 
neighbourhoods and 
residential areas. 
Direct connection of 
town centres and 
activity centres. 

Hobsons Bay City Council to 
coordinate development of this 
network 

Fund improvements and 
lobby other stakeholders 
as appropriate. Work with 
Stakeholders to create a 
safe pedestrian and cyclist 
network. TravelSmart 
refocused on schools and 
workplaces 

H S/T 

8.1.2.1 Safer Routes to School    H S/T 

8.1 Encourage 
walking and cycling 
access to public 
transport hubs and 
activity centres 

8.1.2 Support pedestrian and cyclist 
access to Activity Centres and Local 
Transport Hubs (schools, colleges, 
employment hubs) in particular. 
Pedestrian connectivity. 

8.1.2.2 Walking School Bus Encourage and 
support children to 
participate in physical 
activity 

Hobsons Bay City council, 
VicHealth and ISIS Primary 
Care 

Council and VicHealth to 
provide matched funding to 
ISIS Primary Care to 
deliver the program 

H S/T 

8.2.1.1 Provide better crossing of Kororoit Creek 
(important intersection between Port Phillip Bay 
Trail and Kororoit Creek Trail). Address 2 gaps 
in Bay Trail (Point Cook and Point Gellibrand) 
and link Bay Trail to Kororoit Creek Trail. 

H S/T 

8.2.1.2 Encourage commuter cyclists by linking 
Bay Trail and Yarra Trail (Westgate Punt or 
some other alternative). 

8.2.1.3 Extension from north end of Bay Trail 
through to Footscray Road. 

H S/T 

8.2.1.4 Station to Station Scenic Strolls (Habitat 
Trust concept). 

H S/T 

8.2.1.5 Low speed environment incorporating 
traffic management treatments and shared 
pathway, Battery Road, Parks Victoria. 

H S/T 

8.2.1.6 Provision of a pedestrian / cyclist bridge 
at the boundary of Hobsons Bay / Wyndham for 
crossing of Skeleton Creek  

H S/T 

8.2 Upgrade 
Supporting 
Infrastructure 

8.2.1 Address discontinuities in 
pedestrian and cycle network and 
design for needs of pedestrians and 
cyclists in all new facilities i.e. 
improved lighting, safe access and 
cycle storage, adequate pedestrian 
refuge, intersection improvements 
etc. 

8.2.1.7 At Point Cook Road, provide a 
pedestrian / cyclist bridge over the creek to the 
east of the road, and paths beneath the existing 
Point Cook Bridge. 

HB to provide high 
quality recreational 
and commuter cycle 
and pedestrian access 

Hobsons Bay to develop 
advocacy program (DOI). Work 
with Stakeholders to upgrade 
network 

Hobsons Bay City Council 
to investigate funding 
opportunities . 

H S/T 
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Table 4-9: Strategic Action Plan - Arterial Roads and Traffic Management Plan (Short Term Priorities) 

Issue Strategy Actions Outcome Responsibility Possible Approach to Delivery Relevance to 
Vision 
Elements 

Priority 

9.1 Need to address current 
/ future travel demands and 
network needs 

9.1.1 Undertake full review 
of network and use of 
strategic traffic modelling 
to identify future network 
pinch-points.. 

9.1.1.1 Work with VicRoads to review a network 
hierarchy 

Create a network 
hierarchy that 
addresses long term 
need in the context of 
an integrated transport 
plan 

Hobsons Bay 
and VicRoads 

Council to work with VicRoads to 
create this system. Lobby State 
Government for improvements 

H 
 

S/T 

 

 9.1.2 Develop 
improvement and 
maintenance strategies 

9.1.2.1 General upgrade Point Cook Road (Central 
Ave to Dunnings Rd), including installation of traffic 
signals at Dunnings Road and roundabout at Point 
Cook / Carinza Ave intersection. 

