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Altona-Seaholme Neighbourhood Profile 

Executive Summary 
 

Altona-Seaholme is located towards the middle of the municipality, with Port Phillip Bay forming its 
southern boundary. Kororoit Creek, Cherry Lake and the Altona industrial precinct make up the 
northern border. Truganina Explosives Reserve and Kooringal Golf Course are at the 
neighbourhood’s western edge.  
 
The predominant land use in Altona-Seaholme is zoned for residential development, together with 
zones designated for public parks and recreation, and public conservation. 
 
The Hobsons Bay Coastal Park and Truganina Explosives Reserve are environmental features; the 
explosives reserve is part of an important wetlands system for migratory and wading birds. Also in 
the neighbourhood is Cherry Lake which provides important habitat for the endangered Altona 
Skipper Butterfly. 
 
Residents describe Altona-Seaholme as being “just like a big country town, basically everyone knows 
everyone.” With its proximity to the coast, the beach has a major impact on how people live. “Our 
beach is our greatest attraction – no if, buts or maybes about that.”  They enjoy the quiet, relaxed 
lifestyle of the neighbourhood. However, among the things they would like to see improved are 
public transport, particularly the train service, and the diversity of shops in Pier Street. 
 
Population numbers 

 at the 2011 Census, Altona-Seaholme had a population of just over 11,800 residents which is 14 
per cent of the Hobsons Bay population. The current 2015 population estimates indicate the 
population has risen to approximately 12,700 

 over the next decade, the population is forecast to grow by around 11 per cent to 14,500 
residents. Contributing factors include increased development of medium density housing and an 
increase in younger families with children 

Age structure 

 data from the 2006 and 2011 Censuses indicate changes in the age structure, with an increase in 
younger residents and a decrease in older residents  

 population forecasts for the next decade predict continued growth in the number of families with 
young and school aged children while the number of residents aged 60 years and over is 
expected to remain stable 

Overseas born residents  

 approximately 30 per cent (5,416) of Altona-Seaholme residents were born overseas, on a par 
with the municipality 

 United Kingdom and Malta are the main birth places, however the numbers for both are 
decreasing. The next main countries of birth are India and New Zealand, with a noticeable rise in 
the number of Indian born residents since the 2006 Census 

 the neighbourhood has a lower proportion of residents who were born in non-English speaking 
countries compared to Hobsons Bay (18.8% and 23.1% respectively) 
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Residents with disability  

 Altona-Seaholme has an estimated 2,000 residents who have a disability (17.1%). Of this group, 
approximately 600 residents (5.1%) need help with a core activity involving self-care, 
communication and mobility 

Education 

 the neighbourhood has four primary schools, including two government schools and one 
Catholic. There is also a government Prep to Year 9 school and a Catholic secondary girls’ school 

 approximately 19 per cent of Altona-Seaholme residents are enrolled in education which is a little 
lower than the participation rate for Hobsons Bay (22%) 

 forty per cent of residents have completed Year 12 or an equivalent, approximately three per 
cent below the municipal rate 

Labour force 

 in the 2011 Census, the neighbourhood’s labour force consisted of just over 94 per cent residents 
who were employed and 5.6 per cent were unemployed. Both figures are on a par with those for 
the municipality. The majority of those who were unemployed and looking for work wanted a 
full-time job. The main change in employment between 2006 and 2011 was an increase in part-
time jobs  

 the key industries of employment for Altona-Seaholme residents are manufacturing, health care 
and social assistance, construction, and education and training 

Income 

 at the 2011 Census, 7,286 Altona-Seaholme residents aged 15 years and over (66%) had a gross 
weekly income below $999, marginally above the municipal rate (64.6%). The average gross 
weekly income in Victoria was $976.10 

 a further 4,367 residents (36.9%) had incomes below $400 per week, on a par with the municipal 
figure. With the poverty line set at $459.83 for a single working person (September 2011), the 
incomes of more than one third of residents fell below the poverty line 

Housing 

 there are 5,524 private dwellings in Altona-Seaholme. Just over 70 per cent are separate houses, 
with the remainder mainly consisting of medium density housing (26.7%) 

 around 42 per cent of households in Altona-Seaholme own their own home, 24 per cent have a 
mortgage and a further 28 per cent are renting 

 compared to Hobsons Bay, a higher proportion of Altona-Seaholme households own their home 
and a lower proportion have a mortgage 

Internet connection 

 almost 70 per cent of Altona-Seaholme households are connected to the internet, two per cent 
less than Hobsons Bay 

 since 2006, the connection rate for Altona-Seaholme has jumped by approximately 18 per cent 
which is two per cent above the municipal increase 

Transport 

 eighty four per cent of households in Altona-Seaholme are car owners which is in line with the 
municipal rate 

 households in the neighbourhood tend to own fewer cars. For example, 40 per cent own one car 
and 32 per cent have two cars, compared to Hobsons Bay where 38 per cent of households have 
one car and 34 per cent have two 
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 just over 67 per cent of residents either drive to work or are car passengers, which is on a par 
with the Hobsons Bay figure 

 sixteen per cent of the neighbourhood’s workers catch the train to work, two per cent above the 
Hobsons Bay rate 
 

Future development proposed for the neighbourhood 
The following is a list of some of the plans or proposed works for the neighbourhood over the next 

five years: 

 feasibility study for the Altona Foreshore including master plan, revetment (coastal retaining 
wall) and access design 

 planning for the Stage 4 of Pier Street works including playground and pathway upgrades at 
Logan Reserve 

 ongoing implementation of the Altona Central Sports Precinct Master plan that 
accommodates multiple sporting and recreation activities including hockey, cricket, AFL, 
soccer, tennis, little athletics and dog obedience 

 implementation of the Truganina Explosives Reserve Master Plan including restoration work 
on the residence at Truganina Explosives Reserve 

 G.H Ransom Reserve play space and toilet upgrade 

 car parking works at Kim Reserve 
 
 

DATA DISCLAIMER 

Every care has been taken to ensure the information in this document is correct. However, 

Hobsons Bay City Council does not accept any liability to any person or organisation for the 

information (or the use of such information) provided in this document. 
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Altona – Seaholme Neighbourhood 

Past, Current and Future Development 
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A. Location  
The geographic boundary of Altona-Seaholme is predominantly formed by the open space, industrial 
land and the coast.  
 
The north east boundary of the Altona-Seaholme is formed by Kororoit Creek. It then heads south 
along Millers Road before skirting Cherry Lake Reserve and turning north along McIntyre Drive and 
on to Lugg Street. It then runs south along Brook Drive, turning west into Belmar Avenue and north 
at Maidstone Street. At Morrow Street, the western boundary follows Galvin Street, Purnell Street 
and Grant Avenue, then the northern edge of the Kooringal Golf Course, down Queen Street to 
Truganina Explosives Reserve, where it meets the southern coastal boundary. 

 
B. History and development 
 
First people 
The Yalukit-willam lived in the area now covered by Hobsons Bay and extending across to Albert Park 
before white settlement. They were one of the six clans or language groups of the Bunurong people 
who are the traditional owners of the coast and land extending across Port Phillip Bay, the 
Mornington Peninsula and Western Port. 1 
 

Yalukit-willam: The First People of the City of Hobsons Bay, a publication written by Dr Ian Clark
2  

and commissioned by the Hobsons Bay City Council, refers to the first people as “semi-nomadic 
hunter-gatherers who moved around within the limits of their territory to take advantage of 
seasonably available food”. The region offered a varied diet including fish, birds, eels, eggs and 
snakes. According to historian Susan Priestley, “Evidence of the rich diet of coastal Bunurong is often 
in the form of middens (or rubbish heaps of discarded shells). It is known that a large shell midden 
existed near Altona, but it was later destroyed.”  Priestly also noted that two Aboriginal burial sites 
were found in Altona in the last century although there is no information as to whether these have 
survived.3 
 
European history 
The European history of Altona is linked back to the early 1800s. “Batman arrived in 1835, bartered 
600,000 acres of land, which included all of Altona, from the natives, and with J. P. Fawkner founded 
Melbourne.” 4  
 
Two pastoralists who arrived in Altona soon after were Robert Wrede and Alfred Langhorne and a 
little later, William Cherry, after whom Cherry Lake was named. Alfred Langhorne built the Altona 
Homestead in Logan Reserve in 1942 and when he died in 1874, Langhorne owned four square miles 
of farmland in the area. Among the farming activities in the neighbourhood were dairy cattle, sheep,  
pigs and fowls. “Cattle continued to graze on much of what is now Altona and Laverton well into the 
twentieth century.”5 
 
According to the Hobsons Bay Heritage Study6, a number of roads such as Kororit Creek Road started 
life as tracks used by pastoralists and farmers to get to markets. “From the 1840s at least, stepping 
stones on the lower reaches of Kororoit Creek connected the track to Point Gellibrand and  to the 
pastoral stations on the bay at Altona… The stepping stones were a component of the route called 
Skeleton Creek Road, but now called Kororoit Creek Road, which connected Williamstown, across 
Altona, to properties at the Skeleton Creek in the 1850s.” 
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Source: National Library Australia, 1920, 
Production of electrical energy: where should 
the first national power house be? Morwell or 
Altona, Arbuckle, Waddell, Melbourne 

 

 
Horse racing began at the Williamstown 
Racecourse (near the mouth of Kororit Creek and 
now part of Seaholme) in 1858. It was once the 
third largest track in Victoria. In later years, Phar 
Lap ran there and the final racing meeting occurred 
in 1940.7

 

  
In the 1880s, developers purchased land in Altona 
for housing, marketing the estate as a seaside 
resort. To help promote and attract people to the 
area, they built the Altona Pier and extended the 
Williamstown railway line from the Williamstown 
racecourse to the beach. While some housing 
blocks were sold, most were left undeveloped. “By 
1891 there were possibly five new houses, and 
much of the estate's land was still being used for 
dairy or agriculture.”8  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Parcels of the Altona Bay Estate land were later sold to 
another developer and were subdivided into more than 
3000 lots. The area east of Millers Road was named 
Seaholme. The first auctions were held in 1918 although 
development could not descibed as rapid. By the 1930s 
there about 400 houses built in Altona and on the 
Seaholme Estate was “a shop and 29 dwellings.”9 
 
The privately-owned railway that serviced the area had 
had something of a chequered history. Having closed in 
1890 due to low patronage, it was reopened and 
extended in 1899 to service a new a coal mine in 
Maidstone Street, Altona. Eventually, Victorian Railways 
took over the line and it was electrified in 1926.10 

 
 
 
 
This early connection with coal mining is referred to in the Hobsons Bay Heritage Study. “The most 
successful coal mine was began in 1906 by the Altona and Morwell Coal Development and Option 
Co. Ltd who sunk a shaft in what is now Harrington Square Altona.”11 It was later closed when the 
State Electricity Company decided to develop coal at Morwell instead.  
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The neighbourhood was also 
home to an army training camp 
during World War 1, located 
south of the railway line 
between Bayview Street, Millers 
Road and the beach.  Special 
troop trains were run to bring 
soldiers and visitors.  It 
operated for only one year 
during 1916 and housed about 
1,400 men.12  

 
 
 
 

In terms of commercial activity, there is no mention of shops in the neighbourhood until 1916 when 
the Blomberg family opened a general store, woodyard, post office, newsagency and tea rooms in 
Pier Street. Several years later a cafe and hall were built on the corner of the Esplanade and Pier 
Street and in the mid-1920s a block of shops were constructed near Altona Railway Station.13  
 
In 1932, a small hospital opened in Pier Street, north of the railway line; Louis Joel being was the first 
doctor. In 1938 the hospital moved over to Sargood Street where it operated until its closure in 
1996. The Louis Joel Arts and Community Centre now occupies part of the building (refer to section 
on Community and cultural activities).14 
 
Up until World War II, development of the neighbourhood continued to be reasonably slow. 
However, the period after the war marked something of a turning point. In response to the arrival in 
Australia of migrants and displaced persons, government hostels were set up and two were in 
Hobsons Bay, at Altona and Brooklyn. “Brooklyn Hostel mainly housed British migrants and it was 
here that one of Altona's unique housing co-operative was started when one hundred hostel families 
started the British Migrant's Association, which bought land at Seaholme. Members worked together 
to construct timber house frames in a woolshed at Brooklyn, before assembling them on house 
sites.”15 Among the new arrivals, migrants seeking  
to maintain some connection with their 
birthplace and countrymen set clubs and centres, 
including the Finnish Hall in a former Red Robin 
hosiery factory in Pier Street, Altona (the census 
shows that in 1971, 42 per cent of residents of 
the City of Altona were born overseas). 
 
This period also saw the establishment of the 
petroleum industry, with the Vacuum Oil 
Company Ltd setting up their first refinery in 
Altona 1949. Eventually this became Mobil 
Refinery Pty Ltd and it remains a dominant 
feature  of the physical landscape and economy. 
 

Source: State Library Victoria, Newey, John A. compiler, Altona, group of 
soldiers, Date(s) of creation: [ca. 1913-ca. 1955] 

 

Source: National Library Australia, Sievers, Wolfgang 1954, 
Stanvac oil refinery [construction], Altona, Victoria, 1954, 
[8], http://trove.nla.gov.au/version/37936075 
 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/version/37936075
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One unusual feature of the neighbourhood which opened 
in 1954 was a race track, replaced in late years by Cherry 
Lake. It operated for only a brief period and was closed 
soon after in 1955 due to flagging attendances and safety 
issue (refer to the section on Environmental features for 
more information about Cherry Lake). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
New industry attracted new residents and between 
the mid 1950s and 1960s, the neighbourhood’s 
population trebled, with Council reporting that 500 
houses were being built annually.16 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Shire of Altona was proclaimed in 1957 after 
initially being part of the Shire of Wyndham. The 
council offices operated out of the Altona 
Homestead in Logan Reserve, moving to their 
current location in Civic Parade in 1963. Altona 
was declared a city in 1968 and changes 
municipal boundaries in 1994 led to the 
formation of the City of Hobsons Bay which 
incorporated the Cities of Williamstown and 
Altona. 
 

Source: National Library Australia, Seaholme Post Office [Year 

identified: 1968] http://trove.nla.gov.au/version/175946752 

Source: State Library Victoria, Postcard [ca. 1970] Accession no(s) 
H86.98/301 

Source: National Library Australia (Trove) 
Williamstown Chronicle, 19 February 1954 
 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/version/175946752
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C. The Current Environment  
 
Land uses  
The types of land uses in Altona-Seaholme are predominantly residential (GRZ2), public park and 
recreation zones (PPRZ), and public conservation zones (PCRZ).  
 
