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Altona North and Brooklyn  

Data Profile 
 
A. Population Characteristics  
 
Population: number and age structure  
At the 2011 Census, the Altona North and Brooklyn neighbourhood area had a population of 13,153 
people (approximately 16% of the municipality’s residents). Based on population forecasts for 2015, 
the neighbourhood’s current population is approximately 14,338. 
 
Between the 2006 and 2011 Censuses, the neighbourhood’s population grew by 624 residents (a 
4.7% increase). The table and graph below show the changes that occurred over that time.  
 
While the area has a sizeable older population relative to Hobsons Bay as a whole, the early signs of 
population regeneration are evident. This is most noticeable among the increased number of 
younger residents in the family forming ages of 25-34 years, and a corresponding increase in pre-
school aged children. There has also been an increase in the 35-49 age bracket. While there is still 
evidence of an ageing population, notably among those aged 85 years and over, the number of 
those around retiring age (60-69 years) has declined. 
 
Table 1: Age structure    Graph 1: Population change (2006-11) 

Altona North -
Brooklyn 

2006 2011 
Change 
2006-11 

0-4 years 713 860 147 

5-11 years 1,100 989 -111 

12-17 years 801 840 39 

18-24 years 1,085 1,027 -58 

25-34 years 1,748 2,122 374 

35-49 years 2,325 2,505 180 

50-59 years 1,280 1,290 10 

60-69 years 1,419 1,188 -231 

70-84 years 1,813 1,893 80 

85+ years 246 439 193 

Total pop
n
 12,529 13,153 624 

Source: ABS 2011 Census (Usual residence data) http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home 
 
When comparing the age structure of the neighbourhood’s residents against that of Hobsons Bay, 
the graph below highlights a similar age profile among the younger age groups up to age 24 year. 
Thereafter, the neighbourhood has proportionately fewer working aged residents (25-60 years) and 
more older residents, particularly in the 70-85 age group. 

http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home
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Graph 2: Age Structure – Altona North-Brooklyn and Hobsons Bay 

 
Source: ABS 2011 Census (Usual residence data) http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home 
 
Family and household types 
There are approximately 5,000 households in Altona North-Brooklyn. Forty per cent have children 
and fifty three percent do not. (This data does not include households who couldn’t be classified and 
visitor only households).  
 
Almost 2,000 families have children. Among couple households, those children tend to be younger 
(under 15 years) while single parent families are more likely to have older children. Between 2006 
and 2011, the number of couples with children decreased slightly (-33)while single parent families 
increased by a similar amount (+37).  
 
Compared to Hobsons Bay, the neighbourhood has a lower percentage of couples with children (5% 
less), but particularly those with young children.  
 
Altona North and Brooklyn has a slightly higher proportion of single parent families and all 
categories within that family type are marginally above the municipal level.  
 

http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home
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Table 2: Households with children 

 
2011 2011 

Change 
2006-11 Altona North-Brooklyn Number % 

Hobsons 
Bay % 

Number % 
Hobsons 

Bay % 

Couples with children 1,336 26.7 31.7 1,369 28.7 32.2 -33 

Couples with young children* 691 13.8 17.4 629 13.2 17.1 62 

Couples with mixed-age children 193 3.9 3.9 191 4.0 4.6 2 

Couples with older children** 452 9.0 10.4 548 11.5 10.5 -96 

Single parents with children 641 12.8 11.1 604 12.7 11.7 37 

Single parents with young children* 191 3.8 3.5 189 4.0 4.5 2 

Single parents with mixed-age children 63 1.3 1.2 75 1.6 1.2 -12 

Single parents with older children** 386 7.7 6.4 340 7.1 6.0 46 

Total households with children 1,977 39.5 42.7 1,972 41.4 43.9 5 

Total households 5,005 100.0 100.0 4,763 100.0 100.0 242 

*children aged under 15   ** children aged 15 and over 
Source: ABS 2011 Census (Enumerated data) http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home 
 
Of the 53 per cent of households without children in Altona North-Brooklyn, people living alone are 
the largest group, marginally ahead of couples without children. Lone person households also grew 
most in the five years to 2011. 
 
Compared to the municipality as a whole, the neighbourhood has a similar proportion of couple 
households without children and within this category it has a lower proportion of young couples, 
although their numbers have increased since 2006. Group households also increased a little 
between 2006 and 2011.  
 
Altona North-Brooklyn has a slightly higher proportion of households without children, particularly 
older couple and also lone person households.  
 
Table 3: Households without children  

 
2011 2011 

Change 
2006-11 Altona North-Brooklyn Number % 

Hobsons 
Bay % 

Number % 
Hobsons 

Bay % 

Couples without children 1,166 23.3 23.5 1,164 24.4 22.8 2 

Young couples without children 362 7.2 8.6 270 5.7 7.9 92 

Middle-aged couples without children 189 3.8 7.1 237 5.0 7.1 -48 

Older couples without children 614 12.3 7.8 657 13.8 7.7 -43 

Lone person households 1,270 25.4 24.3 1,156 24.3 24.4 114 

Young lone persons 347 6.9 7.1 327 6.9 8.0 20 

Middle-aged lone persons 324 6.5 8.3 300 6.3 7.6 24 

Older lone persons 598 11.9 8.9 530 11.1 8.8 68 

Group households 209 4.2 3.8 143 3.0 3.2 66 

Total households without children 2,644 52.8 51.6 2,463 51.7 50.4 181 

Total households 5,005 100.0 100.0 4,763 100.0 100.0 242 

- young: 15-44 years;  middle aged: 45-64 years; older: 65+ years 
NB Data does not include other not classifiable households visitor only households 
Source: ABS 2011 Census (Enumerated data) http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home 

http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home
http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home
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Cultural diversity of residents 
Forty per cent (5,262) of people living in the neighbourhood were born overseas, which is 
substantially higher than the municipal figure of 31 per cent. Between 2006 and 2011, the number 
of overseas born increased by 179 residents. All of this growth came from residents from non-
English speaking countries which was off-set by a small decrease in the number who were born in 
English speaking countries (-8 residents). 
 
The neighbourhood has a much higher proportion of residents from non-English speaking countries 
compared to Hobsons Bay (Altona North-Brooklyn 35%; Hobsons Bay 23 per cent). 
 
Table 4: Overseas born residents 

Altona North-Brooklyn 2011 2006 
Change 
2006-11 

 
Number % 

Hobsons 
Bay % 

Number % 
Hobsons 

Bay % 

Total Overseas born 5,262 40.0 30.8 5,083 40.5 29.0 179 

Non-English speaking 
backgrounds 

4,659 35.4 23.1 4,473 35.6 21.4 186 

Main English speaking countries 602 4.6 7.7 610 4.9 7.6 -8 

Australia 6,777 51.5 63.5 6,279 50.0 63.7 498 

Not Stated 1,113 8.5 5.6 1,186 9.5 7.2 -73 

Total Population 13,152 100.0 100.0 12,548 100.0 100.0 604 

Source: ABS 2011 Census (Usual residence data) http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home 
 
The profile of overseas born residents is reasonably different when comparing Altona North and 
Brooklyn. While Italy is among the top 3 countries in both areas, Lebanon and Greece are ranked 
second and third in Altona North. In Brooklyn, Vietnam is the most common birthplace and New 
Zealand is ranked third. 
 