9.1.2.2 Duplication of Grieve Pde and Dohertys Rd 

9.1.2.3 Maidstone St (improve pedestrian safety) 

9.1.2.4 North Road (improve surface condition) 

9.1.2.5 Ferguson Street (Railway Line to Melbourne 
Road – poor surface condition) 

   H 
 
 
 
H 

H 

H 

H 

S/T 
 
 
 
S/T 

S/T 

S/T 

S/T 

9.2.1.1 Upgrading bus routes along the arterial 
roads 

H S/T 

9.2.1.2 Millers Road (Blackshaws Road to 
McArthurs Rd)– pedestrian signals 

H S/T 

9.2.1.3 Millers Road at Freeway On-Ramp – 
pedestrian safety 

H S/T 

9.2.1.4 Millers Road at Noordene Drive – traffic 
signals 

H S/T 

9.2.1.5 Millers Road / Kororoit Creek Rd – metering 
signals 

H S/T 

9.2.1.6 Ferguson Street / Kororoit Creek Rd – 
pedestrian safety and intersection improvements 

H S/T 

9.2.1.7 Kororiot Creek Rd / Maddox Rd – traffic 
signals 

H S/T 

9.2.1.8 Melbourne Road -  pedestrian signals 
(Williamstown Nth Primary School) 

H S/T 

9.1.2.9 Completion of Local Road LATM schemes H S/T 

9.1.2.10 Implementation of Road Safety Strategic 
Plan 

H S/T 

9.1.2.11 Point Cook Road pedestrian operated 
signals (school and shops) 

H S/T 

9.2 Development of Road 
Safety and Capacity 
Improvements 

9.2.1 Continue the 
programme of selective 
improvements identified by 
Council and agreed with 
VicRoads and / or DOI as 
needed. 

9.1.2.12 Esplanade - Altona 

Improved safety and 
operations on the road 
network 

Hobsons Bay 
and VicRoads 

Council to continue to work with 
VicRoads to deliver major road 
improvements and to fund 
improvements on local roads as 
appropriate 

H S/T 
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Table 4-10: Strategic Action Plan - Arterial Roads and Traffic Management (Medium Term Priorities) 

Issue Strategy Actions Outcome Responsibility Possible Approach to Delivery Relevance to 
Vision 
Elements 

Priority 

10.1.1.1 Millers Road 
(Blackshaws Road to 
McArthurs Rd)– 
pedestrian signals 

H M/T 10.1 Development of Road 
Safety and Capacity 
Improvements 

10.1.1 Continue the 
programme of selective 
improvements identified by 
Council and agreed with 
VicRoads and/or VicRoads 
as needed. 10.1.1.2 Esplanade - 

Williamstown 

Improved safety and 
operations on the road 
network 

Hobsons Bay  Council to continue to work with VicRoads to deliver 
major road improvements and to fund improvements 
on local roads as appropriate 

H M/T 

10.2 Identify current / future 
travel demands and network 
improvement needs 

10.2.1 Undertake full 
review of network and use 
of strategic traffic modelling 
to identify future network 
pinch-points. Develop 
possible improvements and 
management strategies 

10.2.1.1 Arterial Road 
Link - Central Avenue / 
Queen Street to 
Kororoit Creek Road. 

10.2.1.2 Address 
congestion issue on 
Westgate Bridge 

Work with VicRoads to 
create a responsive 
network hierarchy 

Hobsons Bay and 
VicRoads 

HBCC to raise Arterial Road System issue with 
VicRoads, lobby State Government 

H M/T 

 

 

Table 4-11: Strategic Action Plan - Arterial Roads and Traffic Management (Long Term Priorities) 

Issue Strategy Actions Outcome Responsibility Possible Approach to Delivery Relevance to 
Vision 
Elements 

Priority 

11.1.1.1 Duplication of 
Queen St / Central Ave 

H L/T 

11.1.1.2 Maidstone St / 
Queen St intersection 

H L/T 

11.1 Need to address 
current / future travel 
demands and network 
needs 

11.1.1 Develop improvement 
and maintenance strategies. 

11.1.1.3 Koroit Creek 
Road 

 Duplication from 
Grieve Parade to 
Millers Road 

 Duplication from 
Champion Road to 
Swanston Street 

Create a network 
hierarchy that addresses 
long term need in the 
context of an integrated 
transport plan. 