There are also a number of public use zones (PUZ) scattered across the neighbourhood which are 
used for a range of facilities such as schools, council offices, a public library and health services. The 
public use zone – transport  (PUZ4) which cuts an east west line through the neighbourhood is a rail 
reserve which provides a rail service from Laverton through the to the Melbourne central business 
district. 
 
The main commercial (C1Z) and mixed use (MUZ) zones run north south along Pier Street in the 
centre of the neighbourhood. There is a smaller commercial zone at Harrington Square at the 
western end of neighbourhood, on the north side of the rail line. There are no commercial or mixed 
use zones at the Seaholme end of the neighbourhood. 
 

 
 
Environmental features 
In the mid-1990s, Melbourne Parks and Waterways together with the City of Hobsons Bay proposed 
the ‘Williamstown-Altona Coastal Parklands’, incorporating all Crown and Council owned coastal 
land between Laverton Creek and Point Gellibrand. Now called the Hobsons Bay Coastal Park and 
subsequently enlarged, it extends for 23 kilometres from Skeleton Creek in the west, passing 
through the neighbourhood, to the Stony Creek Backwash at Spotswood. It includes the foreshore 
areas of Seaholme and Altona, Truganina Explosives Reserve, Cherry Lake and the Altona Coastal 
Park. 

Cherry Lake 
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This park is a major feature of the neighbourhood and includes the extensive coastline and shared 
pathway which extends across the bottom edge of the neighbourhood. The beaches are used for a 
range of sporting activities including swimming, wind surfing and boating.  
 
Truganina Explosives Reserve  
Located at the western end of the neighbourhood, Truganina Explosives Reserve was established in 
1901 for the storage and handling of commercial explosives. In the early 1990s, the site was declared 
surplus and following a campaign by Council and local residents, the state government appointed 
Council as the Committee of Management of the land, for use as recreational parkland. 
 
The area around the Truganina Explosives Reserve is part of an important wetlands system for 
migratory and wading birds. As mentioned, it forms part of the traditional land of the Yallukit-willam. 
Aboriginal remains and artefacts have been found at the reserve, indicating the area was a popular 
camping site.  Artefacts that have been found include anvils, hammer stones and ground edge axes.  
 

 
Cherry Lake  
Formerly a seasonal swamp and a motor race track, Cherry 
Lake was made into a permanent lake in the 1970s to help 
prevent flooding of the nearby residential area. The 
surrounds are used for a range of recreational activities, as 
well as being an important water habitat that includes 
pelicans, swans and swamp hens. At the western end of the 
lake are areas of Chaffy Saw Sedge which provides 
important habitat for the endangered Altona Skipper 
Butterfly.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
Residential Development   
In general, the neighbourhood is a relatively 
quiet area, with few busy roads. The streets 
are often wide with some forming a grid 
pattern while others mimic the coastline. 
 
Most residential development began after 
World War 11 and a large amount of the 
housing that was built in the 1950s and 
1960s still remains. This tends to be single 
storey and clad in either weatherboard or 
brick. House blocks of this period were 
generous so houses are set back from the 
street allowing for larger gardens. Streets all 
have footpaths and nature strips and are 
often lined with mature native trees.  
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The neighbourhood is now attracting 
new residents, with its beach location, 
proximity to the city, good access to 
services and relatively cheaper housing 
compared to inner Melbourne suburbs. 
This has resulted in a change in the 
style of housing in recent 
developments.  
 
Unlike the older housing stock much of 
the new housing is double storey. Along 
The Esplanade, many of the older 
houses have been replaced with large, 
imposing houses and as mentioned 
previously, there have also been several 
apartment blocks constructed in Pier 
Street, bringing a different ‘feel’ to the 
northern end of the street. 

 
 
Infill development is also 
occurring throughout the 
neighbourhood. In most 
instances, the traditional houses 
are replaced by several town 
houses or semi-detached housing.  
Adding to the housing stock is a 
new social housing development 
(see photo) which has provided 
affordable housing for older 
residents.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Community and Cultural activities 
The Louis Joel Arts and Community Centre plays an important role as a cultural hub for the 
neighbourhood. Along with gallery space for exhibitions, the centre is used by groups such as the 
Seabreeze Quilters to exhibit their work. In collaboration with Council, the centre also hosts bi-
annual, multi-cultural arts exhibitions which celebrate those born overseas. 
 
The Altona Homestead in Logan Reserve is the base for the Altona Laverton Historical Society. The 
Country Women’s Association has also recently been operating from the homestead. 
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Logan Reserve (where the homestead is located) is a well-used park which hosts a number of events 
including Summer Sounds (Council run live music events, over the summer months) and Movies by 
the Bay which is an Arts Victoria initiative. 
 
The Altona Village Traders is a group with over 80 members. A key focus of the group is to support 
events and activities which activate Pier St and the foreshore area. Two large murals depicting the 
heritage of the area together with images of local residents and landmarks were commissioned by 
the traders. 
 
Pier Street hosts a weekly street market on Tuesdays that offers an eclectic mix of wares ranging 
from plants, bedding and household goods to food items. The market recently celebrated its 10th 
anniversary. 
 
The neighbourhood is also a stopping point for the annual Round the Bay in a Day bike ride. 
 
Community Facilities 
Hobsons Bay Civic Centre 
The Hobsons Bay Civic Centre and Council Depot are based in the neighbourhood. Before 2008, 
Hobsons Bay City Council had offices at the current Altona site and in Williamstown. Following 
extensions in 2008, most departments are now located in Altona. 
 
Altona Theatre and Altona Youth Hall 
The Altona Theatre is part of the Civic Centre complex. The space is available for hire and includes 
the theatre and some meeting spaces. 
 
Just west of the Civic Centre on Civic Parade is the Altona Youth Hall. It is used for a number of youth 
related activities and other community groups. 
 
Altona Library 
The Altona library is one of five libraries in Hobsons Bay. Located in Queen Street, it is open Monday 
to Saturday and is wheelchair accessible.  The library includes language collections in Chinese, 
Croatian, Greek, Italian, Maltese, Polish and Vietnamese, together with a small Portuguese 
collection. There is also an EnviroCentre which is for those interested the local and global 
environmental issues.  In addition, a large meeting room (capacity: 60 people) is available for hire. 
 
Louis Joel Arts and Community Centre 
The centre has a gallery for art exhibitions and spaces where a comprehensive range of courses and 
services are offered. These include sewing, men’s cooking, health and wellbeing, creative arts 
classes, programs for children and young people together with health and legal advice. Rooms at the 
centre can be hired by the public. 
 

http://libraries.hobsonsbay.vic.gov.au/chinese
http://libraries.hobsonsbay.vic.gov.au/croatian
http://libraries.hobsonsbay.vic.gov.au/greek
http://libraries.hobsonsbay.vic.gov.au/italian
http://libraries.hobsonsbay.vic.gov.au/maltese
http://libraries.hobsonsbay.vic.gov.au/polish
http://libraries.hobsonsbay.vic.gov.au/vietnamese
http://libraries.hobsonsbay.vic.gov.au/services/enviro-centre
http://libraries.hobsonsbay.vic.gov.au/services/meeting-room-hire
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Children’s services 
Maternal Child and Health 
The Maternal Child and Health centre is located at 27 David St, Altona and provides a range of 
services for the families of infants and young children.  
 
Council kindergartens  
There are four Council operated kindergartens in the neighbourhood, offering four year old 
kindergarten programs. Three year old programs are also delivered at all centres except for Altona 
Kindergarten. The centres are: 

 Somers Parade Centre, 4 Somers Parade Altona 

 Altona West Centre, 14 Lindwood Avenue, Altona 

 Altona Centre, 89 Blyth Street, Altona 

 Seaholme Centre, 2 Parkside Crescent, Seaholme 
 
Private children’s centres 
Goodstart Early Leaning Altona (24 Upton St, Altona) is operated by a private provider and is the 
only childcare centre in the neighbourhood. It also offers an accredited kindergarten program for 
four year olds. 
 
 



 

Altona-Seaholme Neighbourhood Profile  14 

 

 

 
 
 
Seniors Facilities 
A senior citizens centre is in Queens Street (opposite the library and Louis Joel centre) and 
the Port Phillip Retirement Village is located at the western edge of the neighbourhood, adjacent to 
the Kooringal Golf Course. 
 
Schools 
There is a total of five primary and secondary schools in the neighbourhood.  
 
There are three government schools including Seaholme Primary School, Altona Primary School and 
the Altona Prep – Year nine campus. Within the municipality, post Year nine schools are located in 
Altona North, Laverton and Williamstown. 
 
There are also two Catholic schools within the neighbourhood, St Mary’s Primary School and Mount 
Saint Joseph Girls’ College for year seven to 12. 
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Health Services 
Medical Services 
There are five medical centres in the neighbourhood; all are located in Altona.  They include: 

 Pier Street Medical Centre,  125 Pier Street, Altona 

 Civic Parade Medical Centre, 65 Millers Road,  Altona 

 Altona Medical Centre, 110 Queen Street, Altona 

 Blyth Street Medical Centre, 74 Blyth Street, Altona 

 The Clinic, 55 Blyth Street, Altona 
 
Dental services 
The neighbourhood has three dental surgeries: 

 Altona Complete Dental Clinic, 88 Railway Street, Altona 

 Altona Bay Dental Clinic, 31 Somers Parade, Altona 

 Altona Dental Group, 134 Queen Street, Altona 
 
Pharmacies 
The neighbourhood has three pharmacies:  

 Tyrell’s Pharmacy, 65 Pier Street, Altona 

 Tom Sarros Pharmacy, 88-90 Pier Street, Altona 

 Martin Didzy’s Pharmacy, Harrington Square, Altona 
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Open space, parks and recreational facilities 
Altona-Seaholme has extensive areas of open space along the coast (refer to environmental features 
for more detail about the Hobsons Bay Coastal Park) which incorporate sections of the Coastal Trail. 
 
Altona Coastal Park, Burns Reserve and Altona Sports Club Reserve 
These three reserves are located to the north east end of the neighbourhood, near the Altona Boat 
Ramp in Seaholme. 
 
Altona Coastal Park is mostly undeveloped open space, at the mouth of Kororoit Creek. It is the site 
of the former Williamstown Race Course which opened in 1868 and operated up until 1940.  
 
Burns Reserve is a designated dog beach and is adjacent to Altona Coastal Park. 
 
Altona Sports Club Reserve is Council owned land where the privately managed Altona Sports Club 
and provides meals, function rooms and lawn bowls. 
 
Altona Boat Ramp and Cresser Reserve 
Altona Boat Ramp Reserve includes a boat launching area and space for the safe harbouring of 
recreational boats. Altona Yacht Club and Altona City Boating and Anglers Club are located in Cresser 
Reserve which is adjacent to the ramp and has a barbeque and picnic spaces together with a 
children’s playground. 
 
H.C. Kim Reserve (Millers Rd, Seaholme) has three soccer fields, a club pavilion and is the home 
ground for the Altona City Soccer Club. 
 
Fell Reserve (Millers Rd, Seaholme) 
Fell Reserve is adjacent to Kim Reserve and provides green space that can be used for informal play.  
 
McIntyre Reserve (Nordenne Ave) is a small neighbourhood park in Seaholme which includes a 
children’s playground. 
 
McIntosh Reserve (between Cambridge Street and Parkside Crescent, Seaholme) has a children’s 
playground. Seaholme Kindergarten shares a corner of the site. 
 
Cherry Lake 
Cherry Lake reserve includes a 3.5km paved circuit path for walkers and cyclists. There is also a 
children’s playground, BBQ and picnic facilities, toilets and a sensory garden. The lake is used by 
recreational fishers.  
 
J.K. Grant Reserve (Civic Parade, Altona) 
The reserve is adjacent to Cherry Lake and is one of the largest sporting precincts in the municipality. 
It includes five sports ovals and pavilions, cricket practice nets, a hockey pitch and basketball court, 
tennis courts and bowling greens. Also on this site are several halls used by a range of groups 
including scouts and girl guides. 
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G. Nevitt Reserve (Sugar Gum Drive, Altona) 
This reserve is adjacent to Grant Reserve and includes athletics facilities, a small pavilion and 
informal grassed spaces.  
 
R. Rush Reserve (Brook Drive, Altona) 
The reserve includes a sporting oval with cricket pitch and a children’s playground.  
 
A.H. Ford Reserve 
The reserve includes an oval and playground. 
 
Apex Park (Queen Street, Altona) 
This park is on the coast and has grassed open space,  a children’s playground, BBQ and toilets. 
 
Logan Reserve (The Esplanade, Altona) 
Located opposite Altona beach, the reserve includes a children’s playground, BBQ facilities and 
toilets. Also here is the historic Altona homestead.  
 
G.H. Ransom Reserve (Queen Street, Altona) 
The reserve has a playground and is also adjacent to the Altona foreshore. 
 
Kooringal Golf Course (Wilga Avenue, Altona) 
This privately owned 18 hole golf course sits at the western end of the neighbourhood. 
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Retail Centres 
Pier Street 
Pier Street in Altona is the main retail area in the neighbourhood. Recent development on the 
northern side of the Altona station has included some increased density which includes retail space 
at street level. Among business located in Pier Street are a post office, two supermarkets, banks 
together with several ATMs, real estate and property offices, fitness centres, florists, chemists, 
hairdressers and a range of cafes and restaurants (refer to page for information about the Pier Street 
Market and Altona Traders group). 
 
Harrington Square 
This shopping centre is adjacent to the Westona railway station and provides a range of services for 
the local area. These include a supermarket with liquor drive-through, a pharmacy, chiropractor, 
hearing clinic, hairdressers, laundromat, cafes and takeaway shops, legal, accountancy and property 
services, bakery, cake decorating and a dance clothing shop. 
 
Somers Parade  
This small shopping strip includes a dentist, bookshop, a cafe and takeaway shops, a hairdresser, 
milk bar, bookshop and two packaged liquor outlets. 
 
Ford and Upton Streets 
Ford Road is a very small centre with a milk bar, takeaway shop and a hairdresser. The Upton Street 
centre opposite the Altona Primary School is also small with a takeaway shop and medical consulting 
rooms. 
 
Public Transport 
A metropolitan train service that originates in Laverton runs via Westona, Altona and Seaholme 
stations linking the neighbourhood to the Melbourne CBD.  During peak times, a direct service runs 
via Footscray and North Melbourne, terminating at Flinders Street in the city centre. At other times, 
a loop service operates, with passengers transferring to a Werribee line service at Newport station 
before continuing on to Flinders Street.  
 
