Review of the Climate Change Act 2010: Public
Submissions
Submission Coversheet
Submissions can also be made using the online submission form at www.delwp.vic.gov.au/climatechange-act.
Please complete this coversheet so your submission can be registered and considered by the
Independent Review Committee. Send this completed coversheet and your submission to the
Independent Review Committee by 11pm Sunday 2 August 2015:



By email to: climatechange.act@delwp.vic.gov.au
By post to: Climate Change Act Review Secretariat
Department of Environment, Land, Water & Planning
PO Box 500
Melbourne VIC 8002

Attach your submission to this form or answer the questions directly. See guidance on submissions
on Page 4.
Fields marked with an asterisk (*) are mandatory.

Contact Details
Title* (please specify
one of the following)

Mr ☐ Mrs ☐ Ms ☐ Miss ☐ Dr ☐
Other ______________________

Full Name *

Natalie Walker

Postcode*

3018

Telephone

9932 1096

Email Address

nwalker@hobsonsbay.vic.gov.au

I am making this submission on behalf of * (please specify one of the following)
Individual ☐
Business ☐

Non-government organisation / community organisation ☐
Local Government ☐

Other government entity ☐

Other: _________________________________________
Name of organisation (if applicable): Hobsons Bay City Council
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Privacy Options* (Please complete)
Please select an option.
☐ This submission is being made by an organisation and I understand that it will be published,
including the name of the organisation
☐ I am making this submission as an individual. I request my submission be published
anonymously with my postcode but with no other details.

Copyright and Third Party Information* (Please complete)
Please note your submission will be treated in accordance with the Privacy Collection Notice on
Page 3. You should not include any other personal information in your submission, such as email
and phone details, unless that information can be made publicly available.
☐ I have read the Privacy Collection Notice (located on Page 3)

I am entitled to deal with the intellectual property rights (including copyright) of all material
(both mine and any third party's) in my comments and have obtained the necessary consent(s)
from any and all third parties owning the copyright for such dealings.
☐ I agree

Where personal information about other people (including photos) is included in my comments,
I have notified them of the contents of the Privacy Collection Notice on Page 3 and obtained
their consent to their personal information being disclosed to DELWP and published on the
internet.
☐ I agree

Confidential Submissions
If you have a genuine and pressing need for confidentiality and wish to make a submission please
email climatechange.act@delwp.vic.gov.au or call DELWP general enquiries on 136 186. Your
request for confidentiality will then be assessed by a member of the Secretariat. Confidential
submissions will not be published, quoted or summarised by the Committee.
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Privacy Collection Notice
The Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning (DELWP) is committed to protecting
personal information provided by you in accordance with the principles of the Victorian privacy laws.
For more information read DELWP's Information Privacy Policy at www.delwp.vic.gov.au/privacy.
The personal information in your submission is collected by DELWP to administer the public
consultation process only. Your contact details may be used by DELWP or its contracted service
providers under confidentiality agreements to survey you about your experience with DELWP.
Your submission has been collected by DELWP on behalf of the Independent Review Committee for
the purpose of:
 Informing the review of the Climate Change Act 2010
 To develop the Independent Review Committee’s advice to the Minister for Environment,
Climate Change and Water in accordance with the Terms of Reference.
The Independent Review Committee may do the following with your submission (your personal
information will not be included):
 Provide a copy of your submission to the Department of Environment, Land, Water and
Planning if needed for preparing Ministerial briefings.
 Publish a copy of your submission on the DELWP website, www.climatechange.vic.gov.au or
other Victorian Government website.
 Quote directly from your submission in the review report.
 Submission content could also be made available to other Victorian Government agencies.
For transparency and accountability, the contents of your submission may be published on a
Victorian Government website which is accessible worldwide. Any person may view your comments.
Your comments may remain on external servers, even once your comments are removed from the
original website it was published on.
All submissions are public documents and may be accessed by any member of the public unless you
request, and your comments are given, confidential status.
If you are making comment as an organisation, then your comments may be published, including
the name of your organisation.
If you are making comments as an individual, then your comments may be published, including
your postcode but with no other details.
You have the right to access and correct your personal information. Requests for access should be
sent to the Manager Privacy, P.O. Box 500 East Melbourne 3002 or contact by phone on 03 9637
8697.
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Submission Guidance
In order for your submission to provide the most value to the Committee’s review, you are
encouraged to respond to the following questions and/or the Terms of Reference (located on Page
6). You do not have to address all of the Terms of Reference or answer all of the questions.