Hobsons Bay 
and VicRoads 

Council to work with VicRoads to create this system. 
Lobby State Government for improvements 

H L/T 
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Table 4-12: Strategic Action Plan - Freight Management (Short Term Priorities) 

 

 
 

Table 4-13: Strategic Action Plan - Freight Management (Long Term Priorities) 

 
Issue Strategy Actions Outcome Responsibility Possible Approach to 

Delivery 
Relevance to Vision 
Elements 

Priority 

13.1 Freight Activity 13.1.1 Work towards a better 
integrated road and rail 
freight to minimise impacts 
(noise, safety etc) on local 
community. Segregated 
freight routes / truck routes 

13.1.1.1 Improve connection 
of Altona North area to 
Western Ring Road e.g. 
Pinnacle Road extension to 
Princes Freeway and freeway 
interchange upgrade 

A hierarchy of activity, 
which allows freight 
activity to occur with the 
minimum of disruption in 
sensitive areas 

Hobsons Bay and VicRoads HBCC to work with 
industry and VicRoads to 
best cater for needs of 
freight industry and local 
road network 

H L/T 

 
 
 

Issue Strategy Actions Outcome Responsibility Possible Approach to 
Delivery 

Relevance to 
Vision 
Elements 

Priority 

12.1.1.1 Minimise impact of inland 
ports on local communities. 

H S/T 12.1 Concerns around 
impacts of Freight Activity 
in the  municipality 

12.1.1 Full review of network and 
use of strategic traffic modelling to 
identify future network pinch-points. 
Develop possible improvements 
and hierarchy strategies 12.1.1.2 Improved signage to 

encourage freight vehicles to use 
appropriate routes. 

Work with DOI and Inland 
Ports to create a responsive 
network hierarchy 

Hobsons Bay 
Planning, DOI, Port 
of Melbourne 
Corporation 

Council working group to define 
policy on freight industry support 

H S/T 

  12.1.1.3 Encourage movement of 
freight from road to rail 

Lobby State Government to 
meet their targets  

Hobsons Bay 
Planning, DOI 

   

12.2.1 Encouragement with the 
industry to develop a full 
understanding of industry drivers 
and future needs and developments 
(freight hubs, ports and inland 
ports) 

12.2 Work with industry to 
understand their long term 
infrastructure needs 

12.2.2Seek industry input to 
reducing employee travel demands 

12.2.1.1 Set up working group with 
freight / haulage industry to 
understand likely future direction and 
priorities 

Better long term planning 
with regard to infrastructure 
sites and integration with 
other modes and local 
populations 

Hobsons Bay 
Planning 

Council to set up working group 
with freight industry 
representatives 

M S/T 

12.3.1 1 Encouragement of 
measures to increase rail freight. 
State Government 

L S/T 12.3 Encourage 
sustainable freight carriage 

12.3.1 Better integrate road and rail 
freight to minimise impacts (noise, 
safety etc) on local community. 
Segregated freight routes / truck 
routes 12.3.1.2 Develop a better 

understanding of long term planning 
of HB based haulage firms 

Reduction in road based 
freight haulage 

Hobsons Bay to 
develop advocacy 
program (DOI) 

Council working group to develop 
a better understanding of freight 
industry drivers 

L S/T 

12.4.1 Review of load limits and 
develop Over Dimensional Vehicle 
routes 

12.4.1.1 Look at scope for 
establishment of permit system 
restricting weight, size and time of 
truck operation 

Better segregation of 
strategic and local traffic 

Hobsons Bay Council to continue dialogue with 
VicRoads 

M S/T 12.4 Freight Activity and 
Community Concerns 

12.4.2 Based on understanding of 
need, look to better integrate road 
and rail freight to minimise impacts 
(noise, pollution, safety etc) on local 
community. Segregated freight 
routes / truck routes. 