The community has voiced strong opposition to the introduction of the loop service. It is concerned 
about the lack of regularity of trains and is calling for a duplication of the single line track to help to 
remedy these problems. This has been a key advocacy point for the local residents Altona Loop 
Advocacy Group. 
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Route 903 Smartbus – 

Altona to Mordialloc (via 

Sunshine, Essendon, 

Preston, Heidelberg, 

Burwood, Oakleigh, 

Mentone). 

 

NB At the time of this 

profile’s publication, the 

903 Smartbus service was 

being reviewed by Public 

Transport Victoria. 
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Routes 411 and 412 - Laverton - 
Footscray via Altona Meadows, 
Altona, Millers Road  
 
Route 411 - departs from 
Laverton Station, travelling 
through Altona Meadows and 
then on to Queen Street, 
Maidstone Street, Blyth Street 
and Millers Road. It continues on 
to Altona Gate Shopping Centre 
and then via Geelong Road and 
Buckley Street before 
terminating in Paisley Street 
Footscray. 
 
Route 412 - follows the 411 
route, with a slight deviation at 
Altona North, via McIntosh Road 
and Mills Street before linking up 
to Millers Road.  
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Route 415 - Laverton to Williamstown 
via Altona, North Williamstown 
Departs from Laverton Station and 
runs along Queen Street, Maidstone 
Street. It then runs from the Altona 
Railway Station to Williamstown, via 
Millers Road and Kororoit Road.  
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D. What is ahead for Altona-Seaholme 
The Council’s draft capital works program is reviewed annually and is therefore subject to change. 

The following is a list of planned or proposed works for the neighbourhood over the next five years: 

 feasibility study for the Altona Foreshore including master plan, revetment (coastal retaining 
wall) and access design 

 planning for the Stage 4 of Pier Street works including playground and pathway upgrades at 
Logan Reserve 

 ongoing implementation of the Altona Central Sports Precinct Master Plan that 
accommodates multiple sporting and recreation activities including hockey, cricket, AFL, 
soccer, tennis, little athletics and dog obedience 

 implementation of the Truganina Explosives Reserve Master Plan including restoration work 
on the residence at Truganina Explosives Reserve 

 G.H Ransom Reserve play space and toilet upgrade 

 car parking works at Kim Reserve 
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Altona-Seaholme Neighbourhood 

Data Profile 
 
 

F. Population Characteristics 
 
Population: size and age structure 
At the 2011 Census, Altona-Seaholme had a population of 11,779 residents which is 14 per cent of 
the Hobsons Bay population. Current estimates show that in 2014, the neighbourhood’s population 
is approximately 12,700. 
 
Between the 2006 Census and the most recent one in 2011, the population remained reasonably 
stable, increasing by only 259 residents. The table below provides information about changes in the 
age structure that occurred in during that time and it is clear that the population has experienced 
some generational change. There were increases in the ages that make up families with young 
children (25-34 years and 0-4 years), together with some gains residents aged 60-69 years and 85 
years and over. Among the older age groups, where the numbers fell, were those aged 50-59 and 
70-84 year olds.   
 
Table 1: Age structure      Graph1: Population change between 2006-2011 

Age 2006 2011 
Change 
2006-11 

0-4 years 554 665 111 

5-11 years 778 741 -37 

12-17 years 637 662 25 

18-24 years 898 859 -39 

25-34 years 1,469 1,609 140 

35-49 years 2,544 2,643 99 

50-59 years 1,649 1,572 -77 

60-69 years 1,269 1,369 100 

70-84 years 1,449 1,297 -152 

85+ years 273 362 89 

Total  11,520 11,779 259 

Source: ABS 2011 Census (Usual residence data) http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home 

When comparing the age structure of Altona-Seaholme to the whole of Hobsons Bay it is clear that, 

while there has been an influx of younger residents over the five years to 2011, the composition of 

neighbourhood is still relatively older than the rest of the munciplaity. The graph below highlights 

that children and young people make up a lower proportion of the Altona-Seaholme population, 

relative to Hobsons Bay, while the proportion of residents over 60 years is higher. But as mentioned 

earlier, the recent increase ‘young family’ age groups is likely to lead to a regeneration of the 

population. 
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Graph 2: Age structure of Altona-Seaholme and Hobsons Bay 

 

Source: ABS 2011 Census (Usual residence data) http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home 

Family and household types 
There are a total of 5,058 households in Altona-Seaholme. Thirty five per cent are made up of 
families with children, 60 per cent are families and households without children and the remainder 
consists of unclassifiable and visitor only households. 
 
There are 1,777 families with children in Altona-Seaholme; the largest group is those with young 
children (14% are couple families; 2.7% are single parent families).  The table below again highlights 
that the largest change since the 2006 Census was an increase in young families; the growth was 
concentrated among couple families, with a decrease in the number of single parents with young 
children. However, when compared to the whole of Hobsons Bay, the table shows that Altona-
Seaholme has a lower proportion of families with children, most noticeably those with young 
children. 
 
Table 2: Families with children 

 
2011 2006 

Altona-
Seaholme 

Change 
2006-2011  

Number % 
Hobsons 

Bay 
Number % 

Hobsons 
Bay 

Couples with children 1,287 25.4 31.7 1,251 25.2 32.2 +36 

Couples with young children* 709 14.0 17.4 590 11.9 17.1 +119 

Couples with mixed-age children 95 1.9 3.9 169 3.4 4.6 -74 

Couples with older children** 483 9.5 10.4 492 9.9 10.5 -9 

Single parents with children 490 9.7 11.1 486 9.8 11.7 +4 

Single parents with young children 138 2.7 3.5 160 3.2 4.5 -22 

Single parents with mixed-age children 44 0.9 1.2 27 0.5 1.2 +17 

Single parents with older children 308 6.1 6.4 299 6.0 6.0 +9 

Total households with children 1,777 35.1 42.7 1,737 35.0 43.9 +40 

Total households 5,058 100.0 100.0 4,957 100.0 100.0 +101 

*  children aged under 15  
** children aged 15 and over 
Source: ABS 2011 Census (Enumerated data) http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home 

0.0 

5.0 

10.0 

15.0 

20.0 

25.0 

0-4 
years 

5-11 
years 

12-17 
years 

18-24 
years 

25-34 
years 

35-49 
years 

50-59 
years 

60-69 
years 

70-84 
years 

85+ 
years 

P
e

rc
e

n
ta

ge
 

Altona-Seaholme 
Hobsons Bay  

http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home
http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home


 

 
 

Altona-Seaholme Neighbourhood Profile  26 

 
 

 
Of the total households in Altona-Seaholme, 28.4 per cent are couples without children and 28.7 per 
cent are lone person. Since the 2006 Census, the number of households without children increased 
by about 100, with most of this increase among young couples. It should be noted that a 1.6 per cent 
increase in young couples between 2006 and 2011 has brought the neighbourhood rate in line with 
the municipal rate (8.5% and 8.6% respectively).While this points to a neighbourhood that is starting 
to regenerate, there has also been some increase among older couple and middle aged lone person 
households. 
 
When compared to Hobsons Bay, Altona-Seaholme has a larger proportion of older couple and lone 
person households.  
 
Table 3: Households without children 

 
2011 2006 Change 

2006-
2011  

Number % 
Hobsons 

Bay 
Number % 

Hobsons 
Bay 

Couples without children 1,435 28.4 23.5 1,352 27.3 22.8 +83 

Young couples  429 8.5 8.6 342 6.9 7.9 +87 

Middle-aged couples  417 8.2 7.1 466 9.4 7.1 -49 

Older couples without  589 11.6 7.8 544 11.0 7.7 +45 

Lone person households 1,451 28.7 24.3 1,472 29.7 24.4 -21 

Young lone persons 347 6.9 7.1 394 7.9 8.0 -47 

Middle-aged lone persons 447 8.8 8.3 399 8.0 7.6 +48 

Older lone persons 657 13.0 8.9 679 13.7 8.8 -22 

Group households 163 3.2 3.8 157 3.2 3.2 +6 

Total households without 
children 

3,049 60.3 51.6 2,981 60.1 50.4 +68 

Total households 5,058 100.0 100.0 4,957 100.0 100.0 +101 

- young: 15-44 years 
- middle aged: 45-64 years 
- older: 65+ years 

Source: ABS 2011 Census (Enumerated data) http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home 
 
Cultural diversity of residents 
Approximately 30 per cent (5,416) of Altona-Seaholme residents were born overseas, on a par with 
the municipal figure. The number of those born overseas increased between 2006 and 2011 (an 
additional 213 residents) and the largest share of that increase was among residents from non-
English speaking countries. 
 
Overall, Altona-Seaholme has a lower proportion of overseas born residents who come from non-
English speaking countries than Hobsons Bay (Altona-Seaholme 18.8%; Hobsons Bay 23.1%). 
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Table 4: Overseas born residents 

 
2011 Change 

2006-2011 
 

Number % Hobsons Bay 

Total Overseas born 3,544 30.1 30.8 +213 

Non-English speaking backgrounds 2,207 18.8 23.1 +157 

Main English speaking countries 1,337 11.4 7.7 +56 

Australia 7,688 65.3 63.5 +301 

Not Stated 538 4.6 5.6 -267 

Total Population 11,770 100.0 100.0 +247 

Source: ABS 2011 Census (Usual residence data) http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home 

Residents from the United Kingdom form the largest group of the neighbourhood’s overseas born 
residents and have done since the 2006 Census, although their numbers have decreased. Malta, 
India and New Zealand are the next main birth places. Within this group, there has been a noticeable 
rise in the number of residents from India and a decrease in the Maltese population.  

 

Table 5: Main countries of birthplace 

 
2011 2006 

Change 
2006- 2011 

 
Number % 

Hobsons 
Bay % 

Number % 
Hobsons 

Bay % 

United Kingdom 840 7.1 4.5 916 7.9 4.8 -76 

Malta 303 2.6 1.6 357 3.1 1.8 -54 

India 295 2.5 2.8 156 1.4 0.9 +139 

New Zealand 272 2.3 1.9 239 2.1 2.0 +33 

Italy 187 1.6 2.0 219 1.9 2.3 -32 

China 148 1.3 1.0 116 1.0 0.7 +32 

Germany 121 1.0 0.6 108 0.9 0.6 +13 

Philippines 107 0.9 1.2 128 1.1 1.3 -21 

Vietnam 104 0.9 1.6 91 0.8 1.8 +13 

Ireland 92 0.8 0.4 49 0.4 0.3 +43 

Source: ABS 2011 Census (Usual residence data) http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home 

As mentioned above, approximately 3,550 Altona-Seaholme residents were born overseas. 
Almost 40 per cent arrived prior to 1970, nine per cent above the municipal figure. After that time 
and through to the mid-2000s, there was a drop in new arrivals. However, this trend has turned 
around in the five years to 2011, with a large increase (22.4%) in new arrivals. 
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Table 6: Year of arrival in Australia 

 
2011 

 
Number % 

Hobsons 
Bay % 

2006 to 9 Aug 2011 796 22.4 20.8 

2001 to 2005 275 7.7 9.1 

1991 to 2000 (10 year period) 290 8.2 10.9 

1981 to 1990 (10 year period) 373 10.5 13.2 

1971 to 1980 (10 year period) 306 8.6 10.6 

1961 to 1970 (10 year period) 589 16.6 17.0 

Arrived in 1960 or earlier 790 22.2 13.9 

Not stated 138 3.9 4.4 

Total  3,557 100.0 100.0 

Source: ABS 2011 Census (Usual residence data) http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home 

People with disabilities 
The number of people who have a disability is based on the findings of the national Survey of 
Disability, Ageing and Carers, conducted by the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) in partnership 
with the Disability Policy and Research working group. Based on the survey findings, disability 
estimates are produced for each local government area (LGA).  
 
Based on the 2009 survey, it is estimated that 17.1 per cent of the Hobsons Bay population (who live 
in a private dwelling) has a disability. Applying this figure to Altona-Seaholme suggests 
approximately 2,000 residents may have a disability. 
 
In addition to this 2009 survey data, the past two Censuses have included a question as to whether 
help or supervision was required with one or more of the core activities involving self-care, 
communication and mobility. It is important to note that these results do not reflect the true extent 
of disability in the community, as people with disabilities do not always require assistance. The 2011 
Census findings show 600 residents of Altona-Seaholme (5.1%) said they need help with a core 
activity, similar to the rate for Hobsons Bay (5.2%). Since the 2006 Census, the neighbourhood 
number has remained relatively stable, with only a marginal increase of 0.2 per cent (41 people), 
slightly less than the 0.8 per cent increase across Hobsons Bay. 
 
Not surprisingly, the table below shows a clear correlation between a need for assistance and the 
ageing population: 71 per cent (426) of Altona-Seaholme residents who need assistance are aged 60 
years and older. This trend is also apparent across the municipality. 

 
Table 7: Need for assistance with a core activity 

Age 2011 

 
Number % 

0-4 3 0.5% 

5-9 3 0.5% 

10-19 27 4.5% 

20-59 141 23.5% 

60-64 36 6.0% 

65-69 37 6.2% 

http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home
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70-74 53 8.8% 

75-79 79 13.2% 

80-84 94 15.7% 

85+ 127 21.2% 

Total persons needing assistance 600 100.0% 

Source: ABS 2011 Census (Usual residence data) http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home 

However, what is surprising is the percentage changes that have occurred over the five years to 
2011. The graph below highlights the overall decrease in the proportion of Altona-Seaholme 
residents who need assistance in contrast to the increase across the municipality. The most 
noticeable decrease is among the neighbourhood’s older residents (80 years and over). 
 
Graph 3: Changing need for assistance 

 

Source: ABS 2011 Census (Usual residence data) http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home 

 
Participation in education  
Approximately 19 per cent of all people living in Altona-Seaholme are enrolled in education which is 
slightly lower than the participation rate for Hobsons Bay (22%), but in line with the 
neighbourhood’s slightly older age profile. 
 
Just over 10 per cent of the neighbourhood’s population attends either primary or secondary school 
and again this slightly lower than the enrolment rate across the municipality, reflecting the lower 
proportion of school aged children in Altona-Seaholme. Looking to changes since 2006, school 
enrolments numbers have remained relatively unchanged. 
 
Post-secondary enrolments (TAFE, university and other educational institutions) among the 
neighbourhood’s residents have risen only marginally since the 2006 Census and reflect the pattern 
of enrolment across the municipality.  
 