Relative to other nationalities, the largest change in both Altona North and Brooklyn between 2006 
and 2011 was an increase in Indian born residents. Their number increased from 41 to 257 
residents.  
 
Table 5: Main countries of birthplace 

Birthplace 2011 

Altona North Number % Brooklyn Number % 

Italy 638 5.5 Vietnam 80 4.9 

Lebanon 467 4.1 Italy 74 4.5 

Greece 459 4.0 New Zealand 47 2.9 

Vietnam 414 3.6 China 43 2.6 

Malta 268 2.3 Philippines 38 2.3 

United Kingdom 264 2.3 United Kingdom 37 2.3 

India 222 1.9 India 35 2.1 

New Zealand 206 1.8 
Serbia / Montenegro (fmr 
Yugoslavia) 

24 1.5 

Former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia 

169 1.5 Greece 22 1.3 

Serbia / Montenegro (fmr 
Yugoslavia) 

165 1.4 Poland 20 1.2 

http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home
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Source: ABS 2011 Census (Usual residence data) http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home 
While the neighbourhood has a higher proportion of overseas born residents compared to the 
whole of Hobsons Bay, a large proportion of them arrived in Australia before 1970.  
 
Since the 1980s, the proportion of new arrivals has dropped below the municipal rate and in the five 
years to 2011 that gap widened. Just over 15 per cent of the neighbourhoods residents arrived in 
Australia during that period compared to the Hobsons Bay figure of almost 21 per cent. 
That said, the figure of 15 per cent of newly arrived residents living in Altona North and Brooklyn is 
the highest it has been since the late 1960s. 
 
Table 6: Year of arrival in Australia 

Altona North-Brooklyn Number % 
Hobsons 

Bay % 

2006 to 9 Aug 2011 796 15.1 20.8 

2001 to 2005 350 6.6 9.1 

1991 to 2000 (10 year period) 465 8.8 10.9 

1981 to 1990 (10 year period) 669 12.7 13.2 

1971 to 1980 (10 year period) 544 10.3 10.6 

1961 to 1970 (10 year period) 1,117 21.2 17.0 

Arrived in 1960 or earlier 986 18.7 13.9 

Not stated 340 6.5 4.4 

Total  5,267 100.0 100.0 

Source: ABS 2011 Census (Usual residence data) http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home 
 
Just over 50 per cent of Altona North and Brooklyn residents speak languages other than English at 
home, significantly higher than the 30 per cent of Hobsons Bay residents.  
However, the table below shows that between 2006 and 2011 the number who spoke English only 
increased more (+459) than those speaking other languages (+128).  
 
Table 7: Language summary  

 

2011 2006 
Change  
2006-11 Altona North-Brooklyn Number % 

Hobsons 
Bay  % 

Number % 
Hobsons 

Bay  % 

Speaks English only 5,569 42.4 65.7 5,110 40.7 66.6 +459 

Non-English total 6,607 50.2 29.4 6,479 51.7 28.1 +128 

Not stated 973 7.4 4.8 950 7.6 5.4 +23 

Total Population 13,149 100.0 100.0 12,540 100.0 100.0 +609 

Source: ABS 2011 Census (Usual residence data) http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home 
 
Other than English, Arabic is by far the most common language spoken at home in Altona North. 
And is substantially higher than those who speak Italian and Greek which are the next two most 
commonly spoken languages.  
In Brooklyn, the number of residents who speak Italian and Vietnamese is double that of those who 
speak any other language. 
 

http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home
http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home
http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home
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Table 8: Language spoken at home (other than English)  
Altona North Number % Brooklyn Number % 

Arabic 1,551 13.5 Italian 108 6.6 

Italian 876 7.6 Vietnamese 104 6.3 

Greek 736 6.4 Cantonese 58 3.5 

Vietnamese 494 4.3 Greek 46 2.8 

Maltese 283 2.5 Arabic 37 2.3 

Cantonese 229 2.0 Polish 37 2.3 

Macedonian 227 2.0 Mandarin 36 2.2 

Croatian 174 1.5 Filipino/Tagalog 28 1.7 

Serbian 130 1.1 Maltese 28 1.7 

Polish 101 0.9       

Source: ABS 2011 Census (Usual residence data) http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home 
 
People with disabilities 
The number of people who have a disability is based on the findings of the national Survey of 
Disability, Ageing and Carers, conducted by the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) in partnership 
with the Disability Policy and Research working group. Based on the survey findings, disability 
estimates are produced for each local government area (LGA).  
 
Based on the result of the 2009 ABS survey, it is estimated that 17.1 per cent of the Hobsons Bay 
population (who live in a private dwelling) has a disability. Applying this figure to the neighbourhood 
suggests approximately 2,250 residents may have a disability. 
 
In addition to the 2009 survey, the past two Censuses have included a question as to whether help 
or supervision was required with one or more of the core activities involving self-care, 
communication and mobility. It is important to note that these results do not reflect the true extent 
of disability in the community, as people with disabilities do not always require assistance or 
disclose their disability.  
 
At the 2011 Census, 1106 residents of Altona North and Brooklyn (8.4 per cent) indicated they need 
help with a core activity, well above the rate for Hobsons Bay (5.2 per cent). The table below shows 
that in general, the need for assistance increases with age. However, the neighbourhood also has a 
large number of residents (192) aged between 18 and 24 who require support. 
 
Table 9: Need for assistance with a core activity  

Altona North-Brooklyn Number 

0-4 years 9 

5-11 years 10 

12-17 years 30 

18-24 years 192 

25-34 years 53 

35-49 years 75 

50-59 years 108 

60-69 years 197 

70-84 years 189 

85+ years 243 

Total persons needing assistance 1,106 

Source: ABS 2011 Census (Usual residence data) http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home 

http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home
http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home
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Between 2006 and 2011, the number of people indicating they needed assistance increased by 634 
which represents a 36 per cent increase, far higher than the five per cent increase in the total 
population over the same period.  
 
The graph below highlights that almost all of that growth was among those aged over 60, but 
particularly among those aged 85 years and over. 
 
Graph 3: Change in the need for assistance with a core activity 

 
Source: ABS 2011 Census (Usual residence data) http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home 
 
Participation in education 
Approximately 18 per cent of the Altona North and Brooklyn population is enrolled in some form of 
education which is slightly lower than the participation rate for Hobsons Bay (22 per cent), but is 
probably due to the neighbourhood’s older age profile. 
 
Enrolments in pre school and secondary school remained relatively stable between 2006 and 2011; 
although primary school enrolments dropped by just over one per cent and were the only 
enrolments to decrease in actual numbers over that period (down by 113 children). 
 
In terms of post secondary education, university enrolments increased only slightly in the five years 
to 2011 as did TAFE enrolments. However, the largest increase in actual numbers was among 
residents not enrolled in education. 
 