12.4.2.1 Improve connection of 
Altona North area to Western Ring 
Road e.g. Pinnacle Road extension 
to Princes Freeway and freeway 
interchange upgrade 

A hierarchy of activity, which 
allows freight activity to 
occur with the minimum of 
disruption in sensitive 
areas. 

Hobsons Bay to 
develop advocacy 
program 

HBCC to work with industry and 
VicRoads to best cater for needs 
of freight industry and local road 
network 

H S/T 
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5. Conclusions 
The key outcome of the Hobsons Bay Integrated Transport Strategy is the development of a 
suite of Action Plans intended to support delivery of the strategy and the realisation of the 
Strategy vision. The strategy therefore identifies various roles for key stakeholders and 
Hobsons Bay City in the delivery of strategy objectives. 

As a general principle the Strategy strongly supports wider and local policy objectives in 
respect of the integration of planning and transport particularly for developments. As such 
the strategy identifies that it is important for Hobsons Bay to take advantage of state 
transport strategies and identify real opportunities for public transport improvements. 
Walking and cycling access to public transport hubs and activity centres also needs to be 
encouraged through the upgrade of supporting infrastructure. It is also noted that community 
based public transport should be further developed, along with improved facilities and 
information systems for all public transport users. 

The strategy also identifies a need to assess current and future travel demands and network 
needs as a part of a longer term planning framework.  It is also proposes that Council should 
work with industry to better understand their long term infrastructure needs and encourage 
sustainable freight carriage. 

The strategy should be seen as a practicable and evolving document which will require 
development and further review over time in response to developing policy and local 
priorities. 

There are three major preliminary recommendations that the Steering Committee resolved to 
recommend to the Council, as outlined below: 

 A full-time Transport Planner to be employed the Council  

 An ongoing Transport Advisory Group should be set up 

 integration of Council’s transport and planning departments with the transport planner 
located in the City’s Strategy Department  
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ISSUES/PROBLEMS – Group 1 
 

GROUP 1 - PROBLEMS 
1. Millers Road/Kororoit Creek Road roundabout dangerous for cyclists and 

pedestrians – no link to Millers Road/Mason Street. 

2. Outside traffic problems.  Huge catchment of western suburbs. 

3. Station zoning issues around Laverton/Aircraft stations.  Traffic issues. 

4. Public transport needs upgrading particularly at Aircraft station to service 
growing area to south. 

5. Roundabouts at Pt. Cook near McDonalds – no access for pedestrians. 

6. Parking pressure – protection of residential parking.  Day visitation areas. 

7. Concession for local industry (rail to ports rather than trucks on roads) 

8. Recreational bike paths – Currently Good - (but need to link) 

9. Poor standard of bike parking. 

10. Poor train system (20 minute service, constant cancellations, lack of shelter 
on platforms (stand in the cold with cigarette smoke), crowded during peak 
hours. 

11. Use of developer’s money – councils more accountable for infrastructure for 
residents.  Better relationships with neighbouring councils.  Border towns are 
suffering (e.g. Laverton). 

12. High Street Laverton Freeway Access – alternate access required. 

13. Through traffic Altona Meadows/Laverton etc., through Altona.  Cannot get 
out into Civic Parade from streets north of railway line. 

14. Widening of Central Avenue – slip lane to Point Cook. Traffication of lights at 
roundabout. 

15. Local governments should give incentives to move into area for local 
employment – less need for transport. 

16. Point Cook development area – “Park and Ride”. 

17. No water transport (consider water transport) 

18. Hoons in cars. 
 

GROUP 1 - SOLUTIONS 
1. Plan for commuter cyclist/re-engineer roundabout.  Corridor planning “big 

picture”.  Downstream effects of development. 

2. Incentives for public transport during festivals.  Create Park and Ride zones.  
Pedestrianisation of popular areas. 

3. Discounts for Zone 2 ticket holders. 

4.  Develop aircraft station. 
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5. Traffic lights and widening of Central Avenue.  Refer to: Laverton Traffic 
Management Study – community input and recommendations are available 
with the report (Traffic Group). 