Three quarters of residents are not enrolled in any form of education which is about four per cent 
above the municipal rate. 
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Table 8: Participation in education  

 
2011 2006 Change 

2006 to 
2011 Type of institution Number % 

Hobsons 
Bay % 

Number % 
Hobsons 

Bay % 

Pre-school 155 1.3 1.6 144 1.3 1.6 +11 

Primary school 689 5.8 7.0 677 5.9 7.8 +12 

Secondary school 535 4.5 5.9 542 4.7 6.2 -7 

TAFE 229 1.9 1.9 190 1.6 1.7 +39 

University 473 4.0 4.2 402 3.5 3.2 +71 

Other 138 1.2 1.1 98 0.9 0.9 +40 

Not attending 8,862 75.2 71.1 8,469 73.5 70.2 +393 

Not stated 698 5.9 7.1 998 8.7 8.3 -300 

Total 11,779 100.0 100.0 11,520 100.0 100.0 +259 

Source: ABS 2011 Census (Usual residence data) http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home 

The table below shows that Altona-Seaholme residents are more likely to have left school before 
completing year 12, compared to the municipality as a whole. This trend has begun to change and at 
the 2011 Census there was a higher incidence of residents completing secondary school, although 
the completion rate is still slightly lower than for Hobsons Bay. 
 
Table 9: Highest level of schooling completed (persons aged 15 years and over) 

 
2011 2006 Change 

2006 to 
2011  

2011 % 
Hobsons 

Bay % 
2006 % 

Hobsons 
Bay % 

Year 8 or below 868 8.7 8.3 1,022 10.4 10.2 -154 

Year 9 or equivalent 750 7.5 6.2 823 8.4 7.1 -73 

Year 10 or equivalent 1,565 15.6 13.5 1,700 17.3 15.1 -135 

Year 11 or equivalent 1,280 12.8 11.7 1,329 13.5 13.1 -49 

Year 12 or equivalent 4,710 47.0 50.1 3,897 39.6 42.6 +813 

Did not go to school 87 0.9 1.5 90 0.9 1.8 -3 

Not stated 753 7.5 8.6 983 10.0 10.2 -230 

Total persons aged 15+ 10,013 100.0 100.0 9,844 100.0 100.0 +169 

Source: ABS 2011 Census (Usual residence data) http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home 

Along with a rise in school completion rates, the percentage of residents with a qualification is also 
increasing which is in line with the municipal trend. 
 
Since 2006, there has been a 5.2 per cent increase in those residents with a bachelor or higher 
degree. Those with diploma qualifications have also increased slightly. 
 
NB: The decrease in a ‘not stated’ response between 2006 and 2011 may have impacted on the 
extent of these changes. 
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Table 10: Highest qualification  

 
2011 2006 

Change 
2006-2011 Qualification level Number % 

Hobsons 
Bay % 

Number % 
Hobsons 

Bay % 

Bachelor or Higher degree 2,001 19.9 21.1 1,453 14.7 16.1 +548 

Advanced Diploma or Diploma 844 8.4 8.1 669 6.8 6.6 +175 

Vocational 1,780 17.7 15.2 1,729 17.5 15.0 +51 

No qualification 4,398 43.8 44.8 4,692 47.5 49.3 -294 

Not stated 1,019 10.1 10.8 1,336 13.5 13.0 -317 

Total persons aged 15+ 10,042 100.0 100.0 9,879 100.0 100.0 +163 

Source: ABS 2011 Census (Usual residence data) http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home 

 
Internet access  
Access to the internet, particularly broadband, is an important tool that is now used in all aspects of 
life and that importance will only increase over time. Lack of access to the internet is considered to 
be a factor in compounding disadvantage, particularly in relation to education, employment, and 
social connections.  
 
Almost 70 per cent of Altona-Seaholme households are connected to the internet, two per cent less 
than Hobsons Bay. The vast majority of these connections are via broadband. Since 2006, the 
connection rate for Altona-Seaholme has jumped by approximately 18 per cent which was almost 
two per cent above the municipal increase.  
 
While internet access has increased substantially, almost one in four households in Altona-Seaholme 
still have no internet connection which is above the Hobsons Bay figure (21.3%). 
 
Table 11: Households with internet connection 

 
 

2011 2006 
Change 

2006-2011 

 
Number % 

Hobsons 
Bay % 

Number % 
Hobsons 

Bay % 

Total internet connection 3,532 69.8 71.8 2,578 52.0 55.7 +954 

Broadband connection 3,170 62.7 65.0 1,672 33.7 37.9 +1,498 

Dial-up connection 162 3.2 2.8 872 17.6 17.2 -710 

Other connection 200 4.0 3.9 34 0.7 0.6 +166 

No internet connection 1,255 24.8 21.3 2,031 41.0 36.9 -776 

Not stated 271 5.4 6.9 348 7.0 7.3 -77 

Total households 5,058 100.0 100.0 4,957 100.0 100.0 +101 

Source: ABS 2011 Census (Enumerated data) http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home 
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G. Labour Force Characteristics  
 

Labour force participation  
Labour force participation refers to the population aged 15 years and over who are either employed 
or unemployed and are looking for work. Not in the labour force refers to those who are not actively 
looking for work such as retirees, carers, non-working parents and those with a disability who are 
unable to work. 
 
Just over 58 per cent of Altona-Seaholme residents (5,837) are in the labour force which is slightly 
lower than the municipal rate and, as a result, the neighbourhood’s non participation rate is slightly 
higher. This is probably influenced by Altona-Seaholme having a slightly older population. 
 
Table 12: Labour force participation 

 
2011 2006 

Change 
2006-2011 

Labour force status Number % 
Hobsons 

Bay % 
Number % 

Hobsons 
Bay % 

Total labour force 
(Participation rate) 

5,837 58.2 60.9 5,519 55.9 59.1 +318 

Not in the labour force 3,676 36.6 33.2 3,754 38.0 34.7 -78 

Labour force status not 
stated 

519 5.2 5.9 595 6.0 6.2 -76 

Total persons aged 15+ 10,032 100.0 100.0 9,868 100.0 100.0 +164 

Source: ABS 2011 Census (Usual residence data) http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home 

Of Altona-Seaholme residents who are in the labour force, just over 94 per cent are employed, on a 
par with Hobsons Bay and this figure has remained steady over the two Census periods. The main 
change in employment between 2006 and 2011 was an increase in part-time work. This was also the 
case for Hobsons Bay. 
 
The unemployment rate (5.6%) is also on a par with the municipal rate and has remained steady 
since 2006. Of those looking for work, the majority want a full-time job. 
 
Table 13: Employment status 

 
2011 2006 

Change 
2006-2011 

 
Number % 

Hobsons 
Bay % 

Number % 
Hobsons 

Bay % 

Employed 5,509 94.4 94.4 5,202 94.3 94.1 +307 

Employed full-time 3,659 62.7 61.3 3,461 62.7 62.8 +198 

Employed part-time 1,779 30.5 31.0 1,576 28.6 28.6 +203 

Hours worked not stated 71 1.2 2.1 165 3.0 2.8 -94 

Unemployed (Unemployment 
rate) 

328 5.6 5.6 317 5.7 5.9 +11 

Looking for full-time work 223 3.8 3.6 194 3.5 3.9 +29 

Looking for part-time work 105 1.8 2.0 123 2.2 1.9 -18 

Total Labour Force 5,837 100.0 100.0 5,519 100.0 100.0 +318 

Source: ABS 2011 Census (Usual residence data) http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home 
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Employment by industry  
The key industries* that employ Altona-Seaholme residents are:  

 Manufacturing (11.3%)  

 Health care and social assistance (9.7%)  

 Construction (8.3%) 

 Education and training (8.3%) 

* These jobs include those within Hobsons Bay and outside the municipality 

 
While manufacturing is the largest employing industry, the percentage employed in that sector, both 
Altona-Seaholme residents and across the municipality, is declining. Industries where employment is 
increasing the most include Education and Training; Professional, Scientific and Technical Services; 
and Construction. 
 
Table 14: Industry sector of employment 

 
 

2011 2006 
Change 

2006-2011 
Industry sector Number % 

Hobsons 
Bay % 

Number % 
Hobsons 

Bay % 

Manufacturing 625 11.3 11.3 681 13.1 14.0 -56 

Health Care and Social Assistance 537 9.7 9.4 471 9.1 8.7 +66 

Construction 461 8.3 7.7 384 7.4 6.7 +77 

Education and Training 461 8.3 7.8 354 6.8 7.0 +107 

Professional, Scientific and 
Technical Services 

451 8.1 8.2 359 6.9 7.4 +92 

Retail Trade 439 7.9 9.1 480 9.2 9.9 -41 

Public Administration and Safety 411 7.4 6.4 389 7.5 6.4 +22 

Transport, Postal and Warehousing 404 7.3 7.5 394 7.6 7.8 +10 

Financial and Insurance Services 306 5.5 4.9 248 4.8 4.6 +58 

Accommodation and Food Services 300 5.4 5.8 269 5.2 5.4 +31 

Wholesale trade 265 4.8 4.6 281 5.4 5.1 -16 

Other Services 191 3.4 3.4 166 3.2 3.3 +25 

Information Media and 
Telecommunications 

156 2.8 2.4 121 2.3 2.6 +35 

Administrative and Support 
Services 

147 2.7 3.6 222 4.3 3.9 -75 

Arts and Recreation Services 125 2.3 2.1 87 1.7 1.9 +38 

Rental, Hiring and Real Estate 
Services 

118 2.1 1.5 93 1.8 1.5 +25 

Electricity, Gas, Water and Waste 
Services 

40 0.7 0.9 50 1.0 0.7 -10 

Mining 18 0.3 0.2 9 0.2 0.2 +9 

Agriculture, Forestry and Fishing 0 0.0 0.2 10 0.2 0.2 -10 

Inadequately described or not 
stated 

92 1.7 2.7 132 2.5 2.9 -40 

Total employed persons aged 15+ 5,547 100.0 100.0 5,200 100.0 100.0 +347 

Source: ABS 2011 Census (Usual residence data) http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home 
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The main occupations of Altona-Seaholme residents are as Professionals (22.7%), Clerical and 
Administrative Workers (17.4%) and Technicians and Trades Workers (14.7%).  
 
The main change in occupations since 2006 has been a substantial rise in the number of residents 
employed as professionals while those working as Labourers and Machinery Operators and Drivers 
declined. 
 
Table 15: Occupation 
 
 

2011 2006 
Change 

2006-2011 
 

Number % 
Hobsons 

Bay % 
Number % 

Hobsons 
Bay % 

Managers 658 11.9 12.4 607 11.6 11.8 +51 

Professionals 1,262 22.7 22.8 996 19.1 20.2 +266 

Technicians and Trades Workers 813 14.7 13.5 800 15.4 14.1 +13 

Community and Personal Service 
Workers 

496 8.9 8.5 436 8.4 7.9 +60 

Clerical and Administrative 
Workers 

967 17.4 15.8 932 17.9 16.8 +35 

Sales Workers 443 8.0 8.4 445 8.5 9.1 -2 

Machinery Operators and Drivers 377 6.8 7.4 426 8.2 8.4 -49 

Labourers 423 7.6 8.8 474 9.1 9.5 -51 

Inadequately described 109 2.0 2.4 95 1.8 2.1 +14 

Total employed persons aged 15+ 5,548 100.0 100.0 5,211 100.0 100.0 +337 

 
Unpaid work and volunteering 
Just over 16 per cent (1,610) of the neighbourhood’s residents aged 15 years and over are 
volunteers, a slight increase since the 2006 Census and slightly higher than the municipal figure of 
14.3 per cent. Over the same timeframe, the percentage that did not volunteer also rose. The rise in 
both is possibly due to a lower rate of ‘not stated’ answers compared to the 2006 Census. 
 
Table 16: Volunteer status 

 
2011 2006 

Change 
2006- 2011 

 
Number % 

Hobsons 
Bay % 

Number % 
Hobsons 

Bay % 

Volunteer 1,610 16.1 14.3 1,525 15.5 14.1 +85 

Not a volunteer 7,650 76.3 77.2 7,398 75.1 76.4 +252 

Volunteer work not stated 765 7.6 8.5 927 9.4 9.5 -162 

Total persons aged 15+ 10,025 100.0 100.0 9,850 100.0 100.0 +175 

Source: ABS 2011 Census (Usual residence data) http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home 

Among the neighbourhood’s residents aged 15 years and over, just over 24 per cent provided unpaid 
childcare (27.8% of unpaid child carers were female compared to 20.6% of males). Of this group, 68 
per cent were caring for their own children, 29 per cent were caring for other children and a small 
group were caring for their own and other children. 
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Table 17: Unpaid child care 
 
 

2011 2006 

Change 
2006-2011 

 
Number % 

Hobsons 
Bay % 

Number % 
Hobsons 

Bay % 

Provided unpaid child care (all) 2,432 24.3 26.7 2,282 23.1 27.1 +150 

Cared for own child/ren 1,654 16.5 19.7 1,429 14.5 19.5 +225 

Cared for other child/ren 712 7.1 6.2 781 7.9 6.6 -69 

Cared for own child/ren and other 
child/ren 

66 0.7 0.8 72 0.7 0.9 -6 

No unpaid child care provided 6,889 68.7 65.4 6,682 67.8 64.2 +207 

Not stated 700 7.0 7.9 894 9.1 8.7 -194 

Total persons aged 15+ 10,021 100.0 100.0 9,858 100.0 100.0 +163 

Source: ABS 2011 Census (Usual residence data) http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home 

Approximately 12 per cent (1,228) residents provide unpaid assistance to a person with a disability 
or long term illness or to older adults. This represents a slight increase since 2006 and may partly be 
attributable to the ageing of the population; again this increase is also evident across the 
municipality. 
 
While the actual number of non-carers also rose between 2006 and 2011, as proportion of the 
population the figure remained relatively stable. Again, a decrease in the number of ‘not stated’ 
replies may have influenced these answers. 
 

Table 18: Assistance to a person with a disability, long term illness or old age 

 
2011 2006 

Change 
2006-2011 

 
Number % 

Hobsons 
Bay % 

Number % 
Hobsons 

Bay % 

Provided unpaid assistance 1,228 12.3 11.5 1,050 10.7 10.2 +178 

No unpaid assistance provided 7,977 79.6 79.7 7,801 79.2 79.9 +176 

Not stated 817 8.2 8.9 1,001 10.2 9.9 -184 

Total persons aged 15+ 10,022 100.0 100.0 9,852 100.0 100.0 +170 

Source: ABS 2011 Census (Usual residence data) http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home 
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H. Financial Wellbeing 
 
Individual incomes 
According to monthly data released by the Australian Bureau of Statistics at August 2011 (the point 
at which the 2011 Census was collected), the average gross weekly income in Victoria was $976.10. 
(ABS, Cat 6302.0, Table 12b). Census data in the table below shows that 6,615 residents (66%) of 
Altona-Seaholme have a gross weekly income below $999 which is slightly higher than the municipal 
figure (64.6%).  
 