Participation rates in all forms of education are lower in Altona North and Brooklyn compared to 
Hobson Bay. A contributing factor to this difference is the neighbourhood’s higher non response rate 
to this question. Therefore, this data should be treated with caution. 
 

http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home
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Table 10: Participation in education 

 
2011 2006 

Change 
2006-11 Altona North-Brooklyn Number % 

Hobsons 
Bay  % 

Number % 
Hobsons 

Bay  % 

Pre-school 170 1.3 1.6 149 1.2 1.6 21 

Primary school 791 6.0 7.0 904 7.2 7.8 -113 

Secondary school 676 5.1 5.9 665 5.3 6.2 11 

TAFE 208 1.6 1.9 176 1.4 1.7 32 

University 359 2.7 4.2 264 2.1 3.2 95 

Other 132 1.0 1.1 97 0.8 0.9 35 

Not attending 9,387 71.4 71.1 9,010 71.9 70.2 377 

Not stated 1,420 10.8 7.1 1,267 10.1 8.3 153 

Total 13,144 100.0 100.0 12,532 100.0 100.0 612 

Source: ABS 2011 Census (Usual residence data) http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home 
 
Compared to the Hobsons Bay population, a lower proportion of Altona North and Brooklyn 
residents have completed year 12 but the rate has increased over recent years. Between 2006 and 
2011, the percentage of residents completing secondary school rose by just over seven per cent (966 
residents), similar to the Hobsons Bay increase.  
 
The rate of early school leaving among the neighbourhood’s residents decreased across all levels 
through to year 11. This trend was also reflected across the municipality.  
 
NB: Almost 14 per cent of residents provided no response to this question in 2011 so the data 
should be treated with caution and this rate has remained high since the 2006 Census. 
 
Table 11: Highest level of schooling (persons aged 15 years and over) 

 
2011 2006 

Change 
2006-11 Altona North-Brooklyn Number % 

Hobsons 
Bay % 

Number % 
Hobsons 

Bay % 

Year 8 or below 1,648 15.1 8.3 1,917 18.6 10.2 -269 

Year 9 or equivalent 702 6.4 6.2 843 8.2 7.1 -141 

Year 10 or equivalent 1,348 12.4 13.5 1,331 12.9 15.1 17 

Year 11 or equivalent 1,000 9.2 11.7 1,026 10.0 13.1 -26 

Year 12 or equivalent 4,321 39.7 50.1 3,355 32.6 42.6 966 

Did not go to school 385 3.5 1.5 457 4.4 1.8 -72 

Not stated 1,488 13.7 8.6 1,374 13.3 10.2 114 

Total persons aged 15+ 10,892 100.0 100.0 10,303 100.0 100.0 589 

Source: ABS 2011 Census (Usual residence data) http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home 
 
Along with a rise in the school completion rate, the percentage of Altona North and Brooklyn 
residents with a qualification has also risen, although the figure is still well below the Hobsons Bay 
rate (Altona North- Brooklyn 30.5%; Hobsons Bay 44.4%). Between 2006 and 2011, the proportion of 
residents with qualifications increased by six per cent, slightly less than the municipal increase of 
seven per cent.  
 

http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home
http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home
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The major share of that increase was among residents with a bachelor or higher degree, up from 7.9 
per cent to 11.9 per cent. There was also a small increase in the proportion with diploma and 
vocational qualifications, although these rates are well below the municipal figures. 
 
NB: The non-response rate to this question was high, so caution should be applied to the data. 
 
Table 12: Qualifications 

Altona North-Brooklyn Number % 
Hobsons 

Bay % 
Number % 

Hobsons 
Bay % 

Change 
2006-11 

Bachelor or Higher degree 1,295 11.9 21.1 817 7.9 16.1 1,274 

Advanced Diploma or Diploma 573 5.3 8.1 429 4.2 6.6 565 

Vocational 1,447 13.3 15.2 1,293 12.5 15.0 1,432 

No qualification 5,813 53.5 44.8 6,157 59.8 49.3 5,768 

Not stated 1,740 16.0 10.8 1,619 15.7 13.0 1,729 

Total persons aged 15+ 10,869 100.0 100.0 10,315 100.1 100.0 10,769 

Source: ABS 2011 Census (Usual residence data) http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home 
 
Internet access 
Access to the internet, particularly broadband, is important in all aspects of life and that importance 
will only increase over time. Lack of access to the internet is considered to be a factor in 
compounding disadvantage, particularly in relation to education, employment, and social 
connections.  
 
Fifty nine per cent of Altona North and Brooklyn households have an internet connection, still 
substantially lower than the 72 per cent of Hobsons Bay households. Since 2006, the connection rate 
increased by 18 per cent and while still below the municipal rate, the gap closed slightly. The vast 
majority of the increase was in broadband connections. 
 
While internet access has increased, just over thirty per cent of households in Altona North and 
Brooklyn still have no internet connection which is significantly above the Hobsons Bay figure 
(21.3%). This may be partly attributable to the older age profile of the neighbourhood. 
 
NB: Altona North had a relatively high non response rate to this Census question which may have 
impacted on this data. 
 
Table 13: Internet connection 

Altona North-Brooklyn Number % 
Hobsons 

Bay % 
Number % 

Hobsons 
Bay % 

Change 
2006-11 

Total internet connection 2,946 58.7 71.8 1,929 40.5 55.7 1,017 

Broadband connection 2,632 52.5 65.0 1,250 26.3 37.9 1,382 

Dial-up connection 115 2.3 2.8 653 13.7 17.2 -538 

Other connection * 199 4.0 3.9 27 0.6 0.6 172 

No internet connection 1,599 31.9 21.3 2,380 50.0 36.9 -781 

Not stated 473 9.4 6.9 451 9.5 7.3 22 

Total households 5,018 100.0 100.0 4,761 100.0 100.0 257 

* 'Other' includes Internet access through mobile phones, set-top boxes, games machines 
Source: ABS 2011 Census (Enumerated data) http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home 

http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home
http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home
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B. Labour Force Characteristics  
 
Labour force participation  
Labour force participation refers to the population (aged 15 years and over) who are employed and 
also those who are unemployed and are actively looking for work. Not in the labour force refers to 
those who are not looking for work such as retirees, carers, non-working parents or those with a 
disability who are unable to work. 
 
Altona North and Brooklyn has a total labour force of 46.8 per cent, approximately fourteen per cent 
below the Hobsons Bay rate and again likely to be affected by the higher proportion of older 
residents who live here. Non participation in the neighbourhood fell by five per cent between 2006 
and 2011, although the rate in 2011 was still almost 10 per cent above that for Hobsons Bay.  
 
It should be noted that there are distinct differences between the labour force data for Altona North 
and Brooklyn with participation significantly higher in Brooklyn (Altona North 45.3%; Brooklyn 
56.7%). The older age demographic in Altona North is the likely explanation for this difference. 
 
NB: The increase in ‘not stated’ answers between 2006 and 2011 indicates this data should be used 
with caution.  
 
Table 14: Labour force participation 

 

2011 2006 
Change 

2006-11 Altona North-Brooklyn Number % 
Hobsons 

Bay % 
Number % 

Hobsons 
Bay % 

Total labour force  
(Participation rate) 

5,096 46.8 60.9 4,606 44.7 60.9 490 

Not in the labour force 4,597 42.2 33.2 4,904 47.6 33.2 -307 

Labour force status not stated 1,199 11.0 5.9 798 7.7 5.9 401 

Total persons aged 15+ 10,892 100.0 100.0 10,307 100.0 100.0 585 

Source: ABS 2011 Census (Usual residence data) http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home 
 
Just over 5,000 Altona North and Brooklyn residents are in the labour force; 93 per cent are 
employed which is slightly below the municipal rate of 94.4 per cent. There was a small increase in 
proportion of people who were employed between 2006 and 2011 while the Hobsons Bay figure 
was stable. 
 