6. Council to install secure bike parking complying with the Australian 
Standards. 

7. State Government enquiry. 

See 15, 16 17 on Problem Sheet. 
 

 



 Hobsons Bay Integrated Transport Strategy - Draft Report 
 
 
 

PARSONS BRINCKERHOFF  2128217A 001 RPT 0001 C M06078  PageA-3 
 

ISSUES/PROBLEMS – Group 2 
GROUP 2  - PROBLEMS 
 

1. Roundabouts – very difficult all round. 
 

2. Major roads – are an issue around whole Municipality. 
 

3. Lack of north-south bicycle lanes 
 

4. Dangerous to get from Altona North etc., to coast.  Millers Road concerns about 
safety and bike path. 

 
5. Bike lanes used for overtaking on Strand. 

 
6. Federation trail delays. 

 
7. Concerns about maintenance of bike paths. 

 
8. Schools – bike lanes. 

 
9. Track along Queen Street near Laverton Ch. Dangerous 

 
10. LACK of adequate transport north of Civic Parade in Altona. 

 
11. Bus after 7.00 p.m.  – Is there any?  - ONLY one route between Altona and Altona 

Meadows. 
 

12. Delay in dividing Queens/Central Avenue in Altona Meadows. 
 

13. Port cook road 
 

14. Speeding on the Strand – Big concern and Station Road in North Williamstown 
 

Williamstown 
 Difficult crossing Melbourne Road 
 Difficult crossing Ferguson Street 
 No crossing near Rifle Club 
 Strand 

 
ALTONA MEADOWS 
 Poor pedestrian crossing near Central Square 
 Poor pedestrian crossing near Merton 
 Walking to Isis very difficult.  No footpath or buses. 

 
 

GROUP 2  - SOLUTIONS 
1. Create one way streets to promote safety in Williamstown 
2. Extend Civic Parade to Altona Meadows 
3. Ferry Service – regular and affordable 
4. Zones – all  
5. Interconnecting buses 
6. More frequent and flexible 
7. Get rid of level crossing 
8. Cleaner fuel buses 
9. Train to Point Cook 
10. Bike parking at Railway Crossing 
11. Pedestrian/Bicycle priority at Roundabout  
12. More pedestrian crossings 
13. Better north south bike routes 
14. Pedestrian islands at Main Road e.g. Melbourne Road and Kororoit Creek 
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15. Federation Trail 
16. Make council staff walks in Municipality – for awareness. 
17. Build footpath, better public transport to Isis (Community Health Centre) 
18. Tourist “2000 Train”. 
19. Safe bike routes around school and parking. 
20. Island or bump dividing road from bike lane 
21. Nelson Parade – one way street or partial close – 9 space for pedestrians around 

tables 
22. Talk to people who are disabled, elderly, parents with prams 
23. Speak to people from the different neighbourhoods to get more local response. 
24. GET WIDER CONSULTATION AND SPEND MORE TIME ON THIS. 

 School newsletters 
 Community Centres 
 MRC 
 Sporting Clubs 
 Elderly Citizens 
 CALD Group 
 Libraries 
 Retirement Villages 

 
 
General Issues – Group 2  

 Train service good where it exists is good. Need more.   
 

 Very pretty areas – want to promote and encourage this after 7.00 
p.m. 

 
 When Burns Road going to extend? 

 
 Dual Road under over pass to Baseball Stadium. 

 
 CIVIC Parade to Altona Meadows or other ALTERNATE routes to 

relive Queen Street 
 

 CUT OUT transport zones, people avoid Aircraft.  
 

  FERRY SERVICE would be good.   
 

 INTERCONNECTING buses would be good.  Possibly SMALLER 
BUSES (Hydrogen buses). 