Looking at residents living on very low incomes, there are 4,367 (36.9%) whose incomes are below 
$400 per week which reflects the municipal figure (36.7%) (N.B. The poverty line for a single working 
person in September 2011 was $459.83).  
(Source:http://www.melbourneinstitute.com/downloads/publications/Poverty%20Lines/Poverty_lin
es_Austr alia_Sep2011.pdf ) 
 
At the upper end of the income scale, there are 1,278 residents (12.7%) who have weekly incomes of 
$1,500 or more. This figure is marginally below the Hobsons Bay figure of 13.5 per cent. 
 
Table 19: Gross weekly income individual income (persons aged 15 years and over) 

 
2011 

 

Altona-Seaholme Hobsons Bay 

 Number % % 

Not stated 671 6.7 8.0 

Negative Income/ Nil income 805 8.0 8.6 

$1-$199  657 6.6 7.4 

$200-$299  1,079 10.8 10.9 

$300-$399  1,155 11.5 9.8 

$400-$599  1,166 11.6 10.2 

$600-$799  921 9.2 9.6 

$800-$999  832 8.3 8.2 

$1000-$1249  826 8.2 8.0 

$1250-$1499  635 6.3 5.9 

$1500-$1999  692 6.9 6.8 

$2000 or more  586 5.8 6.7 

Total persons aged 15+ 10,025 100.0 100.0 

Source: ABS 2011 Census (Usual residence data) http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home 

 

Due to the influences of economic change such as wage fluctuations and inflation, it is difficult to 
compare incomes over time. By using income quartiles (population incomes ranges are ranked from 
lowest to highest and divided into four equal groups), we are able to compare incomes across 
different timeframes. These quartiles are calculated by using Melbourne Statistical Division (MSD) 
individual income data.  
 
Using this method to analyse income changes between 2006 and 2011, the graph below shows that 
Altona-Seaholme residents now have relatively more income. Compared to all the other quintiles 

http://www.melbourneinstitute.com/downloads/publications/Poverty%20Lines/Poverty_lines_Austr%20alia_Sep2011.pdf
http://www.melbourneinstitute.com/downloads/publications/Poverty%20Lines/Poverty_lines_Austr%20alia_Sep2011.pdf
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the most pronounced change was the increase in the number of people in the highest quartile which 
rose by 2.7 per cent between 2006 and 2011; this equates to an additional 307 residents. 
 
Against this increase, the change in the other three quartiles was relatively small. This suggests that 
the neighbourhoods new residents generally have incomes within the highest income quartile. 
 
Graph 4: Individual income quartile groups (persons aged 15 and over) 

 
Source: ABS 2011 Census (Usual residence data) http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home 

 
Household incomes  
At the 2011 Census, the median (midpoint) weekly household income in Australia was $1,234. Data 
for Altona-Seaholme area is not available; however the median in Altona is $1,297 and $1,328 in 
Seaholme (ABS 2011 Census QuickStats).  
 
The distribution pattern of gross weekly incomes of Altona-Seaholme households is reasonably 
similar to those for Hobsons Bay. In terms of high and low incomes, 16.5 per cent of Altona-
Seaholme households earn $2,500 or more per week while 13.6 per cent have weekly incomes that 
are below $400.  
 
(NB: It should be noted that there was a high non response rate of 10 per cent to this Census 
question so the data should be treated with some caution.) 
 
Table 20: Gross weekly household income 
 
 

2011 

Weekly income Number % 
Hobsons 

Bay % 

Negative Income/Nil Income 66 1.3 1.3 

$1-$199 70 1.4 1.7 

$200-$299 154 3.1 2.8 

$300-$399 384 7.8 6.3 

$400-$599 479 9.7 8.5 

$600-$799 418 8.4 8.1 

$800-$999 409 8.3 7.3 

$1000-$1249 391 7.9 7.7 

$1250-$1499 320 6.5 7.1 
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$1500-$1999 541 10.9 11.1 

$2000-$2499 396 8.0 8.3 

$2500-$2999 356 7.2 8.0 

$3000-$3499 235 4.7 5.2 

$3500-$3999 100 2.0 2.4 

$4000-$4999 73 1.5 1.9 

$5000 or more 53 1.1 1.7 

Not stated 504 10.2 10.5 

Total households 4,949 100.0 100.0 

Source: ABS 2011 Census (Usual residence data) http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home 

 

As with individual incomes, household incomes are also not comparable over different timeframes. 
As a result, the income quartile method used earlier is again applied here to compare changes in 
distribution of household incomes over time.  
 
The data in the graph below indicates that overall, the incomes of Altona-Seaholme households rose 
between 2006 and 2011; the main change being a rise in the number of households on high and 
medium high incomes. For example, there was an increase of 114 households in the highest income 
quartile and 74 households in the medium highest quartile. Among the low income quartiles, 30 
more households moved into the medium lowest quartile while there were 30 less households in the 
lowest group. So overall the financial wellbeing of the vast majority of households has improved. 
 
Graph 5: Household income quartiles 

 
 
Centrelink payments and allowances  
Centrelink data is available for the 3018 postcode which covers Altona-Seaholme. Residents 
receiving aged pensions make up the largest portion of Centrelink recipients. A break down of the 
types of Centrelink payments at the March 2014 Quarter were as follows:  

 Aged pension:  1,814  

 Disability support: 448  

 Newstart: 328 

 Single parenting payment: 70 

 Youth allowance (other): 44  

 Youth Allowance (student/apprentice): 93.  

In addition, 685 residents were in receipt of a health care card and 211 held a low income card.  
(Centrelink March quarter 2014 http://data.gov.au/dataset/dss-payment-demographic-data) 
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SEIFA index of disadvantage  
Socio-Economic Indexes for Areas (SEIFA) disadvantage index is produced by the Australian Bureau 
of Statistics and is drawn from Census data. The disadvantage index takes into consideration factors 
such as low income, high unemployment, and jobs in relatively unskilled occupations, low 
educational attainment. These are weighted to provide a single score.  
 
The Australian average score is set at 1,002. Scores below that figure represent increased 
disadvantage and conversely those above indicate less disadvantage.  
 
The SEIFA disadvantage score for Altona-Seaholme is 1019, above the Australian benchmark figure 
of 1,002 and also the Hobsons Bay figure of 1001.7. It is ranked fifth most disadvantaged 
neighbourhood among the municipality’s 11 neighbourhoods.  
 

Table 21: SEIFA index of disadvantage ranking (2011)  
  Disadvantage Score 

Laverton  891  

Altona North  910  

Brooklyn  947  

Altona Meadows  981  

Hobsons Bay City  1,002  

Altona - Seaholme  1,019  

Spotswood - South Kingsville  1,024  

Seabrook  1,031  

Williamstown North - The Rifle Range  1,058  

Williamstown  1,062  

Newport East  1,087  

Source: ABS 2011 Census http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home 

 
Gambling losses 
Within the municipality, residents have access to ten venues, with a total of 577 Electronic Gaming 
Machines (EGMs/pokies) currently operating. Ranked against other local government areas in 
Victoria, Hobsons Bay is 20th in terms of the number of gaming machines per adult and 12th in terms 
of losses per adult.  
 
The financial impact of gambling on EGMs by Hobsons Bay residents in 2013-14 was substantial. A 
total of $47.2 million or $662 per adult was lost in the municipality, although it should be noted that 
losses have trended down over the last couple of years. 
 
Of the 10 venues, there are four in Altona-Seaholme with a total of 239 EGMs. In 2013-14, 
$13,099,360 was lost at these venues. (Source: City of Greater Dandenong, Statistical Data for 
Victorian Communities, Gambling)  
 
In the 2014 Annual Community Survey that was commissioned by Council, residents were asked “Do 
you believe the number of pokies in the local area is too few, about right or too many?” One 
hundred and sixty resident of the Altona Seaholme participated. Forty three per cent indicated there 
were too many EGMs, 23 per cent thought the number was about right and 34 per cent were not 
sure or could not say.  
 
The survey also asked if residents “What impact do you believe poker machines have on the 
Hobsons Bay community?” The findings show that 58 per cent Altona-Seaholme residents feel they 
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are either very harmful or harmful. Nineteen per cent of residents thought they were neither 
harmful nor harmless and a further 23 per cent did not have an opinion. 
(http://www.hobsonsbay.vic.gov.au/Council/Council_Plan_2013-17) 
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I. Housing  
 
Dwelling types  
There are 5,524 private dwellings in Altona-Seaholme and just over 70 per cent are separate houses, 
the remainder are a mix of medium density housing (26.7%) and some higher density (1%).  
 
When compared to Hobsons Bay as a whole, the neighbourhood has a slightly less separate housing 
(3.2% less) and more medium density stock (4% more). 
 
Table 22: Private dwelling types 

 2011 2006 

Change 
2006- 2011 

Dwelling type Number % 
Hobsons 

Bay % 
Number % 

Hobsons 
Bay % 

Separate house 3,980 72.0 75.2 3,786 71.3 75.8 +194 

Medium density* 1,475 26.7 22.7 1,512 28.5 22.4 -37 

High density 56 1.0 1.4 4 0.1 1.1 +52 

Caravans, cabin, houseboat 0 0.0 0.4 0 0.0 0.3 0 

Other 13 0.2 0.3 6 0.1 0.4 +7 

Not stated 0 0.0 0.0 0 0.0 0.0 0 

Total Private Dwellings 5,524 100.0 100.0 5,308 100.0 100.0 +216 
 

   

*'Medium density' includes all semi-detached, row, terrace, townhouses and villa units, plus flats and apartments in blocks of 1 or 2  

storeys, and flats attached to houses.  
Source: ABS 2011 Census (Usual residence data) http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home 

       

 
Public housing stock  
A total of 47 dwellings in Altona-Seaholme (0.9% of the total housing stock) is owned by the State 
Government and the majority of these provide two or three bedroom accommodation. This is 
compared to Hobsons Bay as a whole where public housing makes up 2.8 per cent of the housing 
stock.  
 
Most of the public housing stock in Altona-Seaholme consists of separate and medium density 
housing. 
 
Table 23: Public housing stock in Altona-Seaholme 

1 BR /Bedsit/ 

Moveable 

2 Bedroom 3 Bedroom 4 Bedroom  5 Bedroom Total  

15 12 14 3 3 47 

Source: Dept of Housing (2014) requested data 
 
Residential aged care  
There are no residential aged care facilities in Altona-Seaholme however there are three located in 
the adjacent neighbourhood of Altona Meadows. 
 
The neighbourhood has one retirement village which includes independent living units and some 
serviced apartments.  
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Building permits  
In 2013-14, 32 permits covering a total of 70 new dwellings were issued for the neighbourhood. 
Thirteen were for detached housing, six were for dual occupancy and the remainder (13 permits) 
were for developments of three or more units or townhouses.  
 
Three commercial permits were also issued for the construction of offices and warehouses. 
 
Housing tenure  
Around 42 per cent of households in Altona-Seaholme own their own home, 24 per cent have a 
mortgage and a further 28 per cent are renting. The main changes in tenure since the 2006 Census 
has been an increase in those who are renting privately along with this has been a rise in those with 
a mortgage and a corresponding fall in those who own their home.  
 
The main differences in neighbourhood’s tenure patterns, compared to those for Hobsons Bay, are a 
higher proportion of households own their home and a lower proportion have a mortgage.  
 
Table 24: Housing tenure of households (occupied dwellings) 

 
2011 2006 

Change 
2006-2011 

Tenure type Number % 
Hobsons 

Bay % 
Number % 

Hobsons 
Bay % 

Fully owned 2,133 42.2 35.0 2,196 44.3 36.1 -63 

Mortgage 1,232 24.4 31.4 1,169 23.6 31.4 +63 

Renting 1,391 27.6 27.0 1,217 24.5 24.9 +174 

Renting - Social housing 54 1.1 3.0 61 1.2 3.2 -7 

Renting - Private 1,306 25.9 23.5 1,130 22.8 21.2 +176 

Renting - Not stated 31 0.6 0.5 26 0.5 0.6 +5 

Other tenure type 18 0.4 0.4 21 0.4 0.4 -3 

Not stated 275 5.4 6.2 356 7.2 7.1 -81 

Total households 5,049 100.0 100.0 4,959 100.0 100.0 +90 

Source: ABS 2011 Census (Enumerated data) http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home 

 

Housing sales 
The graphs below provide median monthly sale prices for houses and units in Altona and Seaholme 
over the 12 months to July 2014 (The median price is the midpoint of each month’s sales).  
 
House sales data shows the median prices in Altona peaked at approximately $645,000 in June 2014 
and for units at $550,000 in September 2013. Throughout 2014 house prices appear to be slightly 
above the municipal median while units are generally on a par. 
 
In Seaholme, the median house price peaked at about $750,000 in July 2014 and on the whole, 
prices are above those for Hobsons Bay. The graph (graph 7) below suggests that few units were sold 
over the same period (sales figures for the previous month are repeated if there have been no 
subsequent sales) making it difficult to compare with the municipal data.  
 
  

http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home
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Graph 6: Altona - median dwelling price 
 
Median house prices Median unit prices 

  
 
Graph 7: Seaholme - median dwelling price 
 
Median house prices Median unit prices 

  
Source www.rpdata.com/  (as at 21 August 2014) 
 
 
Housing mortgages  
The monthly mortgage payments of Altona-Seaholme households tend to be higher than those for 
Hobsons Bay as a whole. For example, 45 per cent have monthly payments of $2,000 or more 
compared to the municipal figure of 42 per cent. 
 
Of those Altona-Seaholme households paying less than $2,000 per month, 32 per cent have 
mortgages between $1,000 and $1999 and a further 17 per cent pay less than $1,000. The 
comparable figures for Hobsons Bay are 35 per cent and 18 per cent.  
 
  

http://www.rpdata.com/
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Graph 8: Monthly housing loan repayments (households) 

 

Source: ABS 2011 Census (Enumerated data) http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home 

 

Comparing changes to housing loan repayments over time is difficult due to the impact of economic 
changes such as inflation and interest rates. However, using quartiles enables the data to be 
standardised and allows comparisons to be made across timeframes.  
 
The graph below shows that between 2006 and 2011 the main change was a higher proportion of 
households with larger mortgages, rising by just over 5 per cent. As a consequence, the proportions 
in the medium lowest and medium highest quartiles both dropped (by 4% and 2%). The proportion 
of those in the lowest quartiles remained relatively stable.  
 
In contrast, the Hobsons Bay quartiles remained relatively steady over the same period. 
 
Graph 9: Loan repayment quartiles 

 

Source: ABS 2011 Census (Enumerated data) http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home 
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Availability of rental housing  
There is no central data source where information on monthly housing rentals for suburbs can be 
obtained. The following information has been taken from an online property site and therefore the 
following should be treated as indicative only.  
 