Sixty one per cent of the neighbourhood’s workers have a full time job and this figure decreased 
only slightly between 2006 and 2011, as was the case for Hobsons Bay as a whole. At the same time, 
there was a two per cent increase in part-time work, also reflecting the Hobsons Bay trend. Of the 
534 residents who found employment between 2006 and 2011, slightly more of this was in part-
time work. 
 
As a result of the increase in employment rate, the unemployment rate (7%) for the neighbourhood 
decreased by almost two per cent in the five years to 2011. While this was greater than the fall in 
the municipal rate, unemployment is still 1.4 per cent higher in Altona North and Brooklyn. Of those 
looking for work, the majority want a full-time job. 
 

http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home
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Table 15: Employment status 

 
2011 2006 

Change 
2006-11 Altona North-Brooklyn Number % 

Hobsons 
Bay % 

Number % 
Hobsons 

Bay % 

Employed 4,740 93.0 94.4 4,206 91.3 94.1 534 

Employed full-time 3,107 61.0 61.3 2,838 61.6 62.8 269 

Employed part-time 1,485 29.1 31.0 1,188 25.8 28.6 297 

Hours worked not stated 150 2.9 2.1 179 3.9 2.8 -29 

Unemployed (Unemployment rate) 355 7.0 5.6 401 8.7 5.9 -46 

Looking for full-time work 273 5.4 3.6 282 6.1 3.9 -9 

Looking for part-time work 82 1.6 2.0 119 2.6 1.9 -37 

Total Labour Force 5,095 100.0 100.0 4,607 100.0 100.0 488 

Source: ABS 2011 Census (Usual residence data) http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home 
 
Employment by industry  
The key industries that employ Altona North and Brooklyn residents (both in and outside the 
municipality) are:  

 Manufacturing (12.9%)  

 Retail Trade (10.9%) 

 Transport, Postal and Warehousing (8.7%) 

 Health Care and Social Assistance (8.1%) 
 
While manufacturing is the largest employer of residents of the neighbourhood, the percentage 
employed in is declining, with a similar decline in Hobsons Bay (Altona North and Brooklyn, -4%; 
Hobsons Bay -3 per cent).  
 
The main industries where employment increased between 2006 and 2011 include Construction; 
Professional, Scientific and Technical Services; Health Care and Social Assistance; and Education and 
Training. 
 
Table 16: Industry sector of employment 

 
2011 2006 

Change 
2006-11 Altona North-Brooklyn Number % 

Hobsons 
Bay % 

Number % 
Hobsons 

Bay % 

Agriculture, Forestry and Fishing 0 0.0 0.2 6 0.1 0.2 -6 

Mining 4 0.1 0.2 0 0.0 0.2 4 

Manufacturing 624 12.9 11.3 712 16.9 14.0 -88 

Electricity, Gas, Water and Waste 
Services 

55 1.1 0.9 28 0.7 0.7 27 

Construction 407 8.4 7.7 315 7.5 6.7 92 

Retail Trade 526 10.9 9.1 533 12.6 9.9 -7 

Wholesale trade 261 5.4 4.6 245 5.8 5.1 16 

Accommodation and Food Services 300 6.2 5.8 227 5.4 5.4 73 

Transport, Postal and Warehousing 421 8.7 7.5 391 9.3 7.8 30 

Information Media and 
Telecommunications 

87 1.8 2.4 43 1.0 2.6 44 

Financial and Insurance Services 222 4.6 4.9 183 4.3 4.6 39 

http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home
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Rental, Hiring and Real Estate Services 56 1.2 1.5 51 1.2 1.5 5 

Professional, Scientific and Technical 
Services 

277 5.7 8.2 191 4.5 7.4 86 

Administrative and Support Services 191 4.0 3.6 170 4.0 3.9 21 

Public Administration and Safety 234 4.8 6.4 211 5.0 6.4 23 

Education and Training 283 5.9 7.8 200 4.7 7.0 83 

Health Care and Social Assistance 392 8.1 9.4 306 7.3 8.7 86 

Arts and Recreation Services 104 2.2 2.1 88 2.1 1.9 16 

Other Services 195 4.0 3.4 167 4.0 3.3 28 

Inadequately described or not stated 186 3.9 2.7 154 3.6 2.9 32 

Total employed persons aged 15+ 4,826 100.0 100.0 4,220 100.0 100.0 606 

Source: ABS 2011 Census (Usual residence data) http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home 
 
The largest number of the neighbourhood’s workers are in professional occupations, followed by 
technical and trades and clerical, administrative roles. Among the main changes since 2006 was an 
increase in the number of people working as managers, professionals and also in community and 
personal services.  
 
Compared to Hobsons Bay, the neighbourhood has a higher rate of people working as labourers and 
machinery operators and drivers. 
 
Table 17: Occupation 

 
2011 2006 

Change 
2006-11 Altona North-Brooklyn Number % 

Hobsons 
Bay  % 

Number % 
Hobsons 
Bay  % 

Managers 477 9.9 12.4 325 7.7 11.8 152 

Professionals 874 18.1 22.8 578 13.7 20.2 296 

Technicians and Trades Workers 722 14.9 13.5 672 15.9 14.1 50 

Community and Personal Service Workers 409 8.5 8.5 281 6.7 7.9 128 

Clerical and Administrative Workers 681 14.1 15.8 692 16.4 16.8 -11 

Sales Workers 448 9.3 8.4 411 9.8 9.1 37 

Machinery Operators And Drivers 490 10.1 7.4 536 12.7 8.4 -46 

Labourers 586 12.1 8.8 605 14.4 9.5 -19 

Inadequately described 144 3.0 2.4 116 2.8 2.1 28 

Total employed persons aged 15+ 4,830 100.0 100.0 4,215 100.0 100.0 615 

Source: ABS 2011 Census (Usual residence data) http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home 
 
Unpaid work and volunteering 
Just over nine per cent (1,020) of the neighbourhood’s residents aged 15 years and over are 
volunteers, a slight rise on the 2006 Census figure. Compared to Hobsons Bay, the rate of 
volunteering is approximately five per cent lower.  
 
There was an increase in the number of non-volunteers between 2006 and 2011, although as a 
proportion of the population the rate of non-volunteering decreased.  
 
There was also an increase in those who did not answer this question. As a result of the high non-
response rate, the data should be treated with caution. 

http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home
http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home


 

Altona North and Brooklyn Neighbourhood Profile  28 
 

Table 18: Volunteering (aged 15 years and over) 

 
2011 2006 

Change 
2006-11 Altona North-Brooklyn Number % 

Hobsons 
Bay  % 

Number % 
Hobsons 
Bay  % 

Volunteer 1,020 9.4 14.3 870 8.4 14.1 150 

Not a volunteer 8,447 77.6 77.2 8,163 79.2 76.4 284 

Volunteer work not stated 1,423 13.1 8.5 1,273 12.4 9.5 150 

Total persons aged 15+ 10,890 100.0 100.0 10,307 100.0 100.0 583 

Source: ABS 2011 Census (Usual residence data) http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home 
 

Approximately 22 per cent of the neighbourhood’s residents, aged 15 years and over, provide 
unpaid childcare (26% of unpaid carers are female compared to 18% of males). Of those providing 
care, almost 70 per cent look after their own children, 28 per cent care for other children and a small 
group do both. Just under two thirds of residents don’t provide care and that figure fell a little 
between 2006 and 2011. 
 