 
 GET RID of Level Crossings 

 
 EXTEND train to Williamstown Pier.  Train to POINT COOK 
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ISSUES/PROBLEMS – Group 3 
 

GROUP 3 - PROBLEMS 

1. Wider roads in Estates 

2. Garbage collection and services difficulties 

3. Wider roads to High Point Shopping Centre 

4. Old Geelong Road needs upgrading 

5. Altona Road is unmade – connection to Williamstown 

6. Relocate Seaholme railway station 

7. Upgrade rail crossing (Pedestrian) near sports club 

8. Improve security at rail and bus stations 

9. Hedges cover up footpaths – need trimming 

10. Bus to circulate in Waters Drive and Simmons 

11. Better representations by Law Officer 

12. Consultation on Inland Port 

13. Millers Road reduce to 60 km/hr 

14. Visual, noise, dust – inland port 

15. Reduce dangers goods transportation 

16. Integrated cycle lanes on roads for commuters 

17. Instead of shunting goods trains from the Laverton Spur into Burns Road – we suggest that the 
transport terminal should be on the corner of Grieve Parade and Koroit Creek Road – industrial area 
– not near residential areas. 

18. Pedestrian crossing in Melbourne Road at the Yarra Street designated pedestrian crossing 

19. Upgrade Aviation Road - Mahars Roads rail crossing. 

SHOCKERS 

Passenger rail – zone 1 and zone 2 services 

Goods rail services – no consultation?   

No noise impact - study 

Speed limit on Millers road reduced to 60 km/hr 

Aircraft railway station rail crossing 

Roundabout – too big for large buses or trucks 

Emergency services – one either side of the rail line – fire brigade and ambulance 
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GOOD 
Bay West Trail 
 

 
 Good to ride and walk 
 Not wide enough 
 Need links to other bike tracks 
 Need more bike lanes e.g. Altona North 

 
 Easy to walk around Williamstown 
 Public transport is better than SYDNEY 
 Manned station at Newport 
 Ferries are good 

 
BAD 

 
 Poor traffic light timings, insufficient time between changes 
 Freight Australia works yards are an eyesore 
 Integration of bus and train timetables – need surety of connections 
 Time wasted 
 Deletion previous services 
 Cancellations effect patronage lack of driver, unmanned stations 
 Stations/bus/taxi interchanges 
 No timetable/route maps for buses to Williamstown 
 No clear sign/limited staffing 
 Bus companies/transport not integrated 
 Bus stops not shared 
 Newport car parking very poor 
 Poor lighting – invades local neighbourhood 
 Distance from main station to hub/main centres of attraction 
 Even if you want to leave your car it is not user friendly.  Peninsular 
 Introduce shuttle buses/town service 
 Poor signage 
 No alternatives other than car if venturing down Peninsular 
 Too many big trucks on suburban streets 
 National freight line –  
 noisy trains, bearings not being serviced 
 Increased length size of trains 
 No EPA ruling on trains 
 Nil curfew, run all night 
 Inland port will increase rail usage – appears unregulated 
 Traffic problems at crossings 
 Standard of arterial roads. 
 Must stop all stations from Williamstown, recommend some express 
 GETTNG THE MESSAGE ACROSS, we are talking integration but is difficult to see evidence of 

integration at local/state level 
 Communication of road upgrades.  What is the roads upgrade/repair program i.e. gutters and 

resurfacing 
 Recent growth – younger demographics 
 Higher density housing/dual occupancy 
 Infrastructure has not grown in accordance with times 
 Signage – conflict of signage (40) (40 school times) on streets such as Woods Street 
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GROUP 3  - SOLUTIONS 
 

1. More community consultation, ask the ratepayers what they want 

2. Make the information readily accessible i.e. what is the roads upgrade program? 

3. What are the bus train timetables – why is it not on the Hobsons Bay website. 

4. Build a wall (a big concrete one!!) along the freight line, just like they do on the freeways. 

5. Rail movement curfews 

6. Shuttle bus from Newport to Nelson Place, along Douglas Parade (like City tram loop) 

7. Night bus needs to go to Williamstown. 

8. Why do trucks have to use roads during peak hour? 
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List of relevant studies 
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Melbourne 2030 
Melbourne 2030 – Planning for Sustainable Growth (Melbourne 2030) was released by the 
Department of Infrastructure (DOI) in October 2002, and is a 30-year plan to manage future 
growth and change across the Melbourne metropolitan area. Melbourne 2030 aims to 
integrate land use and transport planning, and to establish the basis for a sustainable urban 
system.   