Among the Altona-Seaholme rental properties that were advertised in the last week of August 2014, 
there were 19 houses and 22 units and townhouses. House rents ranged from $350 to $510 per 
week, depending on the number of bedrooms, while rents for units and townhouses were between 
$230 to $520 per week (Source: http://www.realestateview.com.au/rental-properties  accessed on 
27 August 2014). 
 

Rental payments  
The data on weekly rental payments in the table below is from the 2011 Census. On the whole, 
Altona-Seaholme households are paying rents that are in the mid-range.  
 
For example, the percentage paying weekly rents below $300 is on par with the municipal rate. The 
percentage of households paying mid-range rents of between and $300-$400 is higher compared to 
the municipality as a whole (6% higher). Once rents exceed $400, the municipal figure is 
approximately 5 per cent higher. 
 
Table 25: Weekly household rents  

 
Altona-Seaholme Hobsons Bay 

  
Number 

(households) 
% % 

Nil  61 4.4 2.8 

$1-$99 38 2.7 4.7 

$100-$149 37 2.6 4.4 

$150-$199 112 8.0 7.1 

$200-$249 202 14.4 12.7 

$250-$299 298 21.3 22.1 

$300-$349 296 21.1 18.5 

$350-$399 172 12.3 8.9 

$400-$449 73 5.2 5.5 

$450-$549 58 4.1 5.6 

$550-$649 7 0.5 1.7 

$650+ 3 0.2 2.2 

Not stated 44 3.1 3.8 

Total households 1,401 100 100 

Source: ABS 2011 Census (Enumerated data) http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home 

 

As with mortgage payments, comparing rental payments over time requires a method to standardise 
the economic influences of inflation. Using quartiles allows comparison to be made to gauge 
changes in rental costs (quartiles are calculated from the Melbourne Statistical Division rental 
payment data).  
 
The graph below shows that the relative cost of renting became marginally more expensive in 
Altona-Seaholme between 2006 and 2011. The proportion of households in the medium highest or 
highest quartiles of rental payments increased by approximately 2 per cent and there was a 

http://www.realestateview.com.au/rental-properties
http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home
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corresponding decrease in the lowest quartile groups. Similarly, the Hobsons Bay quartile 
distribution remained fairly stable.  
 
Graph 10: Rental quartiles  

 

Source: ABS 2011 Census (Enumerated data) http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home 

 
Housing stress  
Hobsons Bay City Council commissioned id.consulting to assess the extent of housing stress across 
the municipality and its neighbourhoods. Housing stress refers to the percentage of a household’s 
income that is required to cover rental or mortgage payments. A common definition of stress is 
where 30 per cent or more of a household’s gross income is required.  
 
The extent of housing stress also depends on the level of a household’s income. For example, 
housing stress is greater for low income households paying more than 30 per cent who are likely to 
be under greater financial pressure; medium income households paying a similar share of their 
income are described as experiencing marginal housing stress.  
 
Of the close to 5,000 households in Altona-Seaholme, approximately 38 per cent are assessed as low 
income households and 16 per cent are middle income households. id.consulting’s analysis found 
that 9 per cent of low income households are in housing stress and 3 per cent of medium income 
households are in marginal stress, both were slightly lower compared to Hobsons Bay as a whole. 
 
Breaking this data down further reveals that those who are renting are experiencing much higher 
levels of housing stress and this particularly applies to low income households. Just over one in five 
low income households (22%) are in housing stress; this compares to 6 per cent of medium income 
households who are renting and experiencing marginal housing stress. These figures are on a par 
with those for the municipality. 
 
Analysis of households with mortgages shows that 9 per cent of low income households are in 
housing stress and 6 per cent of medium income households are in marginal stress which is slightly 
below Hobsons Bay levels.  
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J. Transport 
 
Car ownership 
Based on responses to the 2011 Census, 84 per cent of households in Altona-Seaholme are car 
owners, which is in line with the municipal rate. 
 
Breaking this down to the number of cars that are owned, households in the neighbourhood tend to 
own slightly fewer cars. For example, 40 per cent own one car and 32 per cent have two cars, 
compared to Hobsons Bay as a whole where 37.5 per cent of households have one car and 34.2 per 
cent have two. The rates of three car ownership in Altona-Seaholme are also marginally lower.  
 
As a result, the rate of households without a car is also higher (Altona Seaholme 10.9%; Hobsons Bay 
9%). However comparing 2011 and 2006 data, the proportion of the neighbourhood’s households 
without a car has dropped slightly, while car ownership has risen slightly across all categories. 
 
Table 26: Number of cars owned (households) 

 
2011 2006 

Change 
2006-2011 

 
Number % 

Hobsons 
Bay % 

Number % 
Hobsons 

Bay % 

No motor vehicles 552 10.9 9.0 566 11.4 9.8 -14 

1 motor vehicle 2,020 40.0 37.5 1,920 38.8 36.6 +100 

2 motor vehicles 1,619 32.0 34.2 1,503 30.4 34.1 +116 

3 or more motor 
vehicles 

605 12.0 12.8 586 11.8 11.9 +19 

Not stated 258 5.1 6.5 374 7.6 7.6 -116 

Total households 5,054 100.0 100.0 4,949 100.0 100.0 +105 

Source: ABS 2011 Census (Enumerated data) http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home 
 
Journey to work 
The table below provides an overview of how people get to work and shows that the car is the 
dominant form of transport both in Altona-Seaholme and across the municipality.  
 
Just over 67 per cent of residents either drive to work or are car passengers, which is on a par with 
the Hobsons Bay figure. While the Altona-Seaholme figure has increased slightly since 2006, the 
overall Hobsons Bay figure has dropped a little.  
 
Sixteen per cent of the neighbourhood’s workers catch the train to work, which is 2 per cent above 
the Hobsons Bay rate. The table below shows that trend has increased since the 2006 Census.  
Residents of Altona-Seaholme are also slightly less likely to cycle or walk to work. 
 
  

http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home
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Table 27: Main method of travel 

 
2011 2006 

Change 
2006-2011 

 
Number % 

Hobsons 
Bay % 

Number % 
Hobsons 

Bay % 

Train 889 16.2 14.1 745 14.5 11.2 +144 

Bus 60 1.1 1.4 43 0.8 1.1 +17 

Tram or Ferry 0 0.0 0.1 0 0.0 0.1 0 

Taxi 0 0.0 0.2 9 0.2 0.2 -9 

Car - as driver 3,402 62.1 61.2 3,153 61.5 63.1 +249 

Car - as passenger 236 4.3 4.6 213 4.2 5.0 +23 

Truck 19 0.3 0.6 52 1.0 0.8 -33 

Motorbike 26 0.5 0.5 38 0.7 0.6 -12 

Bicycle 53 1.0 1.3 39 0.8 1.1 +14 

Walked only 61 1.1 1.7 87 1.7 1.7 -26 

Other 4 0.1 0.8 33 0.6 0.7 -29 

Worked at home 190 3.5 3.0 134 2.6 2.7 +56 

Did not go to work 481 8.8 8.9 503 9.8 9.8 -22 

Not stated 55 1.0 1.7 74 1.4 2.0 -19 

Total employed persons 
aged 15+ 

5,476 100.0 100.0 5,123 100.0 100.0 +353 

Source: ABS 2011 Census (Enumerated data) http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home 
  

http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home
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K. Population Forecasts 
 
Population numbers  
Population forecasts for Hobsons Bay and its neighbourhoods are benchmarked on the results of the 
2011 Census. These figures are then adjusted to incorporate information such new residential 
development, together with population trends related to births, deaths and internal and external 
migration that has occurred since the Census was taken. The forecasts are developed for Council, by 
id.consulting. 
 
As noted earlier, the population of Altona-Seaholme increased by 260 people (+2.3%) between 2006 
and 2011. The table below provides forecast data for the coming decade and indicates that the 
population has accelerated in the three years since the last census. That trend is likely to continue 
with the population forecast to increase over the next decade by 10.9 per cent (1,431 new 
residents). 
 
This has been as a result of an increase in higher density development, particularly along Pier Street, 
where a number of four to five story apartment buildings have been developed. In addition, 
incremental infill development has occurred, replacing single dwellings with unit and townhouse 
developments. Some additional development is likely within the Pier Street precinct, together with 
increased housing density scattered across the neighbourhood. 
 

Table 28: Population forecasts 
    

 
2014 2019 2024 

Change 
2014-2024 

Total Persons 1,3097 1,4031 1,4528 1,431 

    7.1% 3.5% 10.9% 

Source: http://forecast.id.com.au/hobsons-bay?WebID=10 

 
 
Age structure 
The forecast population increase for Altona-Seaholme will impact on the age structure, which has 
reflected an ageing population. However, increases in the number of dwelling have been 
accompanied by increases in the number of younger residents, together with older households 
starting to be replaced by family households.  
 
As the graph below shows, it is likely there will be an increase in the number of families with young 
and school aged children, while there is a plateauing of those aged 60 years and over. This pattern is 
evident throughout the next decade. 
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Graph 11: Forecast age structure 

 

Source: http://forecast.id.com.au/hobsons-bay?WebID=10 
 
 
The graph below shows the extent of the population gains and losses in Altona-Seaholme and 
highlights a regenerating of the population, particularly over the next five years. Most noticeable is 
the large increase in the 35-49 year age group and a smaller increase in the 25-34 age group. Along 
with this is an increase in young and school aged children.  An increase in the 50-59 age group is also 
forecast, although little change in the number of over 70 year olds is expected. 
 

Graph 12: Changes in age structure between 2014-2024 

 

Source: http://forecast.id.com.au/hobsons-bay?WebID=10 
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Housing and household forecasts 
The population forecasts anticipate that approximately 476 new dwellings will be constructed in 
Altona-Seaholme over the next 10 years. In addition the neighbourhood will increase by 
approximately 450 new households. 
 
The average household size in Altona-Seaholme is expected to increase over the next decade, 
reflecting the shift to a younger family profile of the population, although household size is forecast 
to remain below the Hobsons Bay household size of 2.55 people. 
 
Table 29: Future housing and households  

 
2014 2019 2024 

Average household size 2.35 2.40 2.41 

Dwellings 5,860 6,166 6,336 

Households 5,565 5,855 6,017 

Source: http://forecast.id.com.au/hobsons-bay?WebID=10 
 
The following graph highlights the changes that are forecast within the types of households in 
Altona-Seaholme and reinforces the age structure changes mentioned above. The largest increase is 
expected among households with dependants. While the main increase is expected during the 
period to 2019, this household type is forecast to be the largest growth through to 2024. Similarly, 
single parent families are forecast to increase, although growth is much smaller. 
 
In addition, households without dependents are the next largest growth group. Based on the age 
structure table above these households are likely to be predominantly made up of maturing families 
whose children have left home together with young couples who have yet to start their family. 
 
Lone house households are also forecast to increase and this may be due to the increased number of 
apartments and unit development in the area attracting single young people together with an 
increased number of older people who live alone. 
 
Graph 13: Change in household types between 2014 and 2024 

 

Source: http://forecast.id.com.au/hobsons-bay?WebID=10 
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DATA DISCLAIMER  
Every care has been taken to ensure the information in this document is correct. However, 
Hobsons Bay City Council does not accept any liability to any person or organisation for the 
information (or the use of such information) provided in this document. 



 

 
 

Altona-Seaholme Neighbourhood Profile  53 

 
 

 

Altona-Seaholme Neighbourhood Profile 

Consultation Summary 
 

L. Introduction 
The Altona-Seaholme Neighbourhood Profile provides an overview of the history and development 
of the area, data about the characteristics of residents and information about the types of services 
and facilities available in the neighbourhood. 
 
In addition to this information, a number of community consultations took place in order to gain a 
better understanding of how people feel about Altona-Seaholme as a place to live, learn, visit or 
work.   
 

M. Methodology 
Consultation took place during December 2014 and involved a combination of groups and individual 
interviews including:  
 

- interviews with four residents and one former resident 
- interview with a local trader who is also a resident 
- focus group with grade five and six students from Seaholme Primary School  

 
Each session lasted for approximately one hour. The questions used in the consultations are included 
in Appendix 1. 
 

N. Summary notes 
The consultations were framed around several key questions, focusing on what people think about 
Altona-Seaholme as a place to live, work, learn and recreate, its attributes and what could be 
improved.  In addition some local history and memories have been included from several long term 
residents. Below is a summary of the findings. 
 
How would you describe Altona-Seaholme and what are some of the things you like about the 
neighbourhood? 
 
Distinctive features 

The neighbourhood is described as being “just like a big country town, basically everyone knows 

everyone and I’d say the majority are long term residents who have been here 50 years plus or 

certainly up around that mark”. While there has been increased residential development over the 

last few years which has attracted new residents, that sense of community connection remains. “I 

know it’s said a lot but there is a community-village type feel.”  These views were shared by a one of 

the children who participated in the consultation. “It’s a friendly environment, I mean the people. 

I’ve lived here since I was born.” 
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Another feature of the neighbourhood is the peace and quiet. The fact that it is a destination rather 

than being on a traffic route is seen as a real asset. As one long term resident put it, “It’s just a 

beautiful little hidden gem … people have to drive into it, you don’t drive through it. When they’ve 

discovered it I’ve given up counting how many times I’ve heard visitors say, “Wow how long has this 

place existed?”  This view was shared by a former resident. “No one really comes through to get 

anywhere except people coming to the beach.” 

Being so close to the coast and the unspoiled nature of the area are appealing aspects of living in 

Altona-Seaholme.  “Our beach is our greatest attraction – no if, buts, maybes about that. Also that 

relaxed atmosphere that’s still here. We haven’t gone all upmarket and become ‘yuppieville’.”  

Another resident commented that “it’s a great thing to be so close to the water, probably more so 

than the other side of Melbourne. The way that Pier Street and that area go all the way down to the 

water – it’s really well integrated. The park, the beach, the shops and cafes are linked.  It’s not like 

that at other beaches.” 

Proximity to the coast was one of the attractions for a recently returned resident, when talking 

about what had brought her back to the area where she was born. “We’re in a cul-de-sac and you 

can see across to the bay and the boat ramp and it’s a quiet little spot and I just love it.” Another 

positive about the areas is the relatively low scale development along the foreshore. “It’s still 

unspoilt…along the Esplanade. At this point in time there isn’t a conference centre or a big hotel – 

it’s still got that seaside village feel about it.”  

Several somewhat unexpected distinctive features that one resident mentioned were no large fast 

food chains and a lot of roundabouts! “The fact that we don’t have any fast food outlets is good. I 

don’t know if that’s just luck or if there’s been any kind of direction behind that... I mean there’s 

pizza shops but all the big chains aren’t here.”  

