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The Hon. Jill Hennessy, Attorney General and Member for Altona District     
Suite 603, Level 1, 2 Main Street 
Point Cook Town Centre, Point Cook, VIC 3030 
 
Dear The Hon. Jill Hennessy       20 December 2019 
 
RE: Advocacy for Queen Street bridge pedestrian and cycling connection 
 
I write to you on behalf of Hobsons Bay City Council and over 1,000 local community members with a 
request for the Victorian Government to provide a safe pedestrian and cycling crossing on the Queen 
Street Bridge as part of its planned upgrade. 
 
As you know, Major Road Projects Victoria bridge strengthening works do not include a safe crossing for 
pedestrians and cyclists, which we see as a lost opportunity. Our community has no other option but to 
take a significant risk and ride or walk on the narrow shoulder of the Queen Street Bridge, often travelling 
against the flow of the bridge traffic, which numbers more than 17,000 vehicles per day. 
 
They either take this risk or they are forced to detour 1.6kms out of their way to cross the Laverton Creek 
as part of the Hobsons Bay Coastal Trail connection. 
 
Earlier in 2019, Council sought the community’s support on this issue after many years of advocating for a 
commitment from the Victorian Government with no progress.  
 
As a result of the campaign we received more than 1,000 responses in support of a pedestrian crossing, 
which clearly supports Council’s position.  
 
Council has invested millions of dollars into the nearby trails either side of the bridge, as well as more 
than $12 million into the nearby Altona Sports Centre. Safe pedestrian and cycling access on the Queen 
Street Bridge is the last piece of the puzzle to link this precinct together.  
 
We ask that you consider this request from the people of Hobsons Bay as a matter of public safety for 
state government funding for a pedestrian and cyclist crossing on this key east-west connector of our city.  
 
We thank you for meeting with both the Deputy Mayor Cr Sandra Wilson and myself on Friday 6 
December to receive the signed postcards from the community. Please see attached the full list of 
community signatories to our request. Also see the below link to footage captured recently that perfectly 
demonstrates the challenges of the Queen Street bridge. https://youtu.be/s6QeJYqJ_uM   
 
I would welcome the opportunity to meet with you to discuss this further. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
Cr Colleen Gates 
Mayor of Hobsons Bay  
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