Questions
You may type your response directly into this document or write a separate submission.
Note: Do not include private information such as names and addresses in your responses or any
attachments.
1. a) How effective is the current Climate Change Act 2010 in driving climate change action by:
Government? (tick one only)
☐ very effective
☐ somewhat effective
☐ slightly effective
☐ not effective
☐ no opinion
Business? (tick one only)
☐ very effective
☐ somewhat effective
☐ slightly effective
☐ not effective
☐ no opinion
Community? (tick one only)
☐ very effective
☐ somewhat effective
☐ slightly effective
☐ not effective
☐ no opinion

a) Do you have any further comments about the effectiveness of the current Climate Change
Act 2010? [Maximum 1000 characters]
Please see attached submission
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2. What role should the Act play in:
a) Reducing greenhouse gas emissions? [Maximum 1000 characters]
Please see attached submission
b) Adapting and preparing for the impacts of climate change? [Maximum 1000 characters]
Please see attached submission
c) Growing a globally competitive Victorian economy? [Maximum 1000 characters]
Please see attached submission
d) Providing accessible information to the Victorian community on climate change?
[Maximum 1000 characters]
Please see attached submission
3. Based on the Terms of Reference, is there anything else you would like the Independent Review
Committee to consider when developing its report and recommendations? [Maximum 3000
characters]
Please see attached submission
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Climate Change Act 2010 Independent Review
Committee
Terms of Reference
1. Introduction
The Victorian Government recognises that climate change is one of the most critical issues facing
Victoria. The Government is committed to positioning Victoria as a leader in responding to climate
change; by mitigating risks and adapting to its impacts.
The Minister for Environment, Climate Change and Water is driving action to achieve this by
reviewing climate change legislation, policies and programs. The independent review of the Climate
Change Act 2010 (‘Act’) is one of the first steps in this process. Legislation can provide a strong
framework for climate change action.
It is important that the Act is robust and effective, and contains the right powers and tools to tackle
climate change now and into the future. Climate change policy continues to evolve globally and
nationally. By the end of 2015 there will be progress in international agreements under the United
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change. The Australian Government’s climate change
policies will also continue to be refined in the lead up to the Paris Climate Change Conference in
November 2015. Developments in technology; climate science; and the changing structure of the
Victorian economy and its energy systems are also factors that will continue to influence Victoria’s
response to climate change.
The Minister for Environment, Climate Change and Water is required under Section 18 of the Act to
ensure that an independent review of the Act is completed before 31 December 2015.

2. Scope of Review
2.1 Pursuant to Section 18 of the Act, the Independent Review Committee will review and produce
a written report containing recommendations and options to the Government before 31
December 2015 that:
a) Examines the effectiveness of the current operation of the Act in achieving its stated
purposes.
b) Examines whether the Act provides a sound foundation for action (by Government, business
and community) on both climate change mitigation and adaptation.
c) Examines whether the Act is sufficiently robust to deal with changes over time in the range of
factors that impact on Victorian Government climate change policy.
d) Identifies options to improve the Act to achieve the Government’s commitment to action on
climate change mitigation and adaptation.
e) Examines whether legislation is the most appropriate mechanism for an emissions reduction
target.
f)

Identifies the most appropriate mechanism to monitor and report on progress in accordance
with the Act.
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2.2 Pursuant to Section 18(3) of the Act, in developing the options for improving the Act and its
operation, the Independent Review Committee may have regard to:
a) Other Victorian law relating to climate change and any other law or policy relating to climate
change.
b) Developments in climate change technologies and best practice in response to climate
change.
c) Any plan prepared under Section 16 (the Victorian Climate Change Adaptation Plan).
d) Whether the Act needs to be amended to include new purposes, policy objectives or
programs.
2.3 In undertaking the Review, the Independent Review Committee should:
a) Consider climate change legislation and policies in sub-national jurisdictions in Australia and
overseas.
b) Consider any relevant state or national inquiries that review the efficacy and efficiency of
climate change legislation.
c) Consider the known costs and benefits to businesses, households and government where
relevant.
The Independent Review Committee may directly seek the views of the community, business, and
non-government sector representatives in conducting the review. The Review will also include a
public submissions process.
The Independent Review Committee must provide the Minister a written report in accordance with
these Terms of Reference and Section 18(4) of the Act before Thursday 31 December 2015.
In accordance with Section 18(5) of the Act, a copy of the report must be tabled in both Houses of
Parliament within 10 sitting days after the completion of the Review.
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