Natural environment  

With around half of the neighbourhood’s geographical boundary formed by the coast, having access 

to the sea makes a big impression on people’s daily life. “We often go for a drive and before we go 

home we’ll go for a drive down Pier Street to see what’s happening for the fun of it and then along 

the beach. And then in winter it’s really different – there’s no one around.”  For younger children 

there is an element of independence going to the beach, “I can just walk to the beach and don’t 

have to drive [with my parents].” 

Proximity to the coast, Cherry Lake and large tracts of open space mean the neighbourhood has a 

wide range of wildlife that is valued by residents. One local loves the wildlife, but not all of it! “The 

birdlife – the pelicans; sitting outside in the backyard, you see them going over, and the sunsets. I 

feed the birds every morning and you can stand in the middle of the running track near us and the 

array of birds is just amazing. It’s magnificent to see a flock of parrots, pelicans and ducks. I love the 

wildlife but not the snake kind!”   
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Affordable housing  

Affordable housing was an important factor which first attracted some people to the 

neighbourhood. Talking about their decision to buy in Altona-Seaholme, a long term resident said, 

“We came because it was affordable and central and my wife’s from here.  We weren’t going to 

come here because of the refineries but it ended up being the ideal spot because we could afford 

it…When we looked around at everywhere else it was either too far from work or too far to 

commute and too expensive.”  The pressure of needing to find larger accommodation that they 

could afford brought another young family to the neighbourhood. “We were renting in Port 

Melbourne and at that time we had a new baby and we wanted something that wasn’t an apartment 

and being first home buyers there’s not much choice as to what you can buy. But we knew Altona 

was still affordable for like a two bedroom unit so that was our foothold into the market.” 

But as in other parts of the municipality and across metropolitan Melbourne, house prices in Altona-

Seaholme have been escalating. “We couldn’t afford to (buy) now. When we moved here prices 

were half those in Essendon. When Kennett (a former Premier of Victoria) approved dual 

occupancies, that’s when things started to kick off around here because there’s such big blocks.”  

Those who’ve left the neighbourhood and want to return are finding the cost of housing quite 

prohibitive.  “A lot of people my age, that baby boomer age and a little bit older, as Point Cook and 

Altona Meadows were developing, they sold their houses here and still had $200,000-300,000 left 

over which was their retirement nest egg. They got a brand new house down there but I believe 75 

per cent of them that I’ve spoken to since say we now want to come back to Altona but we can’t 

afford to. So we are spoilt with a lot of things that we take for granted here.” 

 

However, for one younger resident who is looking for somewhere to rent, the cost needs to be kept 

in context. “I want to stay close to work and I don’t have my license, so I can catch public 

transport…I’ve been looking [in Altona-Seaholme] and it is more expensive than Werribee but it’s 

worth it and I think when you keep that in mind, you find the money.”  

New development  

Like other parts of the municipality, there has been new development, particularly around the Pier 

Street precinct. While there was some comment about not wanting the area to become 

overdeveloped, the benefits were also acknowledged. “It’s really changed in the last five years I’ve 

been here – with higher density housing going in and a few more cafes. I think that’s been a good 

thing having more people around. It makes things feel safer.” There was however some wariness 

about the increased density and how that could change the neighbourhood. “Everyone has that 

concern or worry about three units going up. See, Altona blocks when they were first sold they were 

the old quarter acre lots. They’re a developers’ delight now so certainly as the old places are being 

demolished they’re being replaced by units.” 
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The local trader welcomed the development of Pier Street, but also noted that the extent of new 

development needs to be balanced. “A lot of people, their gut reaction is ‘oh no we don’t want high 

rise’ and certainly I wouldn’t want them any higher than they are. But with the development we’ve 

been able to gain a second supermarket. That part of Pier Street [the northern end] was almost semi 

industrial – it was not attractive. In support of the high rise development there – that’s our 

welcoming gate to the shopping centre and it’s made the whole streetscape a hell of a lot better. It’s 

more attractive, it’s more inviting.” These views were echoed by another person. “I remember 

before the higher density went in, it always looked a bit derelict, a bit underwhelming; but I think it’s 

springing to life now.  It just needs better quality buildings. It’s added some life to that northern end 

of Pier Street which it really needed.”  

Others were not so convinced. “I don’t like it. I don’t like the big building [down Pier Street]. I don’t 

mind that they’re adding in new shops.  That’s OK, but I don’t like the big buildings. They’re a bit of 

an eyesore. I don’t like the modern look.”  Some felt that while the new development served a 

purpose, there were too many coffee shops. Speaking about the higher density development, one 

local had some reservations. “It’s just one of those things that’s going to happen. I wouldn’t like it 

behind my house obviously but it’s one of those things that you’ve got to populate the area more to 

bring more business for the street. But I’m a bit over all the cafes; it would be nice to have some 

other types of shops but then they might find it hard to survive because they haven’t got the 

numbers.”  

 

What activities do you do locally and what facilities do you use? 
 
Shopping 

The main type of shopping that residents do locally is at the supermarket, although in general most 

tend to shop outside of the neighbourhood. While some do their ‘big shop’ locally, most travel to 

supermarkets in the larger complexes at Altona Meadows and Altona North. Some also mentioned 

shopping at the local milk bar which was within walking distance for ‘bits and pieces’. 

 

The local trader suggested that having a relatively small population makes it difficult for local 

businesses to compete with the larger centres. “Our biggest competitors from a shopping point of 

view are the hardtop places like Altona Gate and Werribee Plaza, where they’ve got the variety. We 

never compete with that. What we do offer I guess is a unique experience to come here.” 

Recognising that Pier Street needed to be reinvigorated to improve its commercial viability, the 

traders group took the initiative to start a weekly street market. “Just over 10 years ago, on a 

Tuesday, Altona was just a ghost town. Nobody was coming in. We looked at Mornington Market 

and started one here. Tuesday is now probably our busiest day. It [the market] doesn’t compete with 

existing shop keepers and as a result the market has grown and grown and today we have about 80 

stall holders.” 
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Children’s services and education 

A parent of a young baby whose family uses the local Maternal and Child Health centre commented, 

“That’s been really good. We can walk to the centre in David Street so that’s been really handy.”  

However, with a partner preparing to return to work, finding local childcare may be more difficult. “I 

think there’s only one which I guess is better than none.  Childcare in the municipality has long 

waiting lists. [When my wife returns to work] it will mean driving to a centre. We’re on the waiting 

list for the local one but if we don’t get in we’ll need to coordinate it.”  

When both parents are working, finding an appropriate early years centre for their preschool 

children can be difficult. “It’s really, really hard to find a kinder that does long day care programs and 

there’s only a handful in the municipality.”  However for those only needing kindergarten, finding a 

centre was simpler. One parent liked having a kindergarten nearby and now that his son was at 

primary school, he appreciated that it was close enough to ride a bike.   

There were no participants in the consultation with secondary school aged children. One parent, 

however, whose child had initially attended the former Altona High School, spoke of their 

disappointment when it became a Prep-Year 9 school. As a result, they moved him to a school in an 

adjacent municipality which offered classes through to Year 12. “It was a shame and I think it still is a 

shame that there isn’t a public secondary school that goes to Year 12 [in the neighbourhood]. But it’s 

a small school and I don’t know if it would get any bigger if it went to Year 12 because it’s not where 

the [population] growth is.”  

Health services 

The main health service used by residents is medical, with most having a local doctor. People talked 

about liking having a doctor who is close to home and, for those employed locally, to their work. On 

the whole people felt there is an adequate supply of GPs, although one person said that initially they 

were on a patient waiting list at a local practice. “I’ve got a fabulous GP. We did have to go on a 

waiting list and I don’t know if that’s changed …They closed their books a couple of years ago but I’m 

not sure what the situation is now.”  

One person mentioned that it is usually not too difficult to get emergency medical appointment but 

there may be a wait for standard appointments, “Yeah I find it really easy because they allocate 

emergency slots so you just phone up on the day and there’s always a space but not necessarily with 

your doctor. If you need to do that [get an appointment with your doctor] it’s always a two week 

wait”.   

Beyond having a local GP, another resident noted the benefit of having a hospital in the municipality. 

“We’ve got Williamstown Hospital. It’s always been a great standby for my family.” 

Open space, recreation and sport 

Access to local parks, in particular Logan Reserve, was mentioned by a number of the adult 

participants in the consultation who enjoyed its location near the Pier Street shops and the beach.  
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The park is well used for picnics and small and large events including the regular Tuesday market on 

Pier Street.  One enthusiastic resident said, “I sit in Logan Reserve all the time, I love it. I’ve gone 

down and had a look at a few events there and a lot have been for kids but we’ve walked around 

and had a look. It’s quiet but there’s still people around you. There’s kids, there’s the ocean and you 

can see the boats go by, it’s lovely. People really utilise the space”.   

 

While people appreciated that “we’ve got more open space than any other council”, it is the school 

children who appear to use parks the most. Some of things they enjoyed were the half basketball 

courts and having trees to climb. In general though, there was a sense that the local parks didn’t 

present enough challenges and adventure to cater for young children. A student commented that “I 

take my younger brothers to the park but I don’t think there are many parks around for our aged 

kids. When I want to go to a park for myself…I go further out to a park near Werribee. They’ve got 

some pretty steep slides and it’s not very ‘kiddie’. When you go to parks [in the neighbourhood] 

they’re very small and the slides are small and tight.” Along with bigger slides, the more adventurous 

things they’d like in their parks were swings that are appropriate for older children i.e. that swing 

higher and one student talked about the fun of having a park with a flying fox.  

Physically active residents spoke of the broad range of infrastructure that is available for those who 

like to walk, run and cycle. These include the shared paths along the foreshore and around Cherry 

Lake. According to a former resident, “We used to go out on family bike rides with a bike trailer and 

it’s perfect because it’s all flat and the off road tracks are really good as well. We’d often head down 

to Altona Meadows on the coastal trail.”  

The dog parks and beach were also popular with the young and old, enabling them to combine 

recreation with exercise. “We just recently got a dog so we just love that the dog beach is across the 

road. Now my husband and my daughter take the dog there every day.  We’ve got a park just around 

the corner and we often walk over to the other park where the soccer is and let the dog run around 

– we use that a lot.” 

While some people are no longer active in local sporting clubs, they talked about being involved 

when their children were younger. “[Our kids] were all in sporting clubs, the local footy club; all my 

boys played footy and I was heavily involved.”  

Perhaps not surprisingly, it was children who were more involved in formal sports. They are 

members of a wide range clubs in the neighbourhood and play football, netball, rugby, soccer, 

basketball, cricket, tennis and hockey, while another is the nippers group at the Altona Lifesaving 

Club. 

Libraries and community centres 

Libraries are popular with a wide range of age groups. One mother talked about taking her young 

children to programs such as Rhyme Time and sing-alongs at the library where she would “meet up  
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with a friend and combine it with a coffee date”. Now a student at university, she uses the library for 

her study. 

Others spoke about the library providing a place where they could concentrate, away from the 

distractions of home. “I really like the library. I’ve been to Altona, Altona Meadows and 

Williamstown libraries so yeah I really enjoy spending time at the library. Whenever I’ve got work or 

anything, I go to the library to get away from home and focus on what I need to do, so I really use 

libraries a lot. When I’ve been at the library I’ve seen a lot of kids coming in. It’s probably the service 

I really use.” 

Along with using the library, another resident mentioned visiting exhibitions at the Louis Joel Centre 

and also “attending some workshops there with my parents about dementia…there’s plenty on, a 

variety of things to do”. 

 
Social connections 

Both young and older participants in the consultation mentioned catching up in each other’s home 

but more often somewhere in Pier Street. One young parent commented that she met up with 

members of the mothers’ group to have a coffee in Pier Street. However, she went on to say that 

there were limited places that catered for children.  

The new cafes were also welcomed by those wanting to have a meal or coffee with their partner and 

with friends. Children also talked about having lunch with friends in Pier Street, with one mentioning 

the fish and chip shop near the beach as a good place to go. Other places they meet up with friends 

are local parks and the beach. 

Another location that one resident enjoyed for catch-ups was the local sports club at Seaholme. 

“You can have a meal and you’re 10 metres from Port Phillip Bay.”  

What things do you regularly do outside the neighbourhood? 
 

Shopping 

As mentioned previously, the relatively small size of the local population is reflected in the 

neighbourhood’s small number and variety of shops. As a result, participants in the consultation 

tend to shop in larger centres.  

 

While some residents said they do use the local supermarkets either for their main shopping or for 

bits and pieces, on the whole, most people preferred to use supermarkets at either Altona Meadows 

or Altona Gate; both are outside the neighbourhood but within the municipality. “We tend to go out 

of the area but I think that’s probably us, my family. It’s just easy to go somewhere like Altona Gate. 

You can do it all in the one spot.”  

 



 

 
 

Altona-Seaholme Neighbourhood Profile  60 

 
 

 

While a former resident noted the increased number of local businesses and improvement in what 

was on offer, “Shops and cafes are still a little bit behind. You find yourself going out of the area for 

those.  It’s gotten a bit better but a few years ago it was still lacking in choice so we used to go 

probably to Point Cook and maybe Kororoit Creek Road [to shop].”  

There are only a limited number of clothing stores in the neighbourhood and as a result people 

spoke of travelling further afield for clothing purchases.  While centres in the west such as Werribee, 

Highpoint and Werribee Plaza were popular, others mentioned shopping in the city, Docklands, 

Chadstone and direct outlet centres.  In addition, some shopped at places like Richmond and South 

Melbourne for gifts and specialist items.  

 
Recreation, sport and socialising 

Among the most common activities which took residents outside both the neighbourhood and the 

municipality were to watch a film or catch up with friends.  Several people mentioned that they like 

to see films and usually go to centres at Sunshine or Highpoint, with the games arcade at Highpoint 

being an additional attraction for one younger adult.   

While catching up with friends sometimes happens locally, people also like to meet up in bars or 

cafes that are not readily available from the neighbourhood. “Places to go at night around here are 

definitely lacking – most are for daytime.” 

Playing sport, often outside of the municipality, was also common among school children. In 

addition to local sports they participated, children travelled to the indoor swimming at the centre at 

Altona North, gymnastics in Footscray, boxing in Werribee and rugby in Dandenong. 

How do you normally get about? 

The methods used to get about the neighbourhood varied, although using the car is either the 

preferred method or the most convenient. Travel by car was particularly common among school 

children. While some ride a bike or scooter to school and some travel by public transport, most are 

dropped off and picked up by car. While not discussed in detail at the consultation, factors such as 

convenience and time limitations for working parents were mentioned by students as the reason for 

this. But moving on to secondary school will require an increased level of independent travel and 

some confidence.  “From next year because I’ll be in high school, some of us will be taking public 

transport… I don’t feel like it’s going to be unsafe. I have witnessed some pretty weird things on 

public transport but I’m not scared.” 