Compared to Hobsons Bay, the neighbourhood has 4 per cent less residents providing unpaid 
childcare. 
 

Table 19: Unpaid child care (aged 15 years and over) 

 
2011 2006 

Change 
2006-11 Altona North-Brooklyn Number % 

Hobsons 
Bay  % 

Number % 
Hobsons 
Bay  % 

Provided unpaid child care (all) 2,428 22.3 26.7 2,305 22.4 27.1 123 

Cared for own child/ren 1,697 15.6 19.7 1,468 14.2 19.5 229 

Cared for other child/ren 668 6.1 6.2 766 7.4 6.6 -98 

Cared for own child/ren and 
other child/ren 

63 0.6 0.8 71 0.7 0.9 -8 

No unpaid child care provided 7,136 65.5 65.4 6,880 66.7 64.2 256 

Not stated 1,329 12.2 7.9 1,124 10.9 8.7 205 

Total persons aged 15+ 10,894 100.0 100.0 10,309 100.0 100.0 585 

Source: ABS 2011 Census (Usual residence data) http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home 
 
Just over 11 per cent the neighbourhood’s residents provide unpaid assistance to a person with a 
disability or long term illness or to older adults. This represents a small increase since 2006 and is 
probably due to the increased number of older residents who have a disability and require 
assistance that was mentioned earlier in this report.  NB: As a result of the high proportion of 
residents who did not respond to this question, the data should be treated with some caution. 
 
Table 20: Assistance to a person with a disability, long term illness or old age 

 
2011 2006 

Change 
2006-11 Altona North-Brooklyn Number % 

Hobsons 
Bay % 

Number % 
Hobsons 

Bay % 

Provided unpaid assistance 1,238 11.4 11.5 1,038 10.1 10.2 200 

No unpaid assistance provided 8,185 75.2 79.7 7,994 77.6 79.9 191 

Not stated 1,458 13.4 8.9 1,274 12.4 9.9 184 

Total persons aged 15+ 10,882 100.0 100.0 10,306 100.0 100.0 576 

Source: ABS 2011 Census (Usual residence data) http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home 

http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home
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C. Financial Wellbeing 

 
Individual incomes 
According to monthly data released by the Australian Bureau of Statistics at August 2011 (the point 
at which the 2011 Census was collected), the average gross weekly income in Victoria was $976.10. 
(ABS, Cat 6302.0, Table 12b). Census data in the table below shows that close to 6,625 Altona North 
and Brooklyn residents (70%) have a gross weekly income below $1000 which is higher than the 
municipal figure (65%).  
 
Looking at residents living on very low incomes shows there are just over 4,132 (44%) with incomes 
below $400 per week which is also well below the municipal figure (37%)  
(N.B. The poverty line for a single working person in September 2011 was $459.83).  
(Source:http://www.melbourneinstitute.com/downloads/publications/Poverty%20Lines/Poverty_lin
es_Austr alia_Sep2011.pdf ) 
 
At the upper end of the income scale, there are approximately 627 residents (7%) who have weekly 
incomes of $1,500 or more. This figure is well below the Hobsons Bay figure of 13 per cent. 
 
Table 21: Individual weekly income (gross) 

Altona North-Brooklyn Number % 
Hobsons 
Bay  % 

Negative Income/ Nil income 930 8.6 8.6 

$1-$199  876 8.1 7.4 

$200-$299  1,636 15.0 10.9 

$300-$399  1,257 11.6 9.8 

$400-$599  1,122 10.3 10.2 

$600-$799  1,032 9.5 9.6 

$800-$999  741 6.8 8.2 

$1000-$1249  699 6.4 8.0 

$1250-$1499  444 4.1 5.9 

$1500-$1999  444 4.1 6.8 

$2000 or more  295 2.7 6.7 

Not stated 1,398 12.9 8.0 

Total persons aged 15+ 10,875 100.0 100.0 

Source: ABS 2011 Census (Usual residence data) http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home 
 
Due to the influences of economic change such as wage fluctuations and inflation, it is difficult to 
compare incomes over time. By using income quartiles (population incomes ranges are ranked from 
lowest to highest and divided into four equal groups), we are able to compare incomes across 
different timeframes. These quartiles are calculated by using Melbourne Statistical Division (metro 
Melbourne) individual income data.  
 
Using this method to analyse changes in incomes in Altona North and Brooklyn, the graph below 
shows incomes are rising. There were small decreases in the number of people in the two lowest 
quartiles between 2006 and 2011 while residents with incomes in the highest quartiles increased, 
most noticeably those in the highest quartile.  
 

http://www.melbourneinstitute.com/downloads/publications/Poverty%20Lines/Poverty_lines_Austr%20alia_Sep2011.pdf
http://www.melbourneinstitute.com/downloads/publications/Poverty%20Lines/Poverty_lines_Austr%20alia_Sep2011.pdf
http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home
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That said, Altona North and Brooklyn has a far lower proportion of residents in the top income 
quartile when compared to Hobsons Bay (almost 10% less).  
 
Graph 4: Individual income quartile groups (persons aged 15 and over) 

 
Source: ABS 2011 Census (Usual residence data) http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home 
 
Household incomes  
At the 2011 Census, the median (midpoint) weekly household income in Australia was $1,234. The 
Hobsons Bay median was $1,286. Data on the household income for Altona North shows the median 
was $910 and in Brooklyn it was $1,029 (ABS 2011 Census QuickStats – Altona North and Brooklyn 
suburbs). 
 
Comparing the distribution pattern of gross weekly incomes of households in the neighbourhood 
with those of Hobsons Bay shows that, overall, the Altona North and Brooklyn has a higher 
proportion with lower incomes. As seen in the table below, the proportion of residents in most 
incomes ranges below $1,250 is higher, after which this trend reverses to lower rates on higher 
incomes.  
 
(NB: It should be noted that there was a high non response rate of 11.3 per cent to this Census 
question so the data should be treated with some caution.) 
 
Table 22: Household weekly income (gross) 

Altona North-Brooklyn Number % 
Hobsons 
Bay  % 

difference compared 
to Hobsons Bay 

Negative Income/Nil Income 72 1.5 1.3 0.2 

$1-$199 140 2.9 1.7 1.2 

$200-$299 163 3.4 2.8 0.6 

$300-$399 439 9.2 6.3 3.0 

$400-$599 579 12.2 8.5 3.7 

$600-$799 423 8.9 8.1 0.8 

$800-$999 376 7.9 7.3 0.6 

http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home
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$1000-$1249 420 8.8 7.7 1.1 

$1250-$1499 317 6.7 7.1 -0.4 

$1500-$1999 456 9.6 11.1 -1.5 

$2000-$2499 314 6.6 8.3 -1.7 

$2500-$2999 239 5.0 8.0 -3.0 

$3000-$3499 155 3.3 5.2 -1.9 

$3500-$3999 54 1.1 2.4 -1.2 

$4000-$4999 44 0.9 1.9 -1.0 

$5000 or more 23 0.5 1.7 -1.2 

Not stated 537 11.3 10.5 0.8 

Total households 4,752 100.0 100.0 0.0 

Source: ABS 2011 Census (Enumerated data) http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home 
 
As with individual incomes, household incomes are also not comparable over a period of time. As a 
result, the income quartile method used for individual incomes is applied here to compare changes 
in distribution of household incomes over time and against the municipal figures. 
 