Linking Melbourne: Metropolitan Transport Plan 
Linking Melbourne: Metropolitan Transport Plan is a comprehensive plan for management 
and development of Melbourne’s transport system. The Plan identifies the key transport 
challenges posed by Melbourne’s growth and development, and sets out directions and 
initiatives to meet these challenges over the next 10 years, with a particular focus on 
strategies and actions for the next 4-5 years. 

Outer Western Integrated Transport Study 
The Outer Western Integrated Transport Strategy (OWITS)has been jointly developed by the 
Department of Infrastructure, VicRoads, Brimbank City Council, Melton Shire Council and 
Wyndham City Council. 

The Strategy provides a framework for developing an integrated transport network across 
the municipalities of Brimbank, Wyndham and Melton.  

Williamstown Transport Strategy 
The Williamstown Transport Strategy provides an integrated approach to transport issues for 
the Williamstown area, with the key objectives being to provide strategic directions in the 
development of land use planning, traffic management, pedestrian and bicycle networks, 
and public transport. 

Hobsons Bay Road Safety Strategy 
The plan aims to reduce injury and death for each road user group by analysis of the types 
and locations of crashes and it deals separately with pedestrians, cyclists, motorcyclists, car 
drivers and passengers, bus occupants and truck occupants. It includes actions aimed at 
special groups such as school children, older drivers, pedestrians in shopping and 
community precincts, high risk (younger) drivers and drink driving. The plan assists Hobsons 
Bay City Council in coordinating its efforts with respect to Road Safety with those of the 
Victorian Government, Victoria Police, VicRoads, and community groups and to encourage 
people to use roads more safely. 

Inner Western Integrated Transport Strategy (Draft) 

This DoI led strategy aims to create a regional framework plan for developing and 
managing the transport networks of the inner western suburbs in the Cities of Hobsons Bay, 
Maribyrnong and Moonee Valley so that services can be integrated and enhanced to serve 
the region over the next 20 years. 

Making the Right Choices: Options for Managing Transport Congestion – Draft 
Report 

In April 2006 the Victorian Competition and Efficiency Commission released a draft report 
outlining a number of options for managing all transport congestion in Melbourne and major 
regional centres. 
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Meeting Our Transport Challenges – Connecting Victorian Communities 
(South West Suburbs) 

In May 2006 the Victorian State Government released the strategic plan for its transport 
system.  

Local Area Traffic Management 
The figure below outlines the LATM areas in the municipality of Hobsons Bay. 

 

An inclusive Community: Disability Policy and Action Plan 2004-2007 
This policy has a variety of strategies that relate to the integrated transport strategy, as 
follows: 

 Continue the development of the Community Transport Program to allow community 
groups to access group transport 

 Improve access to public transport within the municipality 

 Ensure that designated Disability parking spaces across the municipality are located 
where needed and are compliant with relevant standards 

 Continue the footpath maintenance program removing barriers to access wherever 
possible 

 Provide information to residents about potential hazards affecting pedestrian safety 

 Ensure the needs of people with disabilities are considered in the provision of a safe 
street environment 
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Youth Policy Action Plan 2004-2007 
Transport was identified as a key issue in this document. One strategy in this policy relates 
directly to the provision of public transport; however there are a number of service related 
issues that have connections with transport accessibility: 

 Advocate for improved public transport services for local young people particularly to 
areas where access is a key issue 

Municipal Early Years Strategy 2005-2008 
This policy has a variety of strategies in relation to integrated transport under the objective 
‘Safe and accessible environments’.  They are the following: 

 Lobby for improvements in public and community transport systems 

 Lobby for improvements for roads 

 Continue the Western Metro Integrated Transport Strategy 

 Increase/enhance accessible public space across the municipality 

 