Adult residents talked about varying degrees of car dependence to get about.  On one hand, one 

person said they only ever use their car while others combine walking, cycling and public transport 

with some car use when required. “We use the car when we have loads to transport.” 
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For some, it is the contained size of the neighbourhood that makes getting about fairly easy and 

encourages non-car methods. “It is such a reasonably compact little area. For those that are into it, 

you can get around on a bike and most things are walking distance unless you’re a little bit older”.  A 

number of people in the consultation were active walkers. “We do a lot of walking; we walk to the 

supermarket at the weekend.” However once children arrive, walking is not always a practical 

option, as parents juggle the demands of family and work. “For a bit, I walked to work but then 

when I started using childcare I had to drive which felt a bit funny.” 

 

However walking and cycling are not without hazards and negotiating roundabouts on the 

neighbourhood’s busier roads was an issue for several residents. In talking about the roundabout at 

Civic Parade and Millers Road, one person who walks that way daily described it as, “A nightmare. 

There’s an underpass but I don’t even feel safe using it and the school seems to lock gates to it…I get 

there about 8am and it’s open and it’s closed about 5pm at night. They’ve put a school crossing in 

[on Millers Rd] which helps me… I feel safer cos cars are more aware [of pedestrians].”  The lack of a 

continuous pathway through roundabouts was an issue for a regular cyclist. “It would nice if the bike 

lanes could continue through [the roundabout] and also for cars to know that they don’t have the 

whole space – it’s the most dangerous point.”  

  
Using public transport, mainly the train, is a popular option and a convenient method for some 

people to get about. “In all the time I’ve lived here, I’ve never had to drive to work.  I’ve always been 

able to catch the train to the city or the train and bus [to a previous job]. There’s a few issues with 

the Altona loop that are well documented but being able to jump on the train is really handy.”   

The issues referred to by this resident include a reduction in the number of trains on the Altona 

section of the line, train cancelations and the non-direct services during off-peak times. For those 

not dependent on the service, these issues are an annoyance that they tolerate. “If we go into the 

city quite often we’ll use the trains. It’s pretty good. Most of the time it’s for socialising so we do it 

off-peak. We haven’t had problems. We’ve just found the stop where you have to change trains 

[passengers must change at Newport during off peak periods] is a pain at times.”  

For daily commuters, changes to the train service have had greater impacts. “I used to work in the 

city and … catch the train at Westona. That was before they stopped it at Flinders St and it went 

right through the loop. It was crowded and you couldn’t get a seat but you didn’t have to get off at 

Newport – I don’t like that at all.” 

The train service also has problems for those travelling in the opposite direction to Werribee. “I 

usually travel to Werribee because I’ve got family there. I have to change trains at Laverton – it’s a 

headache. If you go at the wrong time it can take you close to two hours to get where you’re going. 

You can wait 20 minutes for the train …..I think it drastically affects people coming to Altona as 

well.” 
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Do you think Altona-Seaholme is a safe place? 

Residents generally described the neighbourhood as a safe place to live, although there are places 

where they avoid, this was particularly common among children and women.  While several women 

agreed that on the whole it is a safe area they went on to mention several assaults in recent years 

that had made them wary about some areas, especially those with poor natural surveillance. “In all 

honesty I think it’s a fantastic place. It’s beautiful, it’s quiet, there’s not much going on. I’m a walker, 

so I really enjoy walking. Sometimes if I can’t sleep I’ll get up. I’ve never been able to wake up in the 

middle of the night and feel safe enough to walk around the block and go back to bed but I do that 

here.” However, she also mentioned walking at Cherry Lake where one incident had occurred. “I 

have been going through Cherry Lake a little bit more. I’m just picking my times of the day. Should I 

walk home at lunchtime, I’m more than happy to walk through Cherry Lake but early in the morning 

and after work I’d rather walk along the road. Where I walk is probably the safest part of the lake 

and in all honesty I don’t feel there is anything negative there. It’s just precaution.”  Some school 

children were also cautious about the Cherry Lake for the same reason and were avoiding it, at least 

for now. 

 

In terms of day to day living though, people tended to be confident about the safety of the 

neighbourhood. “I think it’s pretty safe. I think safety is in knowing your neighbours – people 

keeping their eyes open. We’ve had a few burglaries and break-ins but we take normal precautions. 

I’ve worked all over Melbourne and it’s no different to anywhere else.”  This person went on to say 

that instilling a sense of community in children also helped with safety. “Safety for kids is in walking 

in groups. We see the kids walking home [from school] and we know who they are – they know who 

we are if there’s anything wrong.”  

This view about community connection and safety was shared by the local trader. “Now I think it’s a 

pretty safe place, certainly from a trader’s point of view we look out for one another; keep an eye 

open for one another. But because of the fact that so many people know one another there’s that 

nice feeling that ‘hey if something did happen I’m surrounded by friends or acquaintances’.” 

 

Safety for children varied. Some were reasonably confident, although their parents had introduced 

measures to manage safety concerns. After dark was clearly a time when some children were less 

likely to feel safe and several mentioned that their parents don’t allow them to be out when it gets 

dark unless they’re with an adult. Safety on public transport was also an issue for some who were 

concerned about the behaviour of some other passengers. 

Proximity to the beach and the warmer weather are also factors that can impact feelings of safety. “I 

have to admit sometimes later at night maybe on those warmer nights [around the foreshore area] 

when you’ve got a lot of people who are a bit drunk or young people who are a bit fired up – I don’t 

think I’d be wanting to hang about.”  
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Comparing the safety the neighbourhood now to times gone by, a long-time resident noted. “We’ve 

had a couple of incidents but on the whole I think it’s a very, very safe place. Every now and then 

you’ll have a little bit of an outbreak over the summer months and you might have the odd brawl. 

But I can go back to many years ago when it was the regular thing for the Newport boys would jump 

on the train to fight the Altona boys.”  

What would make it a better place to live / work / visit? 
 
People talked about the limitations of the shopping precinct and what could be done to make it 

more vibrant. “I think there are a few gaps – probably fresh food other than at the supermarket …we 

don’t have a funky little bar, that would be good.” Despite a number of new cafes having opened, 

quality was still seen to be lacking. “The cafes – the new ones that do open are always a bit 

disappointing – what they offer and the quality of coffee. Yeah and just some more meeting spaces if 

you’ve got kids or cafes that have got room to take kids.” 

A better distribution of cafes was mentioned by a resident of Seaholme. “It would be amazing to 

have cafes down the Seaholme end where there are city views. I love the city view and you don’t get 

that in Altona. It’s nice walking down to Pier St on the weekend and grabbing a coffee but I just love 

to have the city views and it’s beautiful there.” 

 

Beach maintenance away from the main beach was also noted as something that could be improved. 

There was a sense that most of the works undertaken in the neighbourhood are focussed around the 

Pier Street precinct. “The beach gets a bit smelly sometimes. They’ve done a great job up to Romawi 

Street and then it stops.  For people living a bit further down at the other end you feel like they’ve 

forgotten about you. I think in general there’s like a grid; there’s Pier Street at the centre and it’s 

close to the action and then there’s the outlying areas. There’s a bit of a divide in terms of how the 

money is spent and whether you’re really ‘Altona’.”  Further to this, there was also some concern 

about pollution in the bay. “The condition of the beach and pollution and stuff are an issue. I’ve 

been to the beach occasionally and seen dead fish floating around where the storm water goes.” 

Public transport, as previously outlined, was a common complaint and residents felt that 

improvements were needed. As mentioned, the main concerns were around having to change trains 

at Newport, train cancellations and poor timetabling between the Altona loop and connecting 

services. Children also felt that safety on trains and cleanliness could be improved.   

Another issue for children was the amount of graffiti they see. “There is a lot of graffiti and every 

now and then I see people doing it and also my dad talks a lot about it. Usually it’s on those places 

like abandoned buildings and on people’s fences and sometimes when I ride down this [local] bike 

track there’s loads of graffiti on people’s fences. It’s ridiculous – people are just painting on people’s 

property for no reason.” 
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As outlined earlier in the section on recreation, children highlighted the lack of suitable play spaces 

and equipment that catered for more adventurous play for older children.  

Some issues around road traffic and safety have also referred to earlier, however people also 

mentioned traffic due to increased development in the neighbourhood. “Traffic coming into Civic 

Parade now at night is busy. Parking is becoming an issue, not necessarily though the week but on a 

Saturday it’s chockers. You’ve got the swim school and the new apartments [at the northern end of 

Pier Street] and people trying to shop at the new supermarket... and the beach.  So it has increased 

[traffic] but what can you do.” 

The second largest shopping centre in Altona-Seaholme is Harrington Square. It was talked about as 

having a lot of potential, but needing a revamp. “You just want it to come to life and there’s not any 

cafes… It’s just a sort of come and go place. It’s very concrete and not very inviting but it’s got 

potential.” One local offered the following solution. “I’d be more than happy if they put in a medium 

density development with shops on the street [like Pier St]. It’s brought more people in and it 

activates the site with more shops and vibrancy.” 

There were also concerns about the close proximity to heavy industry, although there was 

recognition that it is part of the history of the neighbourhood and offered employment. “If there’s 

one thing I could change…it would be to get rid of the heavy industry. You sort of forget about it and 

then you drive past and go wow – there’s some pretty serious stuff going on here.  But I don’t lie 

awake and night worrying about it and I guess it’s part of the history of the area.” 

Do you plan to stay in Altona-Seaholme?  

Most people indicated they intend or would like to stay living in Altona-Seaholme. As one long- time 

resident of Altona commented, “If we moved we would move to Altona. We’d just move to 

somewhere smaller”. Similarly, a recently returned resident saw the neighbourhood as home. “My 

husband loves it here and so we’re not going anywhere”. 

A younger resident who is preparing to move out of home would like to stay living in the 

neighbourhood, despite the cost relative to some other areas. “I don’t think [buying a house] is 

going to be attainable in five years... we’re just starting to get to a point where we’re putting money 

away now so I think it’s going to take a while and we’ll need to get out and rent for a little while.” 

 

While wanting to remain living in the area, several residents raised issues that might influence them 

to consider moving, including family and schooling. “My intention, at this stage while my dad is alive, 

is that we’re not going anywhere. We may have to move in with my dad [who lives elsewhere in the 

municipality] but I would be reluctant to give up my lifestyle here. I love it.” 

Finding the right secondary school could mean a move for one resident. “Most likely [we’re] staying 

unless schools become an issue; that would be the only real thing… It’s good to live near the beach 

but then you don’t always have the facilities. 
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While they weren’t thinking about whether they were likely to remain living in the neighbourhood, 
primary school children in the consultation were making plans for secondary school. While some 
indicated they would be going to high schools in other parts of the municipality, other children were 
intending to go to schools in Wyndham and Maribyrnong. 
 
Schooling and housing costs were important factors for a former resident deciding to move to 
Williamstown. “We moved primarily for schooling but we did consider buying in Altona if we could 
have bought a bigger house with a nice back garden. But you can’t do that anymore because the 
prices are on par with Williamstown and it’s all marketed for developers.” 
 
The pull of wanting to live in a location which was more vibrant, balanced with housing affordability, 

were being weighed up by one resident. “I enjoy living here but there are probably places I’d prefer 

to live... I’ve always preferred inner city living. A lot of people really like the open space here but I 

kinda like the bustle like in Yarraville where the houses are closer together and the streets are a bit 

narrower and it’s older and there’s a bit more going on…but affordability might be an issue. So I 

could quite possibly be living here in ten years and I’d be pretty happy with that situation. Having a 

child now, your priorities change.” 

 

Remembering Altona-Seaholme 

A long term resident who grew up in the neighbourhood gave some lovely insights into what life was 

like in the 1950s and 60s.  

“Most of the people who settled here were people who worked at our local refineries and they 

brought their families to be close to their work...I can remember as a teenager living here, on a 

Saturday morning –again that country town feel – everyone came to Pier Street to do shopping. We 

didn’t have late night shopping so they all came to do their shopping, catch up, have a chat, see who 

was in the local footy team in the shop windows, and whilst we’ve lost that now because of 

extended shopping hours etc that’s how I remember it.” 

“People used to do all their shopping in Altona. There was no such thing as Highpoint, Werribee 

Plaza or Altona Gate so they had to shop locally and we had our local butchers and we had the iconic 

Noonan’s pie shop. They’re iconic in Altona and they only closed their doors in 2001. Everyone came 

here [to shop]”.   

  



 

 
 

Altona-Seaholme Neighbourhood Profile  66 

 
 

 

 

Consultation Questions 

What’s your connection with Altona-Seaholme?  

Local resident   HB resident  Work here   Visitor     

Other___________________ 

 

1. If you were describing Altona-Seaholme what are some of the area’s distinctive features? 
(what makes it different to other places) 

 

2. What are the things that make it a good place to live / work / visit? 
Prompts 

 The facilities (eg parks, open space, leisure facilities) 
 Access to shops; shops have what you need 
 Access to services (doctors dentists etc, childcare/MCH, schools ) 
 Affordable housing 
 Close to work  

 

3. What sort of activities do you do locally? 
Prompts 

 Member of club / group 
 Play sport  
 Socialise / meet with friends 
 Volunteer 
 Shop 
 Work 

 

4. What are some of the facilities you use in the local area? 
Prompts 

 Childcare/MCH/preschool/schools 
 Sports/ recreation 
 Neighbourhood 
 Community centre/halls 
 Seniors centre 

 

Appendix 1 
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5. What things do you regularly do outside the area eg in other parts of Hobsons Bay or 
beyond?  

Prompts 

 library 
 shop 
 go to school 
 access services health 
 Sport/leisure activities 
 Catch up with friends / socialise  

 

6. How do you normally get about the area? 
Prompts 

 public transport 
 drive 
 walk 
 ride a bike) 
 

7. Is it easy / safe to get about? 
 

8. What would make it a better place to live / work / visit?  
Prompts 

 sport/leisure places 
 meeting /socialising opportunities 
 transport 
 shops  
 services  
 safety 
 work 

 

9. Do you expect to still be living here in the next 5 years – if yes – how do you think your 
needs will change? 

 facilities 
 services 
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Title: Altona – Cold and stormy, unlike Australian Christmas Weather (Monday, 1 January, 1945) 
Source: State Library Victoria  [Sketchbook no. 7, containing water colours, photographs and newspaper 
clippings] [art original] / Charlie Hammond Date(s): ca.  1913 - ca. 1946. 

 

 


