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Spotswood and South Kingsville Neighbourhood Profile 
 

Executive Summary 
 
The Spotswood and South Kingsville neighbourhood is bounded by New Street to the west 
and the Yarra River to the east. The north boundary is shared with the City of Maribyrnong. 
Starting at the western end, it follows the Westgate Freeway and Stony Creek before 
heading north into Hyde Street and then east into Francis Street. The southern boundary is 
formed by Blackshaws Road (starting at New Street) and on reaching Melbourne Road, it 
then follows a line to the coast, between Burleigh and High Streets. 
 
The main land use zones are residential and industrial. Residential development is generally 
concentrated on the west side of the passenger rail line that runs north to south through the 
neighbourhood. Larger industrial areas are mainly to the east side of the rail line. The 
neighbourhood‟s residential development incorporates a mix of periods. Brick and 
weatherboard housing built between the1940s and 60s is common, together with more 
recent infill development. There is also a small heritage precinct, with examples of housing 
constructed between 1890 and 1915. 
 
Residents who participated in the consultation for this profile regularly mentioned the 
friendliness of the people as characteristic of the area. Knowing their neighbours gave them 
a sense of being welcomed and of belonging, something that newer residents said had been 
missing in places that they‟d previously lived. One relative newcomer commented, “I love that 
I know my neighbours - that I can pop over and chat to them if I want to. I‟ve never had that 
in the city before.” Asked to describe what attracted them to the area one resident said, “We 
love living in the west and really like this area. You know when you‟re somewhere and it just 
feels right? I feel like that – it just works for me. It‟s not overly pretentious.” 
 
Population numbers 

 At the 2006 Census, Spotswood and South Kingsville had almost 4,000 residents, a 

small increase on the 2001 population of 3,860. 

 Over the next decade, growth is forecast to accelerate, with the neighbourhood expected 

to have an additional 1,567 residents by 2020. 

 
Age structure  

 Compared to the overall population of Hobsons Bay. Spotswood and South Kingsville 

has a slightly lower proportion of younger children, teenagers and residents aged 60-85 

years. There is also a higher percentage of residents aged between 25 and 34 years, 

suggesting regeneration is starting to occur. 

 All age groups up to 70 years are expected to increase over the next decade; however 

this increase is most noticeable among young and maturing families.  

 
Overseas born residents 

 Approximately 1,050 residents of Spotswood and South Kingsville were born overseas. 

This represents 26.4 per cent of the neighbourhood‟s total population. The main 

countries of birth were the United Kingdom, New Zealand and Italy.  

 Sixty two per cent of overseas born residents speak a language other than English. 
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Residents needing assistance 

 Estimates suggest that 735 residents of Spotswood and South Kingsville have a 

disability.  

 The 2006 Census found that 130 (3.3 per cent) residents need help with one or more of 

the core activities involving self-care, communication and mobility. 

 
Education 

 There are two primary schools in the neighbourhood, one government and one Catholic. 

The closest secondary school is in Altona North. 

 One in five of Spotswood and South Kingsville residents are enrolled in some form of 

education. 

 Just over 47 per cent of the neighbourhood‟s residents have completed Year 12 or an 

equivalent which is approximately five per cent above the municipal rate. 

 Among primary school aged children who participated in the consultations for this profile, 

most indicated they will be attending secondary schools in Hobsons Bay. 

 
Employment 

 Sixty two per cent of the Spotswood and South Kingsville population (aged 15 years and 

over) are in the labour force, above the Hobsons Bay participation rate of 59 per cent. In 

2006, the neighbourhood‟s unemployment rate was similar to the municipal rate (5.5 per 

cent and 5.9 per cent respectively). 

 Of those who are employed, almost 66 percent have full-time work which is about three 

per cent above the municipal figure. 

 The major industries to employ Spotswood and South Kingsville residents are: 

Manufacturing; Professional, Scientific and Technical Services; Retail; and Education 

and Training. 

 
Income 

 In 2006, Spotswood and South Kingsville had 1,906 residents (58 per cent) with below 

average weekly incomes, lower than the Hobsons Bay figure of 64 per cent. (The 

average weekly income in Victoria was $815.40, according to the Australian Bureau of 

Statistics.) 

 At the top end of the income scale, 7 per cent of the neighbourhood‟s residents had 

weekly incomes of $1,600 and over, similar to the municipal rate. 

 In addition, there were 1,197 residents (37 per cent) on very low individual incomes (less 

than $400 per week), five per cent lower than the Hobson Bay figure. 

 
Housing 

 In 2006, there were 1,830 dwellings in Spotswood and South Kingsville. Just under two 

thirds were separate (detached) housing and close to a third were medium density. 

 Almost 30 per cent of households fully owned their home, 30 per cent had a mortgage 

and a further 31 per cent were renting. 

 Between 2001 and 2006, home ownership decreased by approximately 10 per cent, 

while the rate of home purchasers increased by around five per cent. 
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 Residents spoke about rising house prices. Some talked about their children being 

unable to afford to buy a home in the neighbourhood, while several new residents said 

that they had been fortunate to buy when they did because prices had noticeably 

increased. 

 
Transport 

 In 2006, Spotswood and South Kingsville households owned a total of 1,696 cars which 

represents approximately one car per household and is in line with car ownership rates 

for Hobsons Bay. 

 The main method used to travel to work used by Spotswood and South Kingsville 

residents was by car; 64 per cent either drove to work or were a passenger in a car. This 

was below the Hobsons Bay rate of 68 per cent. 

 Residents of the neighbourhood had slightly higher rates of catching the train and cycling 

to work, compared to Hobsons Bay as a whole. 

 

 

Future development proposed for the neighbourhood 

 A new development is proposed at the corner of Melbourne Road and McLister Street. 

The application includes a mix of residential and retail uses. 

 Options for several large residential developments have been flagged around the 

junction of Melbourne Road and the freight line. 

 Preliminary investigations into the feasibility of developing a new recreational space at 

Riverside Park have commenced. The area is located at the south east corner of the 

neighbourhood.  

 Works are being considered to upgrade the playground, barbeque and picnic area toilets 

(at the western end of the reserve), at McLean Reserve, Spotswood 

 Renewal of the playground in Edward Reserve, South Kingsville is planned for 2011-

2012 and will improve access. 

 Traffic signals are planned for the intersection of The Avenue & Melbourne Rd. 

 
 

 

DISCLAIMER 
Every care has been taken to ensure the information in this document is correct. However, 
Hobsons Bay City Council does not accept any liability to any person or organisation for the 
information (or the use of such information) provided in this document. 

 

 

 