The graph below highlights that the largest share of Altona North and Brooklyn households are in 
the lowest income quartile; just over one third of households have incomes in the bottom 25 per 
cent.  
 
The most noticeable difference when comparing the Altona North and Brooklyn with Hobsons Bay 
households is in the lowest and highest quartile groups. Proportionately the neighbourhood has a 
far higher level of households who are on low incomes and a lower level of those on high incomes.  
 
Graph 5: Household income quartile groups 

 
Source: ABS 2011 Census (Enumerated data) http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home 
 
While the data above indicated Altona North and Brooklyn households generally have lower 
incomes when compared to Hobsons Bay, within the neighbourhood there has been a slight increase 
in households with higher incomes. Between 2006 and 2011, there was a decrease in the number of 

http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home
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residents in the bottom income quartile and the largest increase was in households in the top 
quartile.  So, overall there has been a small improvement in the financial wellbeing. 
Graph 6: Change in income quartiles 

 
Source: ABS 2011 Census (Enumerated data) http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home 
 

Centrelink payments and allowances  
Centrelink data is available by postcode. The following data is for postcode 3025 which covers 
Altona North.  Brooklyn data can not be included as it falls within postcode 3012 and includes a 
number of suburbs in the municipality of Maribyrnong.  
 
Altona North residents receiving aged pensions make up the largest portion of Centrelink recipients. 
A break down of the types of Centrelink payments and allowances at the June 2015 Quarter were as 
follows:  

 Aged pension:  2,024  

 Disability support payment: 438  

 Newstart allowance: 483 

 Single parenting payment: 112 

 Youth Allowance (student/apprentice): 175  

 Youth allowance (other): 59 

 Carer allowance: 20, Carer payment: 227 

In addition, 1,119 residents were in receipt of a health care card and 355 held a low income 
card.  
(Centrelink June quarter 2015 http://data.gov.au/dataset/dss-payment-demographic-data)  

 
SEIFA index of disadvantage  
Socio-Economic Indexes for Areas (SEIFA) disadvantage index is produced by the Australian Bureau 
of Statistics and is drawn from a range of Census data. The disadvantage index takes into 
consideration factors such as low income, high unemployment, and jobs in relatively unskilled 
occupations, low educational attainment. These are weighted to provide a single score.  
 
The Australian average score is set at 1,002. Scores below that figure represent increased 
disadvantage and conversely those above indicate less disadvantage.  
 

http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home
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With SEIFA disadvantage scores of 910 and 947, Altona North and Brooklyn are well below the 
Australian benchmark figure of 1,002 and also the Hobsons Bay figure of 1001.7. They are ranked 2nd 
and 3rd in terms of the most disadvantaged neighbourhoods in the municipality.  
Table 23: SEIFA index of disadvantage ranking (2011)  

  Disadvantage Score 

Laverton  891  

Altona North  910  

Brooklyn  947  

Altona Meadows  981  

Hobsons Bay City  1,002  

Altona - Seaholme  1,019  

Spotswood - South Kingsville  1,024  

Seabrook  1,031  

Williamstown North - The Rifle Range  1,058  

Williamstown  1,062  

Newport East  1,087  

Source: ABS 2011 Census (Usual residence data) http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home 
 
Gambling losses 
Within the municipality, residents have access to ten venues, with a total of 577 Electronic Gaming 
Machines (EGMs/pokies) currently operating; this is almost at the cap of 579 which is the maximum 
number of machines that can operate in the city. Ranked against other local government areas in 
Victoria, Hobsons Bay is 16th in terms of the number of gaming machines per adult and 19th in terms 
of losses per adult.  
 
The financial impact of gambling on EGMs by Hobsons Bay residents in 2014-15 was substantial. A 
total of $46million or $651 per adult was lost in the municipality, although it should be noted that 
losses have trended down over the last couple of years. 
 
Of the 10 venues, there is one in the Altona North – Brooklyn neighbourhood which is the Millers 
Inn hotel.  Millers Inn has 70 EGMs and in 2014-15 a total of $12,276,880 was lost on poker 
machines. This was the largest of any of the venues in Hobsons Bay and more than $6 million higher 
than losses at Seagulls Nest in Newport which was second on the list. (Source: Victorian Commission 
for Gambling and Liquor Regulation)  
 
In the 2014 Annual Community Survey that was commissioned by Council, residents were asked “Do 
you believe the number of pokies in the local area is too few, about right or too many?” One 
hundred and fifty seven residents of Altona North and Brooklyn participated. Thirty one per cent 
indicated there were too many poker machines in Hobsons Bay and 26 per cent thought the number 
was about right; three per cent felt there were too few and 40 per cent didn’t have a view on the 
issue.  
 
The survey also asked “What impact do you believe poker machines have on the Hobsons Bay 
community?” The findings show that 58 per cent of Altona North and Brooklyn residents felt they 
were either very harmful or harmful. Twenty per cent didn’t have a strong view, 19 per cent had no 
comment and 0.6 per cent thought they had a positive impact.  
 

 

http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home
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D. Housing  

 
Dwelling types  
There are 5,417 private dwellings in Altona North and Brooklyn and just over three quarters are 
separate houses; the remainder is made up of medium density housing (10%). 
 
When compared to Hobsons Bay, the neighbourhood has a higher proportion of separate housing 
(+4%) and slightly less medium density stock (-2.7%). However since 2006, the main change has 
been an increase in medium density dwellings and a decrease in the proportion of separate houses. 
 
Table 24: Private dwelling types 

 

2011 2006 
Change 
2006-11 

 
Number % 

Hobsons 
Bay % 

Number % 
Hobsons 

Bay % 

Separate house 4,232 78.1 75.2 4,226 82.7 75.8 6 

Medium density* 1,083 20.0 22.7 836 16.4 22.4 247 

High density** 58 1.1 1.4 0 0.0 1.1 58 

Caravans, cabin, houseboat 33 0.6 0.4 25 0.5 0.3 8 

Other 11 0.2 0.3 23 0.5 0.5 -12 

Not stated 0 0.0 0.0 0 0.0 0.0 0 

Total Private Dwellings 5,417 100.0 100.0 5,110 100.0 100.0 307 

* 'Medium density' includes all semi-detached, row, terrace, townhouses and villa units, plus flats and apartments in 

blocks of 1 or 2 storeys, and flats attached to houses. 
** 'High density' includes flats and apartments in 3 storey and larger blocks 

Source: ABS 2011 Census (Enumerated data) http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home 

 
Public housing stock  
There 229 dwellings in neighbourhood (representing 3.8% of its total housing stock) that are owned 
by the State Government and the majority of these provide one and three bedroom 
accommodation. This compares to Hobsons Bay as a whole where public housing makes up 2.8 per 
cent of housing.  
 
Table 25: Public housing 

 Moveable 
Units 

1 BR / 
Bedsit 

2 Bedroom 3 Bedroom 4 
Bedroom 

5 Bedroom Total 

Altona North  2 97 29 88 3  219 

Brooklyn  1 1 5 3 0 0 10 

Source: Dept of Housing (2014) requested data 
 

The vast majority of the public housing stock in the neighbourhood is medium density housing (87 
per cent), with the remainder consisting of separate houses. 
 

Residential aged care  
There are three residential aged care facilities in Altona North which included Opal, Florence and 
Marina Aged Care centres. 
 

http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home
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Housing tenure  
Just over forty per cent per cent of households Altona North and Brooklyn own their own home, 23 
per cent have a mortgage and a further 27 per cent are renting. Among the changes in tenure since 
the 2006 Census have been a decrease in the proportion of households who own their home 
outright and an increase in those with a mortgage. The proportion that is renting privately also 
increased.  
 
Interestingly, the main differences in tenure patterns, compared to those of Hobsons Bay, are a far 
higher proportion of home owners and a lower proportion with a mortgage.  
 
Table 26: Housing tenure 

Altona North-Brooklyn Number % 
Hobsons 

Bay % 
Number % 

Hobsons 
Bay % 

2006-
2011 

Fully owned 2,069 41.3 35.0 2,213 46.5 36.1 -144 

Mortgage 1,130 22.6 31.4 926 19.4 31.4 204 

Renting 1,346 26.9 27.0 1,169 24.6 24.9 177 

Renting - Social housing 213 4.3 3.0 197 4.1 3.2 16 

Renting - Private 1,098 21.9 23.5 942 19.8 21.2 156 

Renting - Not stated 35 0.7 0.5 30 0.6 0.6 5 

Other tenure type 20 0.4 0.4 32 0.7 0.4 -12 

Not stated 441 8.8 6.2 422 8.9 7.1 19 

Total households 5,007 100.0 100.0 4,761 100.0 100.0 246 

Source: ABS 2011 Census (Enumerated data) http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home 
 

House Sales 
The data in the graph below tracks the median property prices in Altona North and Brooklyn in 2015. 
(The median price is the midpoint of each month’s sales.) Data for Brooklyn includes an area within 
the City of Brimbank, however this is industrial land so does not impact on property price data. 
 
In 2015, median house prices in Altona North rose from $560,000 in January to $630,000 in 
December. Unit prices went from $490,000 to $560,000.  
 
Graph 7: Altona North house and unit prices 2015 

 
Source: https://www.realestate.com.au/neighbourhoods/altona%20north-3025-vic  (Web page viewed on 12 
January 2015) 

http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home
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The median house price in Brooklyn in 2015 was lower than for Altona North. It increased from 
$508,000 in January to $570,000 in December. Unit prices were also less and were relatively stable 
throughout 2015; in January the median was $423,000 and rose slightly to $435,000 in December. 
 

Graph 8: Brooklyn house and unit prices 2015 

 
Source: https://www.realestate.com.au/neighbourhoods/brooklyn-3012-vic  
(Web page viewed on 12 January 2015) 

 
Comparing the median rent of houses and units, data from realestate.com.au shows that in Altona 
North house rents are between $300 and $430 per week, depending on the number of bedrooms; 
unit rents are between $260 and $450. 
 
In Brooklyn, rents are comparable to those of Altona North. The median house rental is 
approximately $350 per week, while units are between $330 and $405 per week, again subject to 
the number of bedrooms. 
 
Housing mortgages  
The monthly mortgage payments of the neighbourhood’s households are somewhat comparable 
with those for those for Hobsons Bay. For example, the proportion of households with mortgages of 
$0-$999 and $1,000-$1,999 are reasonably similar. There is some difference between households 
paying mortgages between $2,000 and $2,999; with the neighbourhood having a higher proportion 
(six per cent) compared to the municipality. At the top end, Hobsons Bay has a higher proportion of 
households with mortgages of $3,000 and over. 
 

https://www.realestate.com.au/neighbourhoods/brooklyn-3012-vic
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Graph 9: Monthly housing loan repayments (households) 

 
Source: ABS 2011 Census (Enumerated data) http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home 

 
Like incomes, comparing changes to housing loan repayments over time is difficult due to the impact 
of economic changes such as inflation and interest rates. Using quartiles enables the data to be 
standardised, allowing comparisons to be made across timeframes.  
 
Between 2006 and 2011, there was a shift in the size of mortgages of Altona North and Brooklyn 
households, pointing to rising house prices. The percentage of households with mortgages in the 
two lowest quartiles fell by between three and four per cent while there was a six per cent increase 
for those with mortgages in the highest quartile.  
 
Graph 10: Mortgage quartiles 

 

Source: ABS 2011 Census (Enumerated data) http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home 

http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home
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Rental payments  
The data on weekly rental payments in the table below shows that the vast majority of Altona North 
and Brooklyn households are paying rents which are generally a little lower compared to those for 
Hobsons Bay.  
For example, 78 per cent of households pay weekly rents below $350 which is six per cent above the 
municipal rate. Approximately four eight per cent of households pay rents above $450 per week, 
compared to 10 per cent of Hobsons Bay households with rents in the same range. 
 
Graph 11: Weekly household rents 

 
Source: ABS 2011 Census (Enumerated data) http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home 
 

As with mortgage payments, comparing rental payments over time requires a method to 
standardise the economic influences such as inflation etc. Using quartiles allows comparison to be 
made to gauge changes in rental costs (quartiles are calculated from the Melbourne Statistical 
Division rental payment data).  
 
The data shows that between 2006 and 2011 there was some increase in rents with the percentage 
of households in the medium lowest two quartiles decreasing a little and a corresponding increase in 
the highest quartile.  
 

http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home
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Graph 12: Rent quartiles 2006-2011 

 
Source: ABS 2011 Census (Enumerated data) http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home 

Housing stress  
Hobsons Bay City Council commissioned id.consulting to assess the extent of housing stress across 
the municipality and its neighbourhoods.  
 
Housing stress refers to the percentage of a household’s income that is required to cover rental or 
mortgage payments and applies to those earning in the bottom 40 per cent of incomes and spending 
30 per cent or more on housing.  
 
Households on middle incomes who earn between 40 and 60 per cent of the standard income and 
pay 30 per cent or more on housing are described as being in marginal stress.  

 id.consulting’s analysis found that 11 per cent of Altona North households and 14 per cent of 
Brooklyn households are in housing stress and a much smaller proportion are in marginal stress 
(Altona North 2.7%; Brooklyn 3.3%). This compares to Hobsons Bay where housing stress is 9.5 per 
cent and marginal housing stress is 3.3 per cent. 
 
Breaking this data down to compare housing stress impacts for renters and those with a mortgage 
reveals a much higher prevalence stress among renters. In Altona North, 24.3 per cent of renting 
households are in housing stress and the figure is slightly higher in Brooklyn (24.9%). The Hobsons 
Bay housing stress rate is 22.1 per cent. 
 
The neighbourhood also has a high proportion of households in mortgage stress. Approximately 18 
per cent are in mortgage stress compared to the marginal stress rate of 7 per cent. The mortgage 
stress rate is significantly higher than the Hobsons Bay rate of 10 percent. 
 

 

http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home
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E. Transport 
 
Car ownership 
Based on responses to the 2011 Census, approximately 80 per cent of households in Altona North 
and Brooklyn are car owners, which is below the municipal rate of 84 per cent. 
 
Breaking this down to the number of cars that are owned, households in the neighbourhood are 
slightly less likely to own multiple cars. For example, 29.7 per cent have two cars, compared to the 
Hobsons Bay rate of 37.5 per cent. The rate of three car ownership in the neighbourhood is 11.6 per 
cent which is marginally lower than municipal rate. As a result, a higher proportion of Altona North 
and Brooklyn households don’t own a car (11.8%; Hobsons Bay 9%).  
 
Comparing 2011 and 2006 data, the proportion of local households without a car  dropped 
marginally, as has households with one car, while there was a small rise in the proportion of two car 
households. 
 
Table 27: Car ownership by household 

Altona North-Brooklyn Number % 
Hobsons 

Bay % 
Number % 

Hobsons 
Bay % 

Change 
between 

2006-2011 

No motor vehicles 592 11.8 9.0 616 12.9 9.8 -24 

1 motor vehicle 1,897 37.8 37.5 1,817 38.2 36.6 80 

2 motor vehicles 1,487 29.7 34.2 1,345 28.3 34.1 142 

3 or more motor vehicles 579 11.6 12.8 532 11.2 11.9 47 

Not stated 456 9.1 6.5 448 9.4 7.6 8 

Total households 5,012 100.0 100.0 4,758 100.0 100.0 254 

Source: ABS 2011 Census (Enumerated data) http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home 

 
Journey to work 
The table below provides an overview of how people get to work and shows that the car is the 
dominant form of transport in Altona North and Brooklyn and across the municipality.  
 
However, there are some differences in travel patterns when comparing the two areas. Sixty nine 
per cent of Altona North and Brooklyn households either drive to work or are car passengers, which 
is three per cent above the Hobsons Bay figure. A higher proportion of its residents catches the bus 
and a much lower proportion catches the train. While the neighbourhood is reasonably well serviced 
by buses, the nearest train stations are at Spotswood and Newport and neither is walkable distance 
for a large proportion of the local population so this probably contributes to lower train use.  
 
The biggest increase in numbers between 2006 and 2011 was in the use of cars, although it is 
interesting to note while off a small base, train user numbers almost doubled in that period. 
 

http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home
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Table 28: Main method of travel (employed persons aged 15+) 

 2011 Change 
between 

2006-2011 
Altona North-Brooklyn Number % 

Hobsons 
Bay % 

Train 446 9.3 14.1 211 

Bus 199 4.1 1.4 -6 

Tram or Ferry 5 0.1 0.1 -2 

Taxi 36 0.7 0.2 17 

Car - as driver 3,056 63.5 61.2 353 

Car - as passenger 263 5.5 4.6 -9 

Truck 45 0.9 0.6 -32 

Motorbike 27 0.6 0.5 15 

Bicycle 61 1.3 1.3 25 

Walked only 84 1.7 1.7 -14 

Other 50 1.0 0.8 21 

Worked at home 62 1.3 3.0 -38 

Did not go to work 386 8.0 8.9 43 

Not stated 88 1.8 1.7 6 

Total  4,809 100.0 100.0 592 

Source: ABS 2011 Census (Enumerated data) http://profile.id.com.au/hobsons-bay/home 
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F. Population Forecasts 

Population forecasts for Hobsons Bay and its neighbourhoods are benchmarked on the results of the 
2011 Census. These figures are then adjusted to incorporate information such new residential 
development, together with population trends related to births, deaths and internal and external 
migration that has occurred since the last Census was taken. The forecasts are developed for Council 
by id.consulting. 

 
Housing and household forecasts 
The population forecasts indicate that approximately 950 new dwellings will be constructed in 
neighbourhood over the next 10 years, resulting in around 880 new households. 
 
In recent times, infill development of townhouses and units replacing single dwellings has been the 
key residential change in the area and this trend is likely to continue as house lots are relatively large 
and still reasonably affordable. There is also good access to a range of retail, community services 
and infrastructure. 
 
While the average household size in Brooklyn is expected to remain stable over the next decade, 
Altona North’s is forecast to increase from 2.63 people to 2.68, reflecting the emerging shift to a 
younger family profile and this figure is above the forecast household size of 2.53 for Hobsons Bay.  
 
Table 29: Future housing and households  

Altona North -Brooklyn 2015 2020 2025 

Average household size 
   Altona North 2.63 2.65 2.68 

Brooklyn 2.26 2.25 2.26 

Dwellings (total) 5689 6025 6635 

Households (total) 5444 5764 6320 

Source: http://forecast.id.com.au/hobsons-bay?WebID=10 

 
Population numbers  
As noted earlier, between the 2006 and 2011 Censuses, the neighbourhood’s population grew by 
around 620 residents (+4.7%). The table below provides forecast data for the coming decade and 
shows the population is expected to increase by almost 20 per cent in Altona North and eight per 
cent in Brooklyn, an overall increase of 2,600 residents. The largest part of that increase is expected 
after 2020. By 2025, the forecast indicates a population of just under 17,000 residents. 
 
Table 30: Forecast size of population 

 
2015 2020 2025 

Change between 
2015-2025 

Altona North 12,522 13,340 14,969 2,447 19.5 

Brooklyn 1,804 1,883 1,956 152 8.4 

Total Population 14,326 15,223 16,925 2,599 18.1 

Source: http://forecast.id.com.au/hobsons-bay?WebID=10 

 

http://forecast.id.com.au/hobsons-bay?WebID=10
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Age structure 
The population forecasts below highlight the likely changes to the neighbourhood’s age structure. As 
the graph shows, these changes will see a continued increase in the number of families with young 
and school aged children (25-49 years and 0-11 years). While some increase in those aged 50-59 
years is expected, limited change is forecast among the older age groups. 
 
Graph 13: Forecast age structure 

 

Source: http://forecast.id.com.au/hobsons-bay?WebID=10 

 
The graph below shows the extent of the population gains and losses over the next decade and 
reinforces the regeneration of the population that is ahead, particularly between 2020 and 2025. 
Most noticeable is a sustained increase among those aged 35-49 years. 
 
All age groups up to 59 years are forecast to increase particularly after 2020, although the increase 
in primary school aged children is likely to consistent across the next decade.  
 
At the older end of the age spectrum, some very small increases are forecast, although the number 
of 70-84 is likely to decrease.  
 

http://forecast.id.com.au/hobsons-bay?WebID=10
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Graph 14: Change in forecast age structure 2015-2025 

 

Source: http://forecast.id.com.au/hobsons-bay?WebID=10 

 

The graph below highlights how the household types in Altona North and Brooklyn are forecast to 
change over the next 10 years and shows all categories are expected to increase, although the 
extent of growth is uneven. 
 
In line with the forecast increase in younger residents mentioned above, the largest growth 
expected among households with dependants. This is particularly noticeable in the period after 2020 
and to slightly lesser degree in the first five years. 
 
All other types of households are forecast to increase to varying degrees and as mentioned the 
largest growth is expected after 2025. 
 
Graph 15: Change in household types between 2014 and 2024 

 
Source: http://forecast.id.com.au/hobsons-bay?WebID=10 

http://forecast.id.com.au/hobsons-bay?WebID=10
http://forecast.id.com.au/hobsons-bay?WebID=10
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DISCLAIMER 
Every care has been taken to ensure the information in this document is correct. However, Hobsons Bay City 
Council does not accept any liability to any person or organisation for the information (or the use of such 
information) provided in this document. 